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While conversing recently with a literate and well-informed businessman, he made the 

surprising and unusual statement that he had never met or talked with a Communist.  In all the 

fervor which is presently being expended this is a surprising statement.  Few would make such a 

statement and yet the truth of this statement can undoubtedly not be debated or denied.  I also 

have never met a Communist. 

There are those, however, who have retained sufficient fervor from the McCarthy 

enterprise to see a Communist in every pulpit, in most school rooms, and certainly in many of 

the government positions.  Periodicals have devoted much space to these fervent Communist 

hunters.  These haters of any form of Communism are represented today by a group generally 

denominated as the Far Right or Ultra Rightists.  Much paper and ink is expended in the defense 

of these Rightists and even more is used by the Rightists themselves as they fight all forms of 

subversion. 

Life in one of its more academic articles gives some rather interesting facts concerning 

the tempest stirred by the Far Right.  This weekly classified these subversion hunters as: “the 

responsible practicing advocates of conservative policies; idealists, mostly the young, who 

cleave to a conservative philosophy; the faculty, making a profession out of the mass study of 

Communism; the pushers, who advocate and tolerate ideas outside normal political action; and 

militant extremists, loosely organized or not organized at all.” 

Rightist groups are represented by such a man as Senator Barry Goldwater, who is being 

touted along with George Romney as a possible candidate for the presidency in the next election.  

This Senator from Arizona is one that many depend on for responsible legislation to prevent 

centralization of power, federal control, and Communist infiltration.  Dr. Frederick Schwartz is 

pointed out as the leader of those who advocate academic study of the tenets of Communism.  

The idealists are those who hold to a conservative philosophy and speak out for it.  The pushers 

are represented most pointedly by Robert Welsh, leader of the now well-known John Birch 

Society.  These “patriots” practice methods outside regular political action.  They have said that 

President Eisenhower was a “dedicated conspicuous agent of the Communist conspiracy.”  Life 

reports that the Birchers “described former President Roosevelt as an unconscious tool of 

Communism, and Truman as a conscious one.”  The militant extremists are exemplified by 

groups such as the minute men who spend their time in active preparation for possible open hand 

to hand pitched conflicts with the Communists. 

What do these extreme rightists oppose and what causes them to be so alarmed today?  

Where do they discover signs of Communist infiltration and Communist subversive policies 

becoming apparent?  Life lists at least nine trouble spots singled out by the Rightists.  These are 

too many for us to mention but we shall mention a few of the obvious and possibly less obvious. 

-Rightists claim that the Liberals are well down the road toward socialism.  Their 

program of socialized medicine (Medicare) is an example of this movement toward socialization.  

“Rightists say this is as far toward Communism as even Russia has gone.” 

-Federal income tax (which must be repealed) goes in part to support Communism and 

even worse, to regiment Americans by confiscating their wealth. 

-Fluoridation of drinking water is a plot to weaken American minds leaving them easy 

victims for Red brain-washing.  The same goes for any mental health program. 



-The National Council of Churches is suspect.  Among the 109,000 ministers of its 

member churches, at least 7,000 are knowing or deluded tools of Communism. 

It is quite evident, it seems to me, that the position of the rightists, if it is correctly 

described by Life, is hyper-reactionary.  These ultra conservatives are convinced that almost 

every liberal program under consideration is the result of Communist infiltration and subversion 

in government.  The argument of the conservatist is that there must be a decided return to the 

conservatism and free enterprise of the past.  This they claim is an inherent and fundamental part 

of a democratic state or republic. 

It ought to be pointed out that the ultra-right is not completely new in national history.  

Senator Joseph McCarthy, who has been previously mentioned, is the nearest progenitor of the 

contemporary rightist movement.  The Communist “witch-hunting” and trials which he initiated 

are still somewhat fresh in the minds of some of the older readers of this periodical.  American 

Firsters, the Ku Klux Klan, and the “Know Nothing” movement of the 1850’s are part of the 

ultra-conservative tradition.  The Firsters were strongly against U. S. participation in the Second 

World War.  The Ku Klux Klan became a real political power in the 1920’s and the “Know 

Nothing” movement was strongly against the immigration of Catholics from Europe. (Life, 

February 9, 1962, p. 127) 

All these reactionary movements in one way or other attempted to revolt against the main 

stream of American thought and action. 

The question concerning the primary cause for concern by the rightists at this time still 

remains.  Where have the rightists gained their new impetus in their struggle for conservative 

government?  Life reports that “political frustration” is one of the major causes for the present 

rash of concern.  The cleavage between the two major political parties is not as evident as it 

should be.  In the recent past people were somewhat disillusioned but now the lid is off.  

Congressmen have discovered, however, that this concern is not simple “political frustration” but 

is also concern with the area of foreign affairs.  John Dowdy, Democrat of Texas, is reported to 

have said: “The biggest question asked me is why the government of the U. S. is helping 

Communism all over the world.”  Americans, whether Democrats or Republicans, are concerned.  

They are Communism, nuclear bomb, and fallout conscious. 

We are assured by the author of the article in Life that no clear-cut victory is in sight in 

the struggle of the cold-war.  What about the Rightist?  He is impatient.  He cannot accept the 

complex, long-range struggle and the lack of ready-made answers in this battle of the ideologies. 

The first question that we immediately ask ourselves is one which deals with our attitude 

toward this complex political problem.  Should we become much alarmed?  What should be the 

attitude of the Biblically orientated and confessionally sound child of God?  Is it his calling to 

fervently and energetically join these Rightist movements or organize similar movements which 

array themselves against the “terrible” menace of Communism? 

Without engaging in a point by point rebuttal or affirmation of some of the so-called 

subversive policies pointed out by the rightists, it should be very apparent that these are extreme 

examples of such tactics.  Some of them are even ludicrous; i.e., fluoridation of drinking water.  

It is equally true that gradually the federal government has assumed more and more of the 

activities previously controlled by the state and local governments.  I hesitate, however, to 

attribute all of these trends to the subversive tactics of the Communists. 

I have personally never been much alarmed or concerned by this ideological struggle.  I 

do not mean by this that I am not interested in observing and studying this struggle as it develops 

historically but active participation in this struggle between the rightist and leftist movements 



hardly fits into such objective study.  It also appears to me and I humbly submit that such 

participation is not the responsibility of the Christian.  One does have a responsibility to be an 

informed Christian but this does not imply participation. 

I am convinced that the doctrine of the leftist (Communist) is anti-Christian.  I am equally 

convinced, however, that the position of the rightist is just as anti-Christian.  Of course, if one 

takes the position that democracy, free enterprise, and state rightism is the Christian ideal, then to 

be a rightist is the only possible position. 

In spite of a seeming claim to Christian ideals and Christian motives, our federal 

documents are humanistic and man-centered.  Let’s not be afraid to denominate them for what 

they are.  Patriotism does not imply acquiescence and assent to all the imaginations and vain 

philosophies of men.  The Christian concern is one which transcends the concerns of the rightist 

and leftist movement.  Paul, the great apostle of Christianity, stood on a “moral Sinai” and 

proclaimed to citizens of a heavenly commonwealth while they lived in a Roman republic some 

eternal logic. 

Let every soul be subject unto the higher 

powers.  For there is no power but of God:  

the powers that be are ordained of God. 
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