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Of course we do.  Who could forget Christmas.  There is a very definite place in 

everyone’s life for this season.  So much centers about it – vacations, gifts, cards, and parties.  

There even exists a universal feeling which we define as the happy “Christmas Spirit.”  It also 

becomes very important to the economy; many businesses frankly declare their inevitable 

bankruptcy should the Christmas season be eliminated.  Yes, all over the world, Christmas is 

impatiently anticipated and boisterously celebrated.  We too, as Christians, place much emphasis 

on Christmas.  It, of course, commemorates Christ’s incarnation.  And this is important, this 

event of Christ coming in human flesh, and we do well to distinguish it. 

What about Good Friday? 

This seems to be somewhat different.  In the first place, the world in general seems to 

take almost no notice of it.  Secondly, we as Christians seem to do little more than give the 

occasion a polite nod. 

Now, as far as the world is concerned, this attitude is understandable.  Why should they 

celebrate a man’s death?  It is so much more fitting to celebrate his birth.  A birth is always 

joyous, while a death is always sad, even a death for high ideals.  Yes, it is only reasonable that 

the world, while raising such a big hubbub about a man’s birth, should try to forget his death. 

But what about us?  What should be the relative importance of these occasions to 

Christians?  Christmas, as we have noticed, is important in that it marks Christ’s incarnation.  

But for what reason did this occur?  Was not Christ born to make the cross possible?  Could 

Christ’s birth help his people in any way as far as their sins are concerned, except to pave the 

way for his death?  In the Old Testament, why could the angels rebuke Satan and claim the body 

of Moses?  Was it not because God promised that Christ would die for the sins of Moses and the 

rest of His children?  For every Old Testament prophecy foretelling Christ’s birth, there are 

seven picturing His death.  This includes the beautiful and oft-quoted Isaiah 53.  And the 

sacrifices and many of the feasts that Israel had to keep pointed directly to the supreme sacrifice 

of the cross. 

Also today, is it not true that what happened on Good Friday is the only hope we have for 

everlasting life.  So our very life centers about the fact that Christ died for our sins. 

Yet our remembrance of this occasion is almost engulfed by our celebration of something 

that led up to it.  Now, my point is not so much that we should do less at Christmas time, but that 

we should begin to place more importance upon Good Friday and, along with it, Easter.  And our 

remembrance of this should not be marked, as some might suppose, with grief for a man who 

died for his lofty convictions.  We should rather glorify God with our expressing joy and 

thankfulness in that the only possibility of our salvation has been realized.  We have an excellent 

opportunity to do this during our Lenten season with its special sermons and all.  If we have not 

done so in the past, let us begin to use this occasion properly; we might find ourselves all the 

more spiritually blessed. 
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