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This book includes three books, under the sub-titles of William, Paul, and Claire. It is a 

very lengthy book, covering the history of the Scott Iron Works in Pittsburg, Pa., from 1873 to 

1941. Mary Rafferty, a sixteen-year-old Irish girl from the slums came to work for the Scotts as a 

maid. She became very much attached to Mr. and Mrs. William Scott and their five children and 

also developed an interest in the Scott’s iron mill. To his father's disappointment, William, Jr., 

took no interest in the mill, but Paul, the second son, made up for his brothers half-hearted work 

by majoring in metallurgy and installing modern techniques in the making of iron and steel. 

He dared not tell his parents that he loved the little Irish servant girl. Mary, and for a 

while they courted in secret. Mary refused to marry Paul, and even after his father consented, 

Mary said she would not have Paul married to a maid. 

Paul finally married Louise Kane, a girl of his own social standing. Three boys were born 

to them, and when Louise committed suicide after a quarrel with Paul, Mary brought up the boys 

and took the part of Paul’s wife, though she never married him. 

Throughout the book Mary was continually helping one or another of the Scott children. 

The Scott iron mill in the book is pictured almost as a sacred institution that must be 

protected from disaster at all cost. Many social problems concerning the mill arise, such as the 

problem of labor unions battling with the management, reconversion for World Wars I and II, 

and the depression with its resulting unemployment. 

The author deals with various problems in the course of the book, such as illicit love 

affairs, Catholicism versus Presbyterianism, and the reasons for world wars and bloodshed 

among men. She bases her answers to these problems on a very materialistic view of life. Her 

characters are worldly, many of them living lives of vice which she certainly does not condemn, 

but seems to condone. The name of God is profaned continually. 

The title of the book is taken from the passage in Joel 3:10-13, “Beat your plowshares 

into swords and your pruning hooks into spears: let the weak say, I am strong. Multitudes, 

multitudes in the valley of decision: for the day of the Lord is near in the valley of decision.” 

Though the author claims she bases her book on these texts, she has written a profane, worldly 

story, and it should be treated by the Christian as such. 
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