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Has it ever struck you, Christian friends, how very important it is that we heed this 

admonition? Do this, says Jesus, “and ye shall be the children of the Highest”. The implication 

is: live in enmity, return evil for evil, seek satisfaction in revenge, and you lack one of the 

outstanding earmarks of the child of God. If you are a Christian you will love your enemies, 

according to the life you possess. If you love your enemies, you are a Christian. 

Also, has it ever occurred to you how frequently the Word of God strikes this note and in 

one form or another stresses this love for our enemies? Solomon says, “Rejoice not when thine 

enemy falleth, and let not thine heart be glad when he stumbleth”. Proverbs 2-1:17. Speaking 

positively the same man of God admonishes, “If thine enemy be hungry, give him bread to eat: 

and if he be thirsty, give him water to drink: for thou shah heap coals of fire upon his head and 

the Lord shall reward thee”. Prov. 25:21, 22. Paul must have had this passage in mind when he 

wrote, “Therefore if thine enemy hunger, feed him: if he thirst, give him drink: for in so doing 

thou shalt heap coals of fire on his head”. Rom. 12:20. The words of the Lord Jesus Himself are 

familiar enough, “But I say unto you. Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to 

them that hate you, and pray for them that despitefully use you and persecute you”, Matthew 

5:44. A similar exhortation may be found in the Gospel according to St. Luke, “But love your 

enemies, and do good, and lend, hoping for nothing again; and your reward shall be great, and ye 

shall be the children of the Highest: for he is kind unto the unthankful and to the evil”. 6:35. 

Speaking of the sinful desire for retaliation, Scripture tells us, “See that none render evil for evil 

unto any man; but ever follow that which is good, both among yourselves and to all men”. I 

Thess. 5:15. Again, “Say not thou. I will recompense evil; but wait on the Lord, and he shall save 

thee”. Prov. 20:22. And again, “Say not. I will do so to him as he hath done to me: I will render 

to the man according to his work”. Prov. 24:29. Obviously, one could add to these passages at 

will. It is a very prominent theme in the Word of God. 

Young people, has it ever struck you, too, how extremely difficult, how utterly 

impossible for the flesh it is to adhere to this admonition of the Lord Jesus Himself? How little 

we see of this love for one’s enemies in actual life! How utterly ridiculous to the natural man is 

this whole idea! 

To love one’s friends,—ah, that is one thing! That, says Jesus, you will find even among 

sinners. “Sinners” in that connection, are the wicked. Let a person (employer, neighbor, boy-

friend, girl-friend, even brother or sister) treat me as I like to be treated: praise me and make all 

the world of me: do good to me and lend as much as I desire; throw his arm around me and say: 

there's no one quite like you. It is altogether natural that we love such a person, that is, take a 

liking to him, feel attracted to him, do good to him. Nor does it take any kind of grace to do that, 

not even common grace. Such love is based in last analysis on nothing but personal, selfish 

considerations. Such people we love, not for God’s sake, not even for their own sake, but for the 

sake of self. Even the ungodly possess that love. “For if ye love them that love you, what thank 

have ye? for sinners also love those that love them. And if ye do good to them which do good to 

you, what thank have ye? for sinners also do even the same”. Luke 6:32, 33. 

To love one’s enemies,—that is something else! Let a person hate us, oppose us from 

every direction, despise and ignore us, leave us in the lurch just when we need help, seek to ruin 

our pleasure or business, besmirch our good name, gossip about us and slander and backbite, etc. 



etc. To love such a person even while he or she is working for our downfall,—that is something 

quite different than loving one’s benefactor. It is so much easier to treat him as he treats us. If he 

hates me, I hate him. If he or she snubs me, I snub him or her. That’s much easier: and somehow 

it gives so much more satisfaction. Besides, are we not justified in thus rewarding evil for evil? If 

only the other party gives the first offense, we feel that anything we may do in the way of 

retaliation, short of mayhem, is justified. 

Jesus says: “Love your enemies”. 

* * * * * 

Your enemy is anyone who is out to do you hurt, especially those of the world. 

It should be quite evident to all of us, that Jesus is not referring to our fellow-Christians 

who on occasion may seek to do us harm. Some have that mistaken idea. Our attitude toward the 

children of this world is not important. Jesus does not have them in mind at all. In fact, you are 

not expected to love the children of darkness. How can you? Are they not the enemies of God 

and His cause? Do they not crucify the Lord of Glory afresh and trample His truth under foot? 

Do they not hate the church, serve the world and sin, and persecute the saints unto death? We are 

not asked to love such people. Jesus means to teach us, that we must love ONE ANOTHER, our 

fellow Christians, also then when they seek to do us hurt. 

However, nothing can be farther from the truth. Of course, we must love the children of 

God’s covenant, not the least when they offend us. In such a case we must seek to bring them to 

repentance with Christian patience and tenderness. The principle of enmity and vengeance 

should have no place in the life of God’s church. But, Jesus is speaking about our enemies, and 

Scripture does not designate my fellow Christian as an enemy. 

Your enemy is the one who hates you, separates you from his company, reproaches you 

and casts out your name as evil, for the Son of Man's sake. Luke 6:22. Him you must love. 

Your enemy is the one who curses you, despitefully uses you, smites you on the one 

cheek, takes away your cloke. Him you must love. 

Your enemy is the one who is at war with your country, and hence with you: who seeks 

to take your life and robs you of your possessions; who takes over your home and carries your 

loved ones into labor or concentration camps; who murders your countrymen before your very 

eyes. Him you must love. 

Your enemy is the one who persecutes you and your loved ones and rejoices to see you 

burn at the stake. Him you must love. 

* * * * * 

How must we do this? What does it mean that one love his enemies? Of equal importance 

is the question: What does it NOT mean to love one’s enemies. 

Does it mean, at any time, that we must seek the communion of such an enemy: that we 

must delight in his fellowship: that we must enjoy his company and fraternize with him? Not at 

all. That would be quite impossible. Nor is that required of us. 

Does it mean, with a view now to the children of this world, that we form all kinds of 

alliances with them and permit ourselves to be united with them into one “brotherhood of men”? 

As young people, does loving one’s enemies mean, that we make friends of the wicked, that we 

enjoy “going out” with the sons and daughters of this world, that we have our good times with 

the enemies of God and His church, that we “date” the children of iniquity? 

God forbid! Such conduct testifies of everything that is evil. Scripture says, “Know ye 

not that the friendship of the world is enmity with God? whosoever therefore will be a friend of 

the world is the enemy of God”. James 4:4. It is slapping God’s face so to love those who hate 



Him, despise His church, reject His Word, crucify His Christ. Young people who can enjoy the 

company of worldly people, who can love to go out and have a “good time?” with the enemies of 

God’s kingdom, who can “date” the sons and daughters of this world, only show thereby who 

they are themselves. “Birds of a feather flock together”. It is one of the very worst signs that can 

manifest themselves in your life. “Kind seeks kind”. The reason you can have a good time with 

such people is that you are willing to live their life, assume their position, indulge in their 

pleasures and keep silent about all that pertains to God and His Word. A true child of God cannot 

enjoy such company, but cries out with the psalmist of Israel, “Shall I not hate them that hate 

thee, Lord? and am I not grieved with them that rise up against thee? I hate them with a perfect 

hatred: I count them my enemies.” Psalm 139:21, 22. The world's life cannot be ours. “For what 

fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness? and what communion hath light with dark-

ness? And what concord hath Christ with Belial? or what part hath he that believeth with an in-

fidel?” II Cor. 6:14, 15. 

What, then, does it imply to love one's enemies? 

It means, on the one hand, that we from our side never live from the principle of carnal 

enmity and sin. Let the enemy do what he please. Let him curse and mock and persecute and 

gossip and seek our hurt. Let him devastate our land, confiscate our goods, take over our homes, 

carry our loved ones away and murder our countrymen in cold blood. Never may the wickedness 

of the ungodly tempt us to treat him in like fashion, to reward evil with evil, to say, “I will do so 

to him as he hath done to me” to regulate our lives according to the eye for an eye and tooth for a 

tooth philosophy. That condemns all war-time hatred too, of course. Remember those stories of 

hatred and revenge that came to us from the Netherlands during and after the late war? 

Remember how our valiant Dutch kin would stab a Nazi in the back here and throw a German in 

the ditch there and keep him from reaching shore until finally he drowned like a rat? We were 

proud of those tales of heroism and revenge! We laughed of sheer delight! We Dutch are won-

derful people! Those who dare to start anything with us have no idea what they are asking for! 

You say: Oh, but wasn’t it perfectly natural to do those things? Indeed, it was! But, it wasn't 

spiritual. While the Lord Jesus admonishes us to love them that hate us, to bless them that curse 

us, to pray for them that despitefully use us; and while Stephen prays that God may forgive those 

who were stoning him to death we say: nothing doing, we want revenge, and the more the better. 

While Jesus exhorts us to love our enemies we take supreme delight in tales of bloody ven-

geance. 

On the other hand, to love one’s enemies means, that we live always and in all things 

from the principle of the love of God. It implies, that we seek the true and abiding welfare of 

them who mean to do us harm. It means that we have the desire in our hearts that our enemy 

shall turn from his evil way, the way of destruction, and find life and peace for his soul. It 

implies, therefore, that we hold before him the way of truth and exhort him to depart from his 

iniquity. If he heeds our voice of love, and he will if he is a chosen vessel, you have been 

instrumental toward the salvation of his soul. If he despises your love, you have heaped coals of 

fire on his head, and in addition, you have heeded the precept of your God. 

* * * * * 

Thus, Christian friends, you reveal the life and love of God Himself. 

By nature you and I are enemies of God, are we not? We hated him with all our hearts 

and souls and mind and strength. We cursed and mocked Him to His face. We nailed His dear 

Son to the cross. We trampled His Word and covenant under foot. We lived the life of the devil. 

What can any enemy do to us that can begin to compare with what we did to God? According to 



the old man we still do all these things, even in the face of that wonderful salvation that God in 

His grace has prepared for us. How unthankful and evil we still are. How often we return to our 

evil ways like a dog to its own vomit and the sow to her wallowing in the mire. 

Nevertheless, God loves us and loves us now. For our enemies He prepares eternal 

salvation in the precious blood of His own Son. Such enemies He graciously regenerated, called, 

converted, justified and sanctified. Also now He does not reward us according to our iniquities, 

but is kind to us every day. 

Now do you understand why we must love our enemies? Having tasted the love of God 

as you did, shall we in turn live from the principle of carnal hatred and vengeance the moment 

anyone offends us in any way? Is that our calling? Is that being imitators of God as dear 

children? Is that reflecting the life and love of God as we should? 

Therefore: “Love your enemies”. 

Be merciful as your Father also is merciful. 

And your reward shall be great! 

Ye shall be the children of the Highest. 
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