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LESSON XXXI. 

The Spiritual Blind Man Sees 

(John 9:26-41) 

 

The Jews and the Man Born Blind, vss. 26-34. 

In vs. 25 the man born blind once more emphasizes that once he was blind but now he 

sees. That simply is a fact. So the Jews are back where they were before and as utterly helpless. 

All they know is to ask the question over again. But they are determined not to admit that Jesus 

opened his eyes. But it is with this question that the beggar takes the offensive while the Jews go 

on the defensive. The tables are being turned. He tells them that he did tell them once but they 

did not hear, i.e. not believe it then. Why tell them again. Or—it is perhaps possible that they had 

a change of mind and now want to become His disciples? According to the original the beggar 

expects a negative answer, but, so he may have reasoned, one can never tell. 

To revile, vs. 28 is all that is left for them to do. Already the man is suffering as a 

Christian. I Peter 4. But they are disciples of Moses. Naturally the Moses of whom they speak is 

a fictitious one, for Moses certainly spoke of Christ. They know from whence Moses is, but 

know nothing about Jesus, so they speak. Therefore they cannot believe in Him. What they 

know, that alone counts. About Jesus they know nothing and therefore He may be an imposter. 

Boldly the beggar makes an actual speech. The more they try to deny the work of Jesus 

the bolder the beggar becomes in defense of Him. And so it always goes. By trying to quench the 

light men only force it to shine the brighter to their own undoing. Here the beggar asserts that 

this act of Jesus (opening his eyes) shows whom He is. It is a manifest proof that in some way 

He is God. Notice the man’s logic, which is very sound. The point to be proven is that Jesus is 

connected with God. Now the Jews also agreed that God does not hear flagrant sinners. Only the 

God-fearing does He hear. The second step in his logic is that it simply is unheard of that even a 

God-fearing man opened the eyes of a person born blind. Remember that the maladies with 

which men are born are usually incurable, surely blindness. But what no God-fearing man has 

ever done Jesus did. Now follows the conclusion. Therefore Jesus must be of God, vs. 33. 

The Jews feel the sting of the truth. Their comeback is again devilish, trying to defend 

themselves. This man was born in sin because he was born blind. And such a man teach them? 

And they threw him out. i.e., out of the building. This does not refer to excommunication since 

there is no indication of an official meeting. He is simply cast out of the fellowship of the Jews 

which later most likely was followed by excommunication. 

Questions: How do men today deny and oppose the truth while they boast in the fact that 

they are the sons of the fathers of the church? How do men do this with Reformed Doctrine? Or 

with Calvinism? What is wrong with the Pharisees’ idea of believing only that which they know? 

 

Jesus Finishes His Own Work, vss. 31-41. 

With that purpose in mind Jesus contacts the expelled man. Thou, dost thou believe on 

the Son of God? So it reads in the Greek. Christ does not speak of a prophet of the Lord or some 

other servant, because the man himself implied in his words that not at any time did a God-

fearing man heal one born blind, therefore he must be more than mere man. At this time he is 



receptive for the positive revelation of the Son of God. Notice in particular Jesus’ answer in vs. 

37. ‘‘Thou hast both seen Him and He who is speaking with thee is He. The question is how the 

man had seen Jesus before. The implication is that Jesus refers to something different than 

physical seeing. It must mean that he had seen Jesus in the miracle, and this is the same one who 

is now talking to him. And he believes, and worships Jesus. Notice the tremendous difference be-

tween the effect of the miracle upon the Pharisees and this man. 

Now Jesus makes a final statement. What Jesus is about to say has already become 

evident in the effects of the miracle. He is come for judgment, i.e., give a verdict, with its effect 

upon those seeing and those not seeing. Those not seeing are not merely people who are born 

blind spiritually but who by the Holy Spirit realize their blindness. These by virtue of Jesus’ 

judgment are made to see the spiritual realities, Jesus Christ and His salvation. But those seeing 

are people who though they are equally blind by nature think they see. These also by virtue of 

Jesus’ judgment are made blind i.e., are brought into greater darkness. Notice, they do not remain 

blind, but are made blind. Christ always affects men unto salvation or condemnation. This some 

of the Pharisees hear. Certainly they are not made blind? Notice Jesus’ remarkable answer. He 

inverts their words. The beggar, according to them, was born blind due to his sins, but they see 

and therefore are not guilty of such sins. Hence, seeing means righteousness, not seeing means 

that we are sinful. But Jesus says: the blind have no sin and those seeing are sinful. 

Questions: Show the tremendous responsibility of all those who come into contact with 

Jesus through the Word. How are people blind today like the Pharisees? Explain the last part of 

vs. 3 in the light of the whole chapter which we have now studied. 

 

LESSON XXXII. 

Jesus The Door Of The Sheep 

(John 1:10) 

 

The Parable, vss. 1-6. 

This discourse was in all likelihood occasioned by the reactions of Israel’s leaders to the 

miracle of giving sight to the man born blind. First of all they emphasized to him that they were 

the teachers of the people, not he as a beggar. Secondly, as teachers they cast him out, vs. 34. 

This they do with the sheep. Therefore Christ here depicts against the dark background of these 

evil actions the right action of the Shepherd of the sheep. 

The parable itself is not too difficult to understand. Jesus pictures before their eyes a 

sheepfold, a walled or fenced enclosure, where the sheep are kept at night, while during the day 

they are led out to pasture. It is also understood that there were several different herds of sheep 

within this fold, each having its own shepherd. In the morning each shepherd would come to his 

sheep, through the gate, of course, and the porter knowing him would open the gate for him. 

Thereupon the shepherd would call his sheep, even by name. These herds were small, and 

evidently each sheep has his own name. When the shepherd would in the morning call their 

names they would follow him. But if a stranger would call their name they would refuse to 

follow, knowing very distinctly the voice of their own master. From a stranger they would flee, 

for they know not his voice. 

Now the point of the parable is that the true shepherd can come to his sheep only through 

the door. And coming in this way as a true shepherd, his sheep will hear his voice and follow 

him. But there are also false shepherds (these Pharisees). They enter not by the door, but climb 

up some other way. These the sheep do not follow, for they know them not. Beautiful indeed is 



this parable. But they understood not these words, therefore Jesus will explain it to them.  

 

The Application of the Parable, vss. 7-10. 

The point to be emphasized is that Jesus is the door. This implies first of all that He died 

for His own; only through His righteousness is there life for his sheep. There is salvation in no 

other name under heaven. For this very reason He is their great shepherd, the Chief Shepherd. In 

the strict sense of the word He is their only shepherd. And being their only shepherd through His 

blood He gives them life and abundance. (The translation ‘more abundantly' is not the best). In 

Christ is abundance of spiritual life, of all the blessings of salvation. From Him we receive grace 

for grace, ch. 1:16. 

But Christ also has undershepherds, pastors, teachers, etc. They, too, must come to the 

sheep, always call them unto themselves and lead them into the green pastures of His Word. To 

His sheep they can come, however, only through Him, the door. Anyone that despises and rejects 

Him cannot possibly come to His sheep. Neither will His sheep hear their voice. (More about this 

in the subsequent verses). All those who do not come with Christ are thieves and robbers. This is 

also true of all those that came before Jesus and claimed to be the Christ. They are of the devil, 

for they came to destroy and kill. This they always try to do in the church. How terrible to have 

thieves and robbers in the midst of God's fold! No, the shepherds must use the door. They must 

come in the name of Christ and with Christ, and with nothing else. Every lesson and sermon 

must be .about Him the gift of God's sovereign love. 

Questions: Who does Jesus refer to first of all with the expression “thieves and robbers"? 

Why does He designate them this way instead of calling them by name? Doesn't every minister 

today, within the realm of Christianity, come with Christ and therefore through the door? Who 

really are the thieves and robbers today? Are they such consciously and deliberately? What is our 

tremendous calling in the light of this parable? 

 

LESSON XXXIII. 

Jesus' The Good Shepherd 

(John 10:11-21) 

 

Jesus Gives His Life For His Sheep, vss. 11-16. 

In the previous verses of this chapter John tells us that Jesus is the door to the sheep of 

God’s fold. In these verses he continues with the same imagery telling us how Jesus is that door, 

namely, as the Good Shepherd who lays down His life for His own. Vs. 11 is the theme of this 

second part of His discourse. Hence, though our Lord speaks of the idea of a shepherd, what his 

duties are, etc., all the emphasis falls on Himself as the Good Shepherd. 

He is the Good Shepherd. He is good in the sense that he is all He had to be to be the 

Shepherd of His people. Therefore He is in a class all by Himself; no other shepherd(s) can ever 

be placed in the same category. He is the Chief Shepherd, the Supreme One. 

Being the Good Shepherd Jesus goes on to describe what this implies. First of all He 

owns all His sheep, they are His own. They belong to Him, given Him of the Father. The same 

idea we find in the first Lord's Day of our Heidelberg Catechism. Consequently He also knows 

His sheep. He certainly knows them all by name. To Jesus there will be no strangers in heaven. 

He knew all His own from eternity, those given Him of the Father. And because they are His 

own and He knows them in love, He gives His life for them. In this He contrasts Himself with 

the hireling. The latter is a shepherd only for a time, and does such for wages. He is not inter-



ested first of all in the sheep, but in himself. Wages he wants. Consequently, when the wolf 

comes, and his own life is endangered, he flees, having more love for himself than for the sheep 

entrusted in his care. By way of implication Jesus here tells us what every hireling does and what 

every good shepherd should do, but the emphasis is placed on His own person and work. Always 

there are hirelings in Christ’s church, who seek themselves. The wolves are also present, seeking 

to destroy Christ’s flock. Unceasingly do they seek to destroy and scatter, and with every 

occasion does the hireling flee. Recall from history, for example, the actions of many leaders 

during times of persecution. 

But this Christ never does. For His sheep, being His own, knowing them, and loving 

them, He will lay down His life. Let the wolves come, and all the enemies! And they did come. 

O how the forces of darkness tried to annihilate His church throughout time and also while He 

was on earth. To save them He did die on the cross. Such love He had for them. But through that 

same way He saved them. This is the wisdom of God, I Cor. 1. Through His death His sheep are 

saved. 

In vs. 16 Jesus says that there are also other sheep, which are not of this fold. The 

Premillenialists explain this to mean that the Jews are one fold and the Gentiles the other, and 

that they will forever remain two separate folds. But Jesus first speaks of two folds, and then 

says that they will be one. Now He is gathering, through the hearing of His voice, His own from 

among the Jewish nation. In the New Dispensation He will gather His sheep from among the 

Gentiles and in heaven they will be all one. There Christ as the chief shepherd will rule over His 

one fold gathered from all ages, conditions, and races. 

Questions: Give examples of wolves trying to destroy Christ's sheep. In which other ways 

do men show that they are hirelings? Give examples of true under-shepherds who stay with the 

sheep in the midst of the greatest dangers. 

 

Jesus Does This Voluntarily, As The Son Of God, vss. 17-18. 

The question arises how the sheep can be saved when the shepherd is killed by the 

wolves. With men this is impossible, but with Christ this is the way in which they are saved. He 

can lay down His life but also take it again. Christ was raised by the Father, but also arose by His 

own power, in fact He laid down His life in order that He might take it again so that He then, 

having justified them, He might give them the heavenly life with God. In no other way could He 

be the Good Shepherd. 

In vs. 18 Jesus says that this was purely a voluntary matter. No one takes His life from 

Him. He has power, i.e., the right, the authority to lay it down and take it again. He is free to do 

both. Never did God compel Him to do it. And yet this was His commission from the Father. The 

question is how this work can be a commission and yet be done voluntarily. This nevertheless is 

the truth of the matter. The Father commissioned Him as the Saviour, to die and to arise again. 

This was His work as shepherd. But God also commissioned Him to do this voluntarily. Never 

might Christ even for one moment do this because of Divine compulsion. His work must always 

be one of pure love. In a certain sense we must do the same thing. God commands us to serve 

Him with all our hearts, etc. And yet we must do it out of love, never because of high-pressure. 

The service of God must always be voluntary! 

Questions: What is the difference between our death and Christs'! Why must Christ's 

work be voluntary at all times? Why must we serve Him in love?  

 

The Reaction, vss. 19-21. 



The effect, as always, is twofold. With the truth the thoughts of many hearts are always 

revealed. No one can possibly remain neutral over against Jesus. Notice the extremes. Many, i.e., 

the majority said that He has a devil, and is mad. Is there any reason for hearing such a man? But 

others remember His works. Even though they don’t understand Him, and grasp the significance 

of His words they somehow feel attracted to Him and certainly cannot condemn Him like most 

of them do. Perhaps this was the beginning of their believing in Him. 

 

LESSON XXXIV. 

Jesus’ Attestation As The Messiah At The Feast of Dedication 

(John 10:22-42) 

 

Jesus The Christ, vss. 22-31. 

The Feast of Dedication was instituted by the Jews several hundreds of years before the 

time of Christ in commemoration of the cleansing and rededication of the temple after its 

profanation by Antiochus Epiphanes, who polluted everything that was holy and severely 

persecuted the Jews. This feast took place some two months after the Feast of Tabernacles, ch. 

7:1. How much time elapsed between this discourse and the one of the Good Shepherd, is hard to 

say, if any. Jesus refers to Himself as the Good Shepherd again in vss. 26ff. 

Since it is winter Jesus is walking in a sheltered place in the temple. Again the Jews 

surround Him and affront Him with the question concerning His Messiahship. They no longer 

want to be held in suspense. It is doubtful whether they were sincere in this request since they 

had time and again called Him the prince of the devils, etc. Possibly they would once more try to 

catch Him in His words But the Lord’s answer is always the same. Let them behold His works, 

done in the Father’s name. He can tell them, but they won't believe Him anyway. 

But even these works don't bring them to faith. And now Jesus tells them why not. They 

are not of His sheep. His sheep always hear His voice, He knows them and they follow Him. 

This implies that since they are not elect, they do not have the Holy Spirit in their hearts and 

therefore have no ears to hear the words of the Shepherd. Therefore they do not believe. In our 

day men would invert this order: they are not of Jesus’ sheep because they do not believe. This is 

true, but certainly not the full truth. 

The sheep that do hear Jesus' voice are kept safely by Him. No one shall pluck them out 

of His hand, because He is of God. He and the Father are one. Thereupon the Jews will stone 

Him. This is their answer. 

Questions: Why didn’t Jesus once and for all satisfy these Jews by telling them that He 

was the Christ? Would such an assertion regarding His person be satisfactory to the believer? Is 

it possible to know the person of the Son of God without His works? What comfort does the 

church find in vs. 27 in times of apostasy and persecution 

 

The Son of God Accused of Blasphemy, vss. 31-39. 

The question is why the Jews will stone Jesus, vs. 32. Jesus asks them for which good 

work they are doing this since He has done so many of them. But they fail to see any of these 

works; only their law do they know, no blasphemer may live. And they will take the law into 

their own hands. They have no scruples against this. Thereupon Jesus quotes Psalm 82:6. There 

the children of God are called gods. The psalm deals with judges and rulers of Israel, who were 

appointed to their offices by God. If these men, who also were wicked, were called gods, how 

can they say of Him whom the Father hath sanctified and sent into the world that He is a blas-



phemer because He says that He is the Son of God? Understand that Jesus here is not proving 

His identity, but that being called the Son of God (not gods) they have no right to consider Him a 

blasphemer and therefore try to stone Him. Then the “gods” of Ps. 82 certainly should have been 

stoned, but were not. However, the Jews may object by saying they truly were commissioned of 

God, but of this Jesus we know nothing. Therefore Jesus in the vss. 37, 38 again tells them that 

His works prove that He is of the Father. He even gives them right to not believe if He does not 

do the works of His Father. In vs. 38 He further tells them to believe in His works, if they refuse 

to rely upon His word. For His works certainly prove that He is the Son of God, and that the 

Father is in Him and He in the Father. Notice how the theme of the book is always and again 

brought to the foreground and the very stumbling block for the Jews. Again they sought to take 

Him, but He escaped. Notice that each time they come to hate Him more because He says that 

He is the Son of God. 

Questions: Show that Jesus certainly does not try to persuade these people unto faith or 

preaches a general offer of salvation. Is it Reformed to say that the preaching of the Gospel is 

general but the content particular? Was faith in the works of Jesus sufficient unto salvation? 

 

Jesus In Perea, vss. 40-42. 

Jesus now goes to Perea, east of the Jordan. These people evidently have heard of Him 

before through John. Jesus evidently also performed miracles here since we read of signs. And 

many believed on Him there. Notice the difference. Stones for Jesus in Jerusalem, the capital and 

center of the theocracy, and faith in Jesus in Perea, whose inhabitants undoubtedly to a great 

extent were Gentiles. He will not leave this country until Lazarus must be raised. 
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