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With its setting in England, in and near London, the story tells of the life of a struggling 

young doctor, Andrew Manson. His first appointment was in Blaenelly, a small mining town, to 

serve as an assistant to an older, experienced doctor, Edward Page. Arriving in Blaenelly, he 

found that Mrs. Page had neglected to tell him that Dr. Page had had a severe stroke and was 

entirely incapacitated for any work. The whole burden of Dr. Page's practice rested on Manson 

now. Inexperienced though he was, Dr. Manson worked hard, arrested a typhoid fever epidemic, 

and would often spend sleepless nights trying to diagnose his patients illnesses. 

He kept his mind almost exclusively on his work, until he met the school teacher, 

Christine Barlow. 

After his marriage to Christine, and his securing a better position in the mining town of 

Aberalaw, he set himself to further study to obtain a higher medical degree. 

Always a poor small-town doctor, Andrew Manson wanted a larger and more profitable 

practice, and money. He began to do anything for rich patients just to gain wealth and prestige. 

The story of how his thirst for riches ended is told at the end of the book. 

The plot of this book moves rapidly and certainly holds the interest of the reader. The 

troubles and successes of Dr. Manson might have been taken from real life. 

Dr. Manson is portrayed as a rather stiff Scotsman, a clumsy conversationalist, always 

blundering, too proud at times, but a conscientious and successful physician. In him, the author 

has created a very interesting character. 

It is far from being a Christian novel. God is not reckoned with except a couple of times 

near the end of the story. Throughout the whole story, Dr. Manson is pictured as ruling his own 

life, dependent only on himself for his success or failure, with never a thought of God in his 

mind. There is profanity also in the book, though not as bad as is found in most modern novels. 

If we read the book, knowing that it was written from a materialistic viewpoint, we may enjoy it 

as a relaxing, interesting story. 
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