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May I say at once, that, in this .essay, which will be of a practical nature. I am not 

pointing the finger at anyone in particular, but all of us in general, self most of all. 

What a difference between men, the mighty and the feeble, the important and the 

insignificant, the energetic and the sluggish! What a contrast, as that between day and night! 

Energy suggests power, determination, ability and willingness to work. The man of energy is the 

man of definite purpose and willingness to work with all his might for the realization of that 

purpose. These qualities will accomplish much. That is true in the world, in its own way and with 

a view to its own carnal purposes. However, that is also true in the church. Of the latter we are 

speaking tonight, of course. Also here determination and real willingness to work, motivated by 

the life of God and faith in Christ, will accomplish a great deal. Faith, therefore, must be 

exercised. All God’s people may and do have faith, but the energetic exercise it more than the 

sluggish. 

We need more men of energy, also today. We feel it on every hand. Church life is 

becoming more and more stagnant. Nor do we have to go outside of our own circles, where the 

work of the kingdom and numerous opportunities presented to us every day are suffering because 

of our own sluggish ways. 

Let us take our school movement for an example. If we were full of zeal and energy for 

the cause, would not the school have been built by this time: a school where our children can be 

instructed in the proper world and life view; a school where they can be taught on the basis of the 

pure doctrine of salvation as we may confess it? Perhaps the sluggish are tempted to say that our 

children should receive this in the church and the home. They should, but it is certainly necessary 

that they receive it in the school too. If a child is taught one thing in the church and at home and 

the very opposite in school it will soon lead to hopeless confusion. That is one of our greatest 

callings on earth: to teach our children the truth. Yes, brethren, if we were full of Christian zeal 

we could remove mountains that lie in our path and further the cause in which we have our name 

and place. However, if we are going to be uncooperative, shirk our duty and share of the 

kingdom work and quibble about all kinds of insignificant things, we can rest assured that the 

cause will suffer and our children will not get the school they need. Give us more men like those 

who started the school movement — like those who are giving so freely of their time and energy 

today,— men, who feel the need of the thing and are determined that we shall have a school of 

our own. 

Take the Standard Bearer for another example. Give us more men like those who started 

our Standard Bearer, who are still working on it in the face of much opposition by the sluggards 

of our own circles. There are too many who will have nothing to do with this work for the 

Standard Bearer. There are too many who refuse even to read the paper. Ask them: Why? The 

answer is: all you get is doctrine, doctrine, and more doctrine. Let us turn to Scripture for the 

answer to this. In II Timothy 4:2 and 3 we read, “Preach the Word: be instant in season, out of 

season: reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine. For the time will come when 

they will not endure sound doctrine: but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves 

teachers, having itching ears.” We also hear the complaint that the articles are too deep. For 

anyone who is brought up in the church from childhood on this is a terrible confession to make. 

It certainly does not speak well of one’s interest in spiritual things. Any normal person can learn 



anything he is really interested in. 

Yes, give us more men of energy and stability, who are not swayed by every wind that 

blows; men who do not have to be coaxed and begged to lend a hand in the work of the kingdom. 

It doesn’t take long to discover a sluggard. Ask for his cooperation, a little of his time and 

energy, and he find a thousand excuses. You plead with him to lend a hand, you seek to persuade 

him of his duty, but there is no response. He can’t do it. He has no time. He is too tired after a 

day’s work. Brethren, we must not keep our arms folded and simply hope for things to come to 

pass. Let’s get to work on what the Lord gives us to do. 

In church life energy is consecration marked by action, where no shirker should find rest. 

Let's do our share. Life is made up of little things. He who travels over a continent must do so 

step by step. He who writes books must do it sentence by sentence. Our little part may seem 

insignificant to us, but in God’s pattern every little thing has its place. So it is in our own midst. 

We need not perform mighty deeds. There are those little acts of co-operation, — in the church 

to which we belong, the school and all that pertains to the welfare of our Protestant Reformed 

Churches and the good of our future generation. The more zealous we are for the cause of our 

Lord the more fruit we shall pluck in the end. 

Who is really the sluggard? Is he a man without understanding or ability? Not 

necessarily. He may be an intelligent and able man. Often they are. He is a person without 

backbone: spiritually lazy to the core. He must always be pushed and coaxed into everything he 

does. The sluggard is denounced in the Proverbs of Solomon more than in any other book of 

Scripture. “Go to the ant, thou sluggard, consider her ways and be wise." If we have ever 

watched an army of ants work we know what this passage means. Tiny insects though they be, 

they carry and drag things many times their own size. They are not idle for one moment. What a 

blessing if we all were this way in things pertaining to God’s kingdom. The sluggard is also very 

slothful in regard to the spiritual guidance of his children. They may read all kinds of funny-

books, listen to all kinds of programs on the radio, go here and there and everywhere, — and if 

there is time left over, well, they can study their Sunday School or catechism lessons, but it is not 

too important if they don’t. Nor is the sluggard too concerned about society. If there’s nothing 

else to do he will go, otherwise not. 

In Proverbs 13:4 we have this exhortation: “The soul of the sluggard desireth and hath 

nothing, but the soul of the diligent shall be made fat.” We must never forget that we owe the 

best that we have, the best of our time, the best of our talents. This job of religion is not worked 

on eight hour shifts. It is a question of all day and every day. There must never be any 

unemployment or vacation here. So, brethren, let us hope and pray and WORK, that when the 

great and terrible day comes when we stand before the Lord our God and the question is asked of 

us: What did you do to further the cause of My kingdom? We will not have to answer: Lord, I 

only sought to interfere when Thou wert gathering in Thy chicks. 
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