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As you know the sub-heading of our general theme for this month's issue is a frequently 

discussed matter. Nevertheless, it is but fitting that we include this subject under the discussion 

of the glory of God. Not only to make the scope of our general theme complete; but also due to 

the ease which our concern for the Glory of God departs from us as we become engaged in the 

activities of our leisure hours. In the following outline you will probably find much of the 

contents is of a controversial nature, but this we feel, is not undesirable for the purpose of 

discussion. It is also of a general nature so that you may devote your discussion to particular 

forms of amusement as you deem it necessary. 

 

I. What do we mean by amusements? 

 A. Usually includes all sorts of pleasant occupations whereby we disengage attention from 

serious pursuits of life. 

  1. Those activities in which we partake solely for the joy we derive from them. 

  2. Activities purposing to recuperate one’s jadd mental and physical powers. 

 B. Generally speaking this includes two types, one usually referred to as amusement the 

other  

  as recreation. 

  1. Amusement, activities of enjoyment requiring little exertion either mental or physical. 

   a. Reading of light material, reading for enjoyment, not for the sake of knowledge. 

   b. Attending plays, movies, listening to radio, etc. 

  2. Recreation implies expenditure of energy agreeable and refreshing, (sports, etc.) 

 

II. Possibility of a Christian participating in these activities. 

 A. Appetite for amusement seemingly universal. (Apparent in every individual in varying 

degrees.) 

  1. Is it a natural instinct hence a God-given quality? 

   a. If so would it not have a definite place in life. 

   b. If not is it then a desire of the natural man arising from his fall into sin hence to be 

condemned. 

  2. Must this appetite for enjoyment necessarily be satisfied? 

   a. To prevent the vitality for daily labors from being impaired. 

   b. As a necessity for developing character and personality of an individual. 

 B. Profit obtained by devoting one’s time to amusement. 

  1. Dependent upon the particular nature of the entertainment selected. 

   a. Are all amusements in themselves sinful? 

   b. Can they be used for their social value of character development, relieving one of 

the strain and pressure of his daily labors, thus refreshing his powers and 

capacities for further duty, of possibly as a bulwark against temptations of leisure 

hours. 

 C. Can these activities achieve their purpose for the Christian? 

  1. Is there a strain in the daily life of a Christian from which he must be relieved by 

diverting his thoughts. 



  2. May or can these activities be refreshing to him? 

 

III. Some dangers and objections involved in the issue. 

 A. Arrogates interests and desires for higher pursuits of life. 

  1. Resulting in a decline in intellectual pursuits. 

  2. Causing a lack of concern for duties. 

 B. Expenditure of time and money in such a manner; Kingdom causes are neglected. 

Amusements become sole interest, purpose for which we live. 
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