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Japan. . . . 

“The Open Door was closing fast in China.” That was the first sentence of a very 

important lengthy article in Time magazine about Japan and MacArthur. In this opening sentence 

the writer took into account the serious situation of the Communist gains and threat in China in 

order to show the important position of Japan and America’s experiment in Japan. 

We ought to understand what is meant by the Open Door in China. This is a very import-

ant expression to grasp the critical situation in Asia and also to be able to observe the fulfillment 

of prophecy. The Open Door policy was officially adopted in 1899 under the leadership of the 

United States to solve the difficult problem of securing favorable trade relations with China. 

Trade with China had been going on for a long time in the past. Almost as soon as our country 

gained independence there was begun a rapid trade with China along with the other nations. 

However, trade with China in the beginning was always attended with many hardships. The 

American policy in the East has been to obtain the most-favored-nation treatment for American 

citizens and American commerce, or the open door as opposed to foreign spheres of influence. 

America was successful in gaining her point to secure equal rights as other nations to trade with 

China. This, however, has been explained as taking on an imperialistic aspect on the part of the 

foreign nations in China. (Cf. American Foreign Policy, Latane). 

Since these important happenings in China, Japan has emerged as a great nation and has 

at one time made a successful conquest of part of China, until she was stripped of all power 

recently by the United States. 

Recent developments in China, however, cause Japan to be the center of concern. 

In connection with this a correspondent of Time magazine interviewed MacArthur and 

gives us some of the famous general’s views. 

General MacArthur says that America’s frontiers are in Asia, and that we cannot abandon 

Asia to Communism any more than we can abandon Europe to Communism. He believes that in 

spite of what has happened in China we still have a chance there. We have the unique 

opportunity, he states, of making the Japanese people into a good society. They have an old 

adage here—as Japan goes, so goes Asia. “The history of the next 100 years, perhaps the next 

1000 years, may be decided here in the East,” is a significant statement of MacArthur which was 

put under his picture on the cover of Time magazine. 

 

Revelation. . . . 

These important statements caused me to sit up and compare them with the words of the 

Sunday evening text from Revelation 20 about the binding of Satan for a 1000 years and the final 

unloosing of Satan to deceive the nations that are on the four quarters of the earth. 

  MacArthur believes there are two great principles, Christianity and Freedom or 

Democracy in the world. He believes that our way of life can be imposed upon the East. So he 

also envisages a sort of a 1000 years. 

According to Revelation the nations which are on the four quarters of the earth are not 

moved by Satan for a 1000 years to think that they can overcome the camp of the saints. The 

camp of the saints is the Christian-civilized world represented by MacArthur in Japan. But then 

there is the point in Revelation that when the 1000 years are finished Satan will be loosed to 



deceived the nations to move them to battle. 

Whether democracy or communism shall gain control of the minds of the Asiatics must 

not become a matter of prediction. But it ought to become a matter of consideration that both 

forces as they are working in Asia are means to prepare for the final movement of the East 

against Western culture. This can very well be the hooks which the Lord shall put into the jaws 

of Magog to bring them forth. Ezekiel 38:4. 
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