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The snow has melted into the earth: the risen streams are rushing to seek their level; and 

the cold winds of winter have given way to the warm breezes of spring. People all over are once 

again succumbing to that annual “disease” called spring fever, myself included. This universal 

“disease” produces a multitude of various effects. In my case, it produces within me an 

irresistible urge to take to the fields and hike through meadows and woods. 

One of my recent expeditions took me into a dense forest in which I ran across a great 

number of curiosities which served as stimuli to my scientific study of God’s handiwork, nature. 

Deep in the middle of the forest I chanced upon a raging stream which created an enchanting 

monotone as it catapulted over small falls. The sound echoed through the trees and the whole 

scene produced an atmosphere conducive to serious and prolonged contemplation about nature 

and its Creator.  

As I sat upon the trunk of a fallen tree which was arching over the stream I was 

privileged to witness a very trivial struggle in nature of the sort which one would usually find 

only a passing interest in observing. A young squirrel was frolicking amongst the branches of the 

same tree on which I was resting. The scene was one of merriment but suddenly turned to one of 

tragedy as the little animal lost his footing and plunged into the stream below. He attempted to 

reach the bank but after a furious struggle became exhausted and drifted downstream over the 

falls to a certain death. 

My mind would not be turned from the plight of the little creature of the woods and ere 

long I found an analogy between it and my own life. My first father, Adam, once dwelt in the 

Garden of Eden where there was no sin, but he fell, and I with him. Thus I find my life is spent 

struggling against the stream of sin, struggling against the evils prevalent in my everyday life. 

And I find also, that I become at times exhausted and drift down the stream with the current, 

don't you? Perhaps I should be more specific and mention a few concrete examples: Do we not 

often neglect to study our Bible faithfully? I do, don’t you? Do we not often conduct ourselves 

foolishly at Society meetings, Catechism classes, etc.? I do, don’t you? Do we not often act 

insubordinate to our parents and teachers? I do, don’t you? Do we not often go to places which 

are on the questionable list? I do, don’t you? Do we not often spend the greater part of the day 

without even thinking in the least of our relationship to our Maker, viz. that we serve Him with 

our whole heart and mind and soul and strength continually?  I do, don’t you? This list could, of 

course, be extended indefinitely and if we followed thru our analogy in nature we could drift 

with the stream of sin over the falls into eternal hell. But, thanks be to God, the analogy does not 

continue. There is One more powerful than we who by His sovereign grace lifts us out of the 

stream of sin and leads us unto eternal life. When we understand this, we look back upon the evil 

in our life and know that sin is of the flesh but that our soul loves Jehovah. Do we now have the 

assurance that God sanctifieth us day by day and that He prepareth us for the life which is to 

come? 

I do, don't you? 

* * * * * 

For the good that I would, I do not, but the evil that I would not, that I do. I thank God through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. So then with the mind I myself serve the law of God: but with the flesh the 

law of sin.  Romans 7:19, 25. 
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