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From “the old, old story” to “just an old story” is a short step, easily and often made in 

our day.  Even the cross of Christ is whittled away until it no longer casts its shadow over the life 

of the professed Christian.  To the modern, relaxed disciple of the Crucified One, Sharing His 

Suffering carries the irritating message, “There was no easy way for Him to save us, and there is 

no easy way for us to serve Him.” 

The same quality which detracts from Eldersveld’s radio sermons enhances his book, 

viz., his frequent quotations and illustrations.  The tough-minded investigation of the soft and 

easy lot of most Christians bristles not only with the Word but also with the secondary barbs of 

sayings and examples.  An excellent book for young people, Sharing confronts them with a 

frankness which is all too scarce.  That there is no Christian except he be a suffering Christian 

sounds “like a very dark and dismal view of life…to young people who are looking forward to a 

bright future.”  They must know that the issue is not between suffering and not-suffering but 

between suffering “unto eternal life with Christ” and suffering “unto eternal death without Him.”  

There is no other alternative. 

Eldersveld is an interesting as well as instructive author.  Never does he weaken his 

observations of failure and calling with a stuffy huffing-and-puffing.  His style is smooth, 

personal, and provocative.  At the close of the book, Rev. Eldersveld engages in what would be, 

were the subject not so stark, a neat imitation of Mark Anthony’s treatment of “an honorable 

man.” Only the word here is “odd.”  The modern mind scorns those who look for the second 

coming as “odd.”  Naïve and odd and unenlightened as such ones may be, when Christ comes, it 

shall be discovered “who are really the odd ones.” 
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