
A Summer Youth Camp? 
Schuiler 

 

 

 Dear Schuiler: 

What is your opinion of a summer youth camp for the Protestant Reformed church? 

There could be such subjects as swimming and diving, art and handicraft, nature study, 

etc. The main subject would be Bible study and in the light of His Word the others. 

It might be an excellent way of binding the youth together and of giving them an 

educational vacation. 

Sincerely, 

Mrs. F. H. 

 

Nice thoughts expressed in this letter, don’t you agree with me, young people? What 

could be nicer than spending a vacation with and among our own Protestant Reformed young 

people. What an ideal way of seeking diversion nd Christian entertainment, while at the same 

time we would be guided by the Word of God in all our doings. What a fine combination of 

entertainment: relaxation, diversion, study, and thus receive an educational vacation. There is in-

deed much in the letter that appeals to me. I have nothing against the ideal, and if we could see 

our way clear to bring this ideal to realization “Schuiler'’ certainly would approve of such an 

undertaking. 

I could quit now and say: “That's my opinion”. However, now that we are on the subject I 

should say a little more. And when I am finished with my remarks the outlook is perhaps not too 

optimistic. 

A good many questions can be raised in connection with this subject and a good many 

problems are involved. To begin with, I was told that a few years ago there were some young 

people in Grand Rapids who were seriously interested in a similar venture. They obtained 

literature on the subject, did some investigating, tried to interest some of our ministers in the 

cause, etc. The outcome was that the whole matter was dropped. Although I am not familiar with 

the details, I presume that after some preliminary investigation they were confronted with so 

many problems that they could not see their way clear. 

And now the question is brought up again by Mrs. H. In connection with the above letter 

I would first of all like to raise a few questions. What age group does Mrs. H. have in mind; what 

age group would we have in mind? Would this be a youth camp for young people, say from 16 

years and upward, or would it be a place for boys and girls, say from 12-15 years of age? Or do 

we have both age groups in mind? If the latter, we should not put them together in one camp for 

that would not work out too well. They wouldn’t fit together. 

Another question is: “Would we have such a youth camp for a few weeks, a month, 

during the summer months?” That would make a lot of difference and call for different planning. 

And how many would go at a time? It seems to me it would be nicest if the groups were not too 

large. 

And now a few problems that are involved. Can you just obtain a camp, rent a place for a 

few weeks, a few months? Even if you can, that will cost a lot of money. If anything ever should 

materialize in this line it might be best to first try it out on a very limited scale and for a very 

limited time. But even then the question: “Could we get the financial backing which we need, so 

as to be certain that expenses can be paid?’’ is of paramount importance. 



And would there be sufficient interest among our young people so that it could be a 

success, even on a small scale, from the very start? I am rather afraid that our denomination is 

too small and those interested too few in number to make it a success. 

And then the problem: “Who is to run and supervise the camp?” You have to have 

supervision, a guiding hand which is efficient and an expert in the field of dealing with youth, 

and people willing and able to give themselves for such a  cause. Are there such willing workers 

among us who have the ability, the vision, the courage, the enthusiasm to undertake such a ven-

ture? That would mean a whole lot already. We need men and women to run the camp, we need 

people to back us up financially, we need young people who are willing and able to go to our 

“Summer Youth Camp”. 

Yes, I feel for the idea, but I am not too optimistic about the possibility of its realization. 

But, perhaps, some of our readers like to express their opinion about this subject in “Beacon 

Lights”. If so, I feel confident that your contributions are not only welcome but also will be 

printed and given careful consideration by those who direct the affairs of our magazine. 

And if there should be those who can “see the light”, and who are willing to work heart 

and soul for the ideal mentioned and can come with definite plans and proposals, write to Beacon 

Lights. 

In conclusion I might say this: “A Summer Youth Camp for young people of our 

Protestant Reformed Churches would be far preferable to spending a vacation on our public 

beaches and other centers of worldliness, immorality and corruption. What could be nicer than 

being able to maintain our distinctiveness among our own distinctive group. 

SCHUILER 
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