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It was suggested to us that we write an editorial about a booklet which has been published 

by a group of people who call themselves “The Youth and Calvinism Group”. The title of the 

booklet which was released is “Youth Speaks on Calvinism” and it was written by a group of 

young men in Grand Rapids, presumably students at Calvin College, who feel that Calvinism 

does not come to adequate expression in the circles in which they move and the booklet which 

they have written is an effort to stimulate the growth of Calvinism. 

The booklet itself is worth reading and is available at nominal cost from the Baker Book 

House of Grand Rapids. We hasten to add that when we say that the booklet is worth reading we 

do not say that we agree with the things which are written in it, but we only say that Protestant 

Reformed young people should avail themselves of this type of literature occasionally in order to 

understand, evaluate and weigh the views of others outside of our circles. We feel that the 

training which Protestant Reformed youth receive within our own circles is of such character that 

they will not be easily swayed by the booklet mentioned above. 

My own personal reaction to the matters mentioned in this booklet is not very favorable. I 

have read the booklet thoroughly, I believe, and the first thing that I noticed was that the material 

was characterized by a certain superficiality. The fact that the authors are in their youth is plainly 

evident from the fact that their writings are not characterized by mature thought. This in itself is 

not necessarily bad but in connection with other aspects of the booklet it does not help matters 

very much. 

One of the main pre-suppositions in this booklet is that Calvin had a program of action in 

all spheres of life and that Dr. Abraham Kuyper, the prominent leader in the Netherlands in the 

nineteenth century, gave remarkable expression to that program. The authors of this booklet now 

call upon the leaders of the Christian Reformed Church to give an adequate expression to a 

Calvinistic program for the twentieth century, the modern age in which we live. This, for me, 

requires some proof before I can accept it. 

Another pre-supposition found throughout this booklet is a certain bias or approach 

which stems from the acceptance of the doctrine of common grace. Although the authors do not 

specifically deal with the question of common grace, nevertheless, it colors their thinking and in 

that respect they reflect the things that they have been taught by their leaders. The result is that 

there is a lack of evidence of the sharp cleavage that should exist between believer and 

unbeliever, between the church and the world. This gives rise to such statements as “society will 

be redeemed” and that good Calvinism is in evidence when the church does not forget the social 

message entrusted to her. 

In the chapter of this booklet dealing with Calvinism and the preaching, we really 

encounter some hair-raising comments. On page 55 we read that “Christian Reformed preaching, 

we feel, is not answering the needs of today in terms that we of today understand with our 

hearts” and further in that same paragraph we read, “We are weary of being treated as a select 

group, designated as Covenant Youth, and thus isolated from the evil world”. 

Much more could be said but space does not permit it. There is merit in some of the 

remarks of the authors but the thinking as evidenced in this booklet indicates a trend, a trend 

which I feel heads in the wrong direction. I feel that if the things called for in this booklet were 

realized, we would go in the direction of the Methodist Church and we could almost substitute 



the ideals of the Epworth league of Methodist young people for the Calvinism mentioned in this 

booklet and notice little difference. 

Our attitude toward this situation ought to be one of humility. It is easy to criticize others 

and become proud and thus achieve our own downfall. We must remember that if we reject the 

views taught in the booklet published by the Youth and Calvinism group, we must supply a 

positive answer as to what constitutes good Calvinism. 

Good Calvinism to me finds its best expression in the second question and answer of the 

Heidelberg Catechism—misery of sin, deliverance from sin, gratitude for deliverance. This is 

historical Calvinism and I feel that we ought to have the view of our creed as the guiding 

principle of our lives. 
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