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The first question I received to be answered in this new rubric of the Beacon Lights is 

whether or not the soul of man is immortal. The questioner is somewhat confused because of an 

alleged statement made by one of our ministers that no one has an immortal soul, no. not even 

Christ in His state of humiliation. It must be that our questioner has always been of the opinion 

that our bodies are mortal because they shall presently return to the dust and cease to exist, but 

that our souls are immortal because they continue to exist even after death, either in heaven or in 

hell. Here we have an example of how erroneous terminology often leads to wrong thinking. 

How often we hear the expression “our immortal soul”, yes, we have become so accustomed to it 

that we are somewhat shocked when we are told that our souls are not immortal. And yet it is 

true. Our souls are not immortal, as long as this mortal has not yet put on immortality. (I Cor. 

15:33, 34). 

This mistaken notion of the immortality of the soul is due to the fact that in our thinking 

we have identified immortality with mere continued existence. It is indeed true that the soul of 

man continues to exist after death. This is clearly revealed to us in the Scriptures. But mere 

existence is not immortality. Only heathen philosophy identifies mere continued existence with 

immortality, and therefore speaks of man's soul as being immortal, but the Holy Scriptures never 

speak thus. Mortal means being subject to death, and that is true of man, and also of Christ in His 

state of humiliation, both according to body and soul. Immortality signifies that which cannot be 

subject to death and is applicable in the first place only to God, who only hath immortality, (I 

Tim. 6:16) and to them who by His grace triumph over death. It was only after His resurrection 

that the apostle could say of Christ, that death had no more dominion over Him. Rom. 6:9. But in 

His state of humiliation Christ subjected Himself unto death, both according to body and soul. 

Hence He could say. ‘Now is my soul exceedingly sorrowful even unto death’, and in the 

psalmist He already prophesied, “For thou wilt not leave my soul in hell: neither wilt thou suffer 

Thine Holy One to see corruption”. (Psalm 16:10).  

 

P. S.:—Next time the question concerning the “Soul and Spirit”. 
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