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The 2,200 council fathers met in St. Peter’s Basilica were addressed by the ailing Pontiff 

in their last meeting of the year 1962.  This council, which has been called by Pope John XXIII 

is dedicated to the proposition that all faiths and all men shall ultimately be united in one great 

world church. Pope John stated that “a good beginning had been made” and that “an exact target 

date of 1963 could be set for the council’s conclusion.”  This would be a rather remarkable 

conclusion because it would fall on a centenary year; the Council of Trent met from 1545 till 

1563. 

Both Protestants and Catholics are concerned with this Second Vatican Council.  Four 

hundred million Catholics over the world will be affected by the decisions of the council which 

has temporarily adjourned.  One hundred and fifty million Protestants in several continents will 

also be affected by these decisions. 

The Pontiff has stated that the “voice of the laity” shall be more clearly heard and at least 

one voice has been heard.  Evelyn Waugh, Catholic layman and novelist, writes in the National 

Review, December 4, 1962, in an article entitled “The Same Again Please:  A Layman’s Hopes 

of the Vatican Council” and opposes many of the proposed changes to be considered by the 

Vatican Council.  Concerning the reunion of Christendom, however, E. Waugh had the following 

to say: 

Most Christians, relying on the direct prophecies of Our 

Lord, expect this (reunion of Christendom a.l.) to occur in 

some moment of historical time.  Few believe that moment 

to be imminent.  The Catholic aspiration is that the more 

manifest the true character of the Church can be made; the 

more dissenters will be drawn to make their submission. 

This position expressed by E. Waugh is rather remote from the position expressed by the 

historic creeds of the Reformed Church.  In 1563, when the Council of Trent was attempting to 

create an unbridgeable chasm between Roman Catholicism and Protestant “heresy”; the 

Heidelberg Catechism made its appearance.  In question and answer 54 the composers speak 

concerning the “holy catholic church” of Christ.  The profound and soul-stirring answer to this 

question is: 

That the Son of God from the beginning to the end of 

the world gathers, defends, and preserves to himself by his 

Spirit and word, out of the whole human race, a church 

chosen to everlasting life, agreeing in true faith;…” 

The position of this Catholic layman is remote because he writes from within the Roman 

Catholic Church.  His concern is not the same as Ursinus and all those who left the Romish shell.  

It is this false conception of authority of the Church thoroughly imbibed by E. Waugh that results 

in such an expression as he makes.  The members of the hierarchy assembled at Trent declared 

that the Bible rests upon the authority of the Church, and that tradition, as it comes down through 

the ages in the Roman Catholic Church has an equal validity with the Scriptures themselves.  

This rejection of the Scriptura sola of the Reformers sets the tone for all errors in the Romish 

Church.  These errors are repugnant to those who live and die by the Scriptures. 

The Romish Church is not concerned in the least with the gathering and defense of the 

church by the Son of God.  As long as men are members of the Romish Church then all things 



are right.  It is Rome’s claim that the only basis for approach is the necessary admission by all 

dissenters and all denominations that the Church of Rome alone possesses the whole of revealed 

truth. 

Don Francisco Lacueva, former Canon in the Roman Catholic Church in Spain, writes an 

article printed in Christianity Today, October 12, 1962, “Should We Return to Rome?”  In this 

article he states that the Roman Church claims: 

The Bible without Romanist notes is unprofitable and 

even dangerous.  Its reading is therefore forbidden. 

Hence says Don Francisco Lacueva in the same article: 

The only possible basis for a mutual approach between 

the evangelical church and Rome would be that both parties 

recognized the supreme and indisputable authority of Holy 

Scripture… 

With this position we heartily concur; and yet the sand in the hour glass of time is slowly 

running out.  Rome has definitely established herself as the false church.  Our creeds classify the 

religion of the Romish Church as “accursed idolatry.”  Mutual agreement between the Romish 

Church and the Church.  Impossible!  Agreement between nominal Christianity and Catholicism.  

Inevitable!!!! 

Let Rome and all dissenters return to the Bible. 
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