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John Murray ranks among the foremost Reformed theologians of our time.  Since 1937 

he has served as professor of Systematic Theology at Westminster Theological Seminary in 

Pennsylvania.  His concern for and grasp of the truth of Scripture make this book a valuable 

contribution to the knowledge of redemption. 

The worth of Redemption lies in its being a thorough investigation of the many aspects of 

the redemptive work of Christ.  All of these are the object of Dr. Murray’s exposition.  On every 

theme, Scripture is brought to bear, both as regards the positive expression of the doctrine and as 

regards the criticism of present-day deviations.  This prominence given to Scripture coupled with 

Murray’s generally keen and incisive explanations enable the reader to obtain a clear and all-

encompassing view of the work of Christ. 

Obviously, in dealing with a theme of such importance and centrality, a theologian will 

make plain his basic convictions.  In answer to the question, “What is the extent of the 

atonement,” Murray goes to battle against advocates of universal atonement, i.e., Christ died for 

all men.  “We shall have none of it.  The doctrine of ‘limited atonement’ which we maintain is 

the doctrine which limits the atonement to those who are heirs of eternal life, to the elect.”  

Again, the clear tenor of the Reformed faith sounds an “alarm” against “A cheap and tawdry 

evangelism” which “has tended to rob the gospel…of that invincible power which is the glory of 

the gospel of sovereign grace.” 

The book divides into two sections, redemption accomplished and redemption applied.  

The first treats the several facets of Christ’s work and the second the ordo salutis or the work of 

Christ within His people.  In the second section, Murray beclouds the nature of the work of God 

in His people when he maintains that although calling, regeneration, justification, sanctification, 

and glorification are God’s own works, “faith is not the act of God” but of “the sinner.”  

Certainly, it is we who believe, not God.  But as a link in the chain of salvation, faith is also 

worked in us by God.  Denial of this results in one’s meandering into the universal offer of the 

gospel, as does Murray. 

Helpful to the serious Bible student is the lengthy index of texts as well as the index of 

subjects.  By no means least, doctrine to Murray is as warm and as vital as life itself.  Of which 

truth the entire book is evidence. 
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