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The recent assembly of notable men at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology is of 

interest not only to the world at large but to the Christian, especially the young Christian who is 

in his college years. It is interesting because in this meeting, the leaders of our age were engaged 

in an interpretation of the time in which we live and its significance for the human race. M. I. T. 

is an engineering school, the finest in our country if not in the whole world. Situated on the north 

bank of the Charles River in Cambridge overlooking the Back Bay district of the city of Boston, 

its huge laboratories and buildings loom as a familiar land mark in the sky-line of the greater 

Boston area. From these buildings a wealth of scientific information has issued forth and in 

World War II this school was the source and mainspring of nearly all the advances in the 

wartime invention of radar, electronics, atom smashers and a host of other highly important 

technical developments which gave this country and the allied nations the margin of victory. 

Since the war the flow of new inventions and ideas has continued but now another factor 

has entered the situation. The leaders of this important school have come to realize that the 

technical output of the school must be used in a manner that will not result in the destruction of 

mankind nor foster a breakdown of human civilization. They have begun to try to relate their 

moral responsibility to their technical developments. 

With this in mind, a convocation of important men from the world’s political industrial, 

commercial, and educational fields was called. Men such as Churchill of England. Stassen of the 

U. S. political scene, Maritain of Princeton University, and a host of other men of the highest 

repute were engaged in panel discussions and speeches on such sweeping topics as "Science, 

Materialism, and the Human Spirit”, “The Role of the Individual in a World of Institutions”, 

"The Problem of World Production” etc. We cite all this to show that we have at this M. I. T. 

convocation an attempt to form a world-life view that will meet the so-called needs of the times. 

We also wish to state that some of the men appearing at this gathering were men who are 

atheists and proceed to work in the wicked folly of atheism and very nearly all the men, if not 

everyone had no adequate answer acceptable to all others. Each one appeared to have his own 

petty mad folly. In analyzing some of the speeches, copies of which I have in my own personal 

possession, I find that the answer to the problem is always materialistic. 

We can cite an example in the speech of R. T. Haslam, Vice-president of Standard Oil 

Company of New Jersey, the essence of which is that if all the energy resources of the world 

such as coal, oil, hydroelectric energy, atomic energy, were harnessed completely in all areas of 

the world, an enduring peace would follow as a consequence. 

Without being trite, I want to point out to you that we hold a Scripturally authentic world 

and life view which teaches us that “the fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom”. Secondly, 

that the wisdom of this world, i.e., the M. I. T. convocation, is foolishness with God. Thirdly, 

that it has pleased God to give the wisdom of God to His own people who very often are the 

simple and foolish according to the standards of this world. Fourthly, that this world is not worth 

saving. It is, as it were, labelled with a label marked “Reserved for destruction”. And finally that 

a new creation shall appear at the end of time established by the omnipotent word of the Lord 

even as the first creation and that all the “simple and foolish of this world” shall inherit that new 

heaven and new earth and shall live in perfection in a glory that defies description. 

 



Originally Published in: 

Vol 9 No 8 May 1949 


