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Beyond The Atom is an appraisal of our Christian faith in this age of atomic science. It is 

written by Dr. John De Vries, professor of chemistry at Calvin College. 

In the author’s preface he states, “This book is designed to show that the only source of 

power lies in God. It is addressed primarily to orthodox Christians to strengthen their faith. . . . 

The non-Christian may see design in the universe but he will never find there the loving Father 

who gave His Son for our redemption. But if we have learned to know God aright by His Word 

we can obtain a clearer picture of His greatness from a study of the world which He created.” 

The author does not refute or ridicule the findings of scientific study and the scientific 

data which we now have, nor does he condone the theories and hypotheses of the non-Christian 

scientists who seek to explain all things without God. He warns Christians not to hang their head 

in shame when accused of being intolerant and prejudiced, and shows that the Christian approach 

towards the findings of science is a logical one based on faith in the God who created heaven and 

earth. Throughout the book he shows how illogical, prejudiced and blind is the approach of the 

scientist who reasons without God. He brings out the need that more of us as Christians should 

study the problems of science and should know the errors presented by the non-Christian scien-

tists so that we may testify of our faith and exert the influence that we should in the world about 

us. 

This book is written so that the laymen who has no formal training in science can read 

and understand it. There are parts of it that deal with technicalities of such a nature as to be 

puzzling to the average reader even though written in the simplest terms unless he has had at 

least some education in the basic facts of chemistry and physics. However some of the chapters 

are thrilling revelation of the greatness of an Almighty God to the reader who has never dreamed 

that the things of this universe are so incomprehensible to our finite minds. 

I feel that this book is to be recommended not only to the intellectual readers of Beacon 

Lights; but anyone who is willing to put forth some effort of concentration as he reads this book 

will enjoy it and profit from it. 
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