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Dear Schuiler: 

Is a career, rather than matrimony, ever a woman’s calling? If not, what can she do 

about it? May a Christian young woman pray for a husband? 

* * * * * 

This is really a threefold question, although the second question almost seems to imply 

that a negative reply is expected to the first question. 

Let me begin with the general
 
observation that it is the natural and the usual course of life 

that girls marry when they (as Scripture puts it) “pass the flower of their age.” It is natural to 

marry because God has laid both in man and woman the desire, the urge for married life. And He 

has willed that a man shall leave his father and mother and cleave unto his wife. And the same is 

true of a virgin. Hence, it is also a universal rule that young people marry. And God has 

instituted marriage for various reasons, (see e.g. the marriage form in the Psalter or Psalter 

Hymnal). 

Personally I think that if it were left entirely up to the young people there would be very 

few bachelors and spinsters. However, there are a good many things that enter into the picture. 

One must be physically well. One must find his (her) proper mate. And there are a good many 

circumstances which enter into the picture and which bring about the situation that a person 

remains single all his (her) life. Many things are beyond our control and we don't always get 

things the way we like them. But also then we must see the providential hand of God in our life. 

That brings me for the present to the conclusion that a girl often remains unmarried 

simply because she cannot find her proper mate. You can also say it this way: “The Lord does 

not give her a husband.” And if the Lord doesn't, we have to be satisfied with single life. That in 

the first place. 

It certainly is not and cannot be the calling of a girl to seek marriage at any price and at 

any cost. Can one be too particular? Yes, that is possible. But a good many girls in our day are 

not particular enough. Don’t ever marry a man just because he is a man and happens to come 

along and proposes to you. Also with a view to marriage we are bound to the principles of the 

Word of God. Which means among other things: 

 1. We must be convinced when we marry a particular party that it is a God-willed and 

God-directed marriage. 

 2. We must be able to love our partner. A marriage contrary to the expressed will of God, 

contrary to the principles of Scripture, not rooted in love, is bound to fail. It is much better to 

remain unmarried than to be unhappily married. All the more so because we believe on the basis 

of Scripture that marriage is a covenant relationship of man and wife which lasts for life. No, 

don't ever marry the wrong man. It cannot be the will of God, e.g. that you marry an unbeliever. 

That’s contrary to Scripture. If you cannot get any other man, God simply doesn’t want you to 

marry. 

“Is a career, rather than matrimony, ever a woman's calling?” Yes, I think that is very 

well possible. There may be exceptional cases when one has the gift of continence. There may be 

circumstances entirely beyond our control which clearly shows that the Lord leads us 

providentially in such a way that we remain unmarried. And it may be that we have a special 

task, vocation, which takes so much of our time and is so primary in our life that we simply don’t 



get married. Of course, for some it will be rather easy to be single, others will find it hard be-

cause they have a desire for married life, motherhood and family life. But the Lord always gives 

what is needed in all circumstances of life if we but live by faith and near to God. 

And don’t think for a moment that single life is necessarily an empty life without joy and 

without purpose, or that it is sin to remain single. Read I Corinthians 7 and you'll find out 

differently. We read e.g. in verse 28: “But and if thou marry, thou hast not sinned; and if a virgin 

marry, she hath not sinned. Nevertheless such shall have trouble in the flesh: but I spare you.” 

And again we read in verse 32: “But I would have you without carefulness. He that is unmarried 

careth for the things that belong to the Lord, how he may please the Lord.” And, finally, in vs. 

34: “There is a difference also between a wife and a virgin, the unmarried woman careth for the 

things of the Lord, that she may be holy both in body and in spirit: but she that is married careth 

for the things of the world, how she may please her husband.” —That shows us how full and 

blessed our life can be while we are single. (Of course, this will not be the case if we fret and 

murmur about it that we are not married). 

And there are a good many careers for women which mean a full- sized, worthwhile 

vocation and a full, busy life. Hence, to ask the question once again: “Is a career, rather than 

matrimony, ever a woman’s calling?’’ Yes, if the possibility is not there to marry in the Lord and 

(or) if a woman cannot find the man for whom she cares enough to marry him. That also, by 

implication, answers the second question. A girl should never throw herself at a man just for the 

mere purpose of obtaining a man. She should walk as a Christian girl, act her age, be natural, be 

herself, contain herself. For the rest we must also leave this very important matter in our life up 

to God. 

“May a Christian young woman pray for a husband?” She may not only pray for a 

husband, she should by all means. (I am afraid it isn’t done enough by many. If it were done 

more they wouldn’t take marriage so lightly). And that always in subjection to God's will. If thus 

we obtain a husband we receive him from the Lord. If the Lord does not grant our request we 

know that it is not His will, and then we certainly should seek the career for which we are 

equipped. And that often means for a woman: doing domestic duties, dealing with God’s 

covenant children, performing works of mercy. Or it also may mean any other legitimate work, 

vocation or task by which we can provide for our daily bread and besides be actively engaged in 

various kinds of Kingdom work. 

Which brings me to the conclusion: If you are married in the Lord, no matter how great 

the sorrows in your married life, you are spiritually rich in Him and in one another’s love. And if 

you are single because the Lord thus leads your life providentially, no matter how humble your 

station in life, you are rich in Christ and in the consciousness that you belong to the family of 

God and that the children of God’s people are your children because of the unity of faith in 

Christ. And then, too, you will gladly serve the Lord in single life, do what your hands find to do 

and be happy in Him who is your Strength and Guide even unto death. 
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