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“Hearken unto Me now, therefore, O ye children, and attend to the words of my mouth” 

(Prov. 7:24).  It is the calling of everyone, whether children of God or profane atheists, to hear 

the preached Word.  All are accountable to God to place themselves under the sound of the 

Gospel, even the wicked who do not and will not hear it.  But I am now thinking of what is 

particularly required of those who do hear the Word preached.  They have a peculiar 

responsibility in the hearing of the Word of God.  It is their duty, our duty, to regularly attend on 

the Word of God preached.  These are days when iniquity abounds, and the love of many waxes 

cold, so that church attendance does suffer all over the world, even “on the mission field.”  The 

house of God is by some visited only spasmodically.  If half the regular services are attended, 

this is often regarded as doing well.  No church knows what it means to keep the Sabbath Day 

holy which has only one service on Sunday.  God’s Word requires attendance at two services on 

the Lord’s Day.  Scripture frequently speaks of the morning and evening sacrifice.  The people 

assembled to hear the preaching “at the evening sacrifice” (Ezra 9:4, 5).  The early New 

Testament church also had an evening service: “The same day at evening being the first day of 

the week…the disciples were assembled…” (John 20:19).  There has always been a morning 

worship, but also a public “evening oblation” (Dan. 9:21).  Newly established churches, in the 

zeal of their first love, had an evening service.  “Upon the first day of the week, when the 

disciples came together…Paul preached unto them…and continued his speech until midnight” 

(Acts 20:7).  It is God’s command to His church, “In the morning sow thy seed; and in the 

evening withhold not thy hand” (Eccl. 11:6).  According to Ezekiel 46, the children of Israel 

worshipped the Lord every morning, but also on Sabbath evenings, for only then was the door of 

the temple closed at the end of the Sabbath day.  One spiritual meal a week is not enough to 

make a strong Christian. 

Naturally, we are to attend on the preached Word regularly.  But is our duty fulfilled 

when we do so?  By no means:  that is only the first step.  Suppose we attend only one service a 

Sabbath:  that is not meeting our obligation to the Lord, nor is it doing Him a favor.  It is only 

half beginning what is required of us.  But there are other matters to consider in the zealous 

attendance of God’s house.  There are certain malpractices to avoid, such as, coming to the 

services late; unnecessary whispering and chatting before, or what is worse, during the hour of 

worship; reading of books or papers which have nothing to do with the act of worship 

progressing at the moment; playing with the children; or dozing.  There are other actions which 

ought to be eliminated entirely, such as clipping the fingernails, foot tapping, nervous snapping 

of a penknife or cigarette lighter.  There are other idiosyncrasies which may be distracting to the 

minister as well as to other worshipers, such as constant craning of the neck to watch the clock, 

yawning, and that without covering the mouth, excavation of nasal potato patch, augering out the 

auditory canal, or the sitting with eyelids in repose, brain out of gear and jaws in action. 

Attendance on the preached Word requires preparation.  There must be “preparatory” 

with a view to the Lord’s Day.  Care must be given to as much ordinary business as possible on 

Saturday so that the Sabbath may be free for worship, meditation and spiritual conversation with 

God’s people.  The mind and heart must be prepared to turn from worldly affairs, the business of 

the week, and the earthly pleasures which crowd in so much upon us.  Preaching of the Word 

will not be effective with us if we come to church with the mind filled with TV, basketball, 

business and late hours spent in pleasure-seeking.  Make this preparation also with prayer.  Pray 



that the Holy Spirit may enable the minister to expound the Word of God effectually.  Pray for 

yourself and others that there may be grace to receive the Word, and that the gracious operation 

of the Spirit may precede, accompany and follow the ministry of the Word. 

Attend the preached Word with assimilation.  Some foods may easily be swallowed down 

whole; but then the body cannot assimilate it, and so nourishment does not follow.  Do not gulp 

down spiritual food; masticate it; let it become part of you.  Do not allow your minister (or your 

husband) to do all your thinking for you.  Search the Scriptures yourself.  Accept the truth not 

merely because the minister says it, but also because you think it through and understand it for 

yourself.  Hear the Word willingly, gladly and with such attention that you follow it up in your 

Bible, and learn to see where and how Scripture teaches the thing heard.  There is every reason to 

do this.  Our Reformed ministry is not characterized by an emotional or sensational evangelism.  

Our preaching does not call on men to repent, without explaining the source, nature and evidence 

of repentance.  We do not call on men to believe without teaching the doctrine of faith.  We do 

not exhort men to receive Christ as Saviour without preaching His two natures, Person and 

redemptive work.  We do not plead with men without informing them what they are to decide.  

Nor do we urge men to come to Jesus without warning them that by nature they cannot come, 

will not come, and may not come, unless they be regenerated and come by faith.  We have an 

instructive ministry.  The Word is very thoroughly and comprehensively preached, and most 

beautifully presented as we open up the contents of the Heidelberg document from year to year.  

Do you take advantage of that preaching?  Is it you delight?  If not, how can it ever be your 

intelligent understanding?  It will, at that, remain a mystery to you.  Is it not given to you to 

know the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven? 

Attend the preached Word because it is an instructive ministry.  The preaching which is 

popular in the world today is really second-rate, superficial, and depends for its existence upon a 

certain frame of mind instilled in the hearers:  a high emotional excitation; and if this attitude is 

not fed by sensational oratory, the ear-appeal of bombastic delivery, the eye-appeal of religious 

films and female trios, and by a cluttering of crowd-gathering gimmicks, a deflation of spirit 

ensues.  The preaching which does not keep one in this pleasant mood is regarded as dead, 

formal and unprofitable.  A sound instructive ministry does not please such hearers.  They are 

only irked by it, and feel a chill upon their frivolous zeal.  Doctrinal preaching dispels the 

religious day-dreaming in which they prefer to revel. 

Receive the preached Word with readiness of mind.  Of the Berean Christians it was said, 

“These were more noble than those in Thessalonica, in that they received the Word with all 

readiness of mind, and searched the Scriptures daily, whether those things were so” (Acts 17:11).  

This they did because the Lord opened their hearts (Acts 16:14).  No one will do this unless his 

heart is opened.  Heart-opening removes stubborn resistance to the truth, and secures humble 

reception of it.  By nature, a man is prejudiced against the truth of Scripture, is inclined to argue 

against it, or drop it in dull silence.  Among many who profess to be the soundest believers, the 

champions of orthodoxy (my Fundamentalist brethren:  be not offended, but take heed) there is 

an aversion to certain fundamental doctrines, as Original Sin, Total Depravity, Unconditional 

Election, Limited Atonement, Irresistible Grace, the Sovereignty of God, Absolute 

Predestination, Particular Grace and even Eternal Punishment.  When a true believer is shown 

plainly from Scripture that these are not the doctrines of men, but the very Word of God, he will 

believe it.  The prejudiced mind will not, but will stick to his Arminianism, or his Modernism, 

and will go so far as to transfer his revulsion to these doctrines of grace to the preacher or the 

holder of them.  It is never a question of what we would like to hear preached.  It is not even a 



question of whether we can understand what is preached.  The Real question is, “Is it the 

teaching of Scripture?”  “Is it according to the Word of God?”  Real readiness of mind will then 

have it, whether the flesh likes it or not, whether or not the finite or undeveloped understanding 

is able to grasp it. 

In the preached Word, Christ speaks.  That is what really matters, that Christ speaks to us 

in the preaching.  If that is your conviction, then you will take the preached Word to heart.  Hide 

it in your heart.   Retain it in the mind; memorize it.  Repudiate the “in-one-ear-and-out-the-

other” method of attending the Word.  Store it in the heart, so that you will benefit by it in the 

day of adversity, as well as in the prosperous present.  Christ preaches, “Hearken to Me,” not to 

soul seducers, nor to adulterers of the Gospel.  Your sensual appetite may tempt you to the 

alluring dainties of the shallow multitude.  Therein lies the broad way to spiritual starvation.  But 

“attend to the words of My mouth” and “verily thou shalt be fed.” 
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