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LESSON XXVII. 

Jesus Testimony Concerning Himself 

(John 8:12-30) 

 

Jesus’ Testimony True. Vss. 12-20: 

It cannot be said with certainty when Jesus spoke these words, either on the last day of 

the Feast of Tabernacles or shortly after that. But it very likely was in the temple, the most public 

place in Jerusalem. In vs. 12 He again causes them to see, according to the theme of the book, 

that in Him only is there salvation, He being the light of the world. Only in Him by following 

Him can men have the light of life and not walk in darkness as all men do by nature. The 

question is how Jesus comes to use the figure of light at this time. Perhaps it was occasioned by 

the many candles in the temple, which portrayed a grand show of lights. We may even conjecture 

that these lights were symbols of the cloud that led Israel through the wilderness. Remember that 

this was the Feast of Tabernacles reminding the Jews of the journey through the desert. Like the 

pillar of cloud led them, so Jesus as the fulfillment of this type is the true light that leads men out 

of the darkness of sin and death into the light of fellowship with God. 

But the Pharisees again object. They pay no attention to what Jesus says of Himself. 

Never do they question themselves, but always Jesus. They are always looking for something 

whereby they may accuse Him. In vs. 13 they deny the authenticity of Jesus’ words. 

In reply Jesus first of all tells them that His testimony is true. He declares His testimony 

to be true for the simple reason that it states the true facts concerning Himself. Anyone can speak 

of himself and speak the truth. The Pharisees would arrogate to themselves the position of legal 

judges over Jesus. But Jesus in the latter part of vs. 13 shows that they are incompetent because 

they do not know whence He came and whither He goes. Further, vs. 14, they judge according to 

appearance, not according to the reality of things. This, we too, do from time to time. We so 

often judge without knowing the true facts. So Jesus never judges. He judges a righteous 

judgment, chapter 7:24. But Jesus also has a witness, the Father Himself. No one can therefore 

accuse Him of disregarding the law of Moses, Deut. 9:I5ff. 

But who is Jesus’ Father? Vs. 19. This question has a mocking tone. If God, indeed, is 

His Father, and if this God is to be the second witness, then let Jesus present Him. And they 

present this question knowing that Jesus cannot produce His second witness. Jesus, however, 

shows them that this is a piece of fatal ignorance. They don’t know the Father (how would they 

therefore recognize Him), but neither do they know Jesus, even though they think they do. 

These words were spoken in the treasury. Just what place is meant by the treasury is 

disputed, since there were several treasure chests. But John’s purpose of mentioning it is very 

likely to show that it was in a public place, for all passed by the treasure chests. 

Questions: How do we often judge after the flesh? Wouldn’t it be better not to judge at 

all? Why is it necessary to have two or more witnesses? In which sense didn’t the Pharisees 

know Jesus or the Father? 

 

Jesus' Testimony continued, vss. 21-30. 

Again Jesus speaks to them in a very serious tone. For some these words will be a savour 



of life unto life and for others of death unto death, as will become plain in the subsequent verses. 

Jesus’ mission is approaching its end. His work on earth will soon be finished. He will 

then leave them. Now they scorn Him, but then they will seek Him and not find Him. This, of 

course, cannot refer to a penitent seeking, still less to a hostile seeking since He will be in 

heaven. We believe that it refers to a seeking of Jesus in the times of calamities and distresses, 

“praying” for physical deliverance. Ungodly people do this frequently when brought into 

difficulties. But they shall die in their sins, and that means hell for them. 

The Jews, vs. 22, further asks if He will kill Himself. The implication seems to be that if 

He commits suicide He will go to hell, and there they cannot and will not come. But this they do 

not expect, for the question is asked in such a way that it expects a negative answer. 

To ignore is also to answer, and often more effective. Jesus gives His judgment of them. 

They are from below, He is from above. There is a vast difference between them, that of heaven 

and earth. Therefore they don’t understand. Who is He, anyway? So the Jews sneer at Him, vs. 

25. In reply Jesus again, as the one who came down from heaven, speaks of Himself as the Son 

of God and the Saviour. Now they refuse to believe, but when they shall have lifted Him up (the 

cross, etc.) then they shall realize who He is and that He speaks the truth. This perhaps refers to 

His judgments which He will later send upon men. 

And many believed on Him, vs. 30. That was the positive effect of this preaching. The 

negative we find in the obdurate Jews. 

Questions: How must we explain vs. 21 in the light of “seek and ye shall find”, etc. of 

Matt. 7:7? Can we conclude from vs. 22 that suicide is an unpardonable sin? Show that Jesus in 

His entire discourse with these Jews comes with no offer, or “goes out of the way” to win them? 

Why not? Would Jesus have gained more of them if He had been, as some criticize Him, more 

tactful? How does all this refute the First Point of 1924? 

 

LESSON XXVIII 

The Real Nature of the Jews Revealed 

(John 8:31-47) 

 

True Disciples, vss. 31-32. 

In the previous verse it was stated that many believed on Him. This, however, does not 

mean that all were true believers. This becomes manifest when they are put to the test. Of that 

test Jesus speaks in these verses. Faith without works is dead. They must continue in His word, 

be steadfast, persevere in sanctification. Then, and then only, shall they know the truth, 

understand it, and the truth shall make them free. 

 

Abraham’s Seed, vss. 33-42. 

Now the spirits come to manifestation, for a separation is made among those of whom it 

was said that they believed in Him. To the words of Jesus that they shall be made free: the Jews 

retort with haughty pride: Seed of Abraham we are and never were in bondage. With this the 

Jews certainly cannot have in mind political bondage, since they had been subject to many 

nations. But spiritually they had never been slaves, unbroken religious liberty they had always 

enjoyed, compared with all the Gentiles who were slaves of idols. 

But, vs. 34, the sinner is a servant of sin. And who does not commit sin? And slaves serve 

only for a limited time; besides, they work for wages and not out of love. To remain in the house 

of the master they, must become sons, and this is possible only through the Son of God. He shall 



make them free indeed from all slavery of sin and give them true liberty. 

This is certainly not true of these Jews. According to the flesh they indeed are Abraham’s 

seed, but not spiritually. They seek to kill Him because His word has no place in them. And 

whoever does not have the word of God in His heart is a murderer. 

For two different reasons they are not children of Abraham. First of all not because they 

would as his children do the works of their spiritual father. Abraham desired to see the day in 

which they are living, to see the fulfillment of all his hopes and longings, Jesus Christ the Son of 

God. But they seek to kill Him, a man who speaks the truth to them, which He heard of God. No, 

they have different fathers. Jesus speaks that which He has seen with His Father, but they do that 

which they have seen with their father, the devil. 

Again they object. They are not born of fornication, in the sense of having two fathers: 

one their real father, who actually begot them; the other their apparent father, in whose house 

they are merely tolerated. Jesus means to tell them that they actually are born of sin though they 

hear the name of being spiritual children of Abraham. To the Jews this is, of course, impossible. 

They are children of Abraham only, physically and spiritually. 

Jesus, however, in vs. 42 gives another proof why they cannot be spiritual children of 

Abraham, and thus children of God. Being children of God they would necessarily have to love 

Him because He also came from God, being sent of God. Consequently there must be agreement 

among the two. 

Questions: Prove that all those of whom it is said in vs. 30 that they believed were not 

true believers. Is the spirit of being Abraham’s seed still present in our day? How does it reveal 

itself? Can we say that for these unbelieving Jews it was to their own condemnation that they 

were children of Abraham? 

 

Why the Jews Fail to Understand vss. 43-47: 

In the next verses Jesus comes to the deepest cause of their unbelief. They cannot hear His 

words. The carnal mind cannot understand spiritual things. They are of their father the devil. 

Jesus is very outspoken about it and certainly does not “soft-paddle” the truth. The devil has 

always been a murderer, such is his lust. No wonder that they as his children desire to do the 

same thing. Therefore he also speaks the lie, and they with him. They love the lie, and hate the 

truth. No wonder that Jesus, who is the truth, loves the truth, and always defends the truth, is 

opposed by them. 

That He speaks the truth even the Jews must admit, for no one can convince Him of sin. 

And if the Jews could have done so in any way, they certainly would have been glad to do so. 

And they still don’t believe. Why not? He that is of God heareth God’s words: ye therefore hear 

them not, because ye are not of God, vs. 47. They are not horn of God; they are of the earth 

earthy. 

Questions: How would a modern preacher approach these Jews? In which sense is the 

devil a murderer? Why is it that the preaching of the truth always evokes enmity and bitter 

opposition on the part of some? 

 

LESSON XXIX. 

Jesus’ Clash With the Jews (continued) 

(John 8:48-59) 

 

Jesus Honor The Father, vss. 48-51: 



The boiling rage of the Jews breaks out in vicious insults and revilings. They have no 

respect for Him, whatsoever. By denying that they are true children of Abraham and of God, and 

by calling them the devil’s offspring, Jesus, though He is a Jew, speaks like a Samaritan, one of 

the hated race who would reciprocate with equal hatred. Besides, He speaks like one possessed 

of the devil. These vicious insults intend to wound most deeply. 

With calmness and complete mastery Jesus makes reply. When He was reviled, He 

reviled not again, I Peter 2:23. He simply puts in glaring contrast what He is doing and what they 

are doing. Jesus comes back only on the second accusation. Being a devil He would certainly 

also be a murderer, fulfilling his own lusts, contrary to the will of the Father. But He honors the 

Father, while they dishonor Him. He honors the Father when he asserts that they as wicked men 

are not of God, nor of Abraham, but of the devil. Never does He seek His own glory, always 

God's. 

So Jesus suffers the terrible insults, He does not retaliate; He commits Himself to Him 

that judges righteously, I Peter 2:23. Therefore: There is one who seeks and judges. God will in 

His time defend Him, and His cause. He always justifies Him who honors His cause. This is true 

at all times, for all of God’s people when they must suffer reproach and false accusations, etc. by 

faith they may look to the time when God will render a just reward. 

In vs. 51 Jesus again speaks of Himself as the Son of God in whom there is salvation. 

Notice that Jesus does this to these wicked Jews. Those who keep His words shall never see 

death, spiritually, of course. 

Questions: Why did Jesus continue to argue and refute these ungodly Jews? Wasn’t He 

casting pearls before swine? How long must we preach to the wicked so that they are left without 

excuse? The result of these bitter clashes is that they are left without excuse? The result of these 

bitter clashes is that they finally crucify Him. Could this also have been Jesus’ purpose? If so, is 

this also the purpose of the Gospel? How does this contradict the teaching of a general, tender 

and well-meant offer of salvation? 

 

Jesus Greater Than Abraham, vss. 52-59: 

The Jews are determined to repudiate whatever Jesus says; such are always the actions of 

sinful human nature. The statement that he who keeps His word shall never die, is the occasion 

for their denial of His superiority over Abraham. No man in possession of his own sound mind 

would say a thing like this. With Abraham and the prophets they have in mind the holiest of the 

Old Testament. And with superficial blindness they substitute physical death for eternal death 

and thus pervert the word of Jesus. Perhaps this perversion was deliberate, an evidence of their 

wicked intentions not to understand whatever He may say if it does not serve their purpose. 

The question of vs. 53 according to the original expects a negative answer. He surely is 

not greater than Abraham who died like other men. Fact is that Jesus is greater, much greater 

than Abraham, but this these Jews will not believe, no matter what evidence is produced. So they 

come with another question. Who does He make Himself, anyway? 

Jesus’ answer is twofold. First of all He answers the question regarding His glory. The Jews 

insinuate Him by ascribing fictitious glory to Himself. Self praise is always abominable, also 

with Jesus. He does not glorify Himself, but God does. It is God who gave Him this exalted 

position above Abraham; according to His divine nature He is God. Here Jesus thus again 

declares that He is the Son of God, as He does throughout the book. Now these Jews also claim 

the great honor of being children of this the true God. But they hate Jesus, the very Son of God, 

consequently they do not know God. This is Jesus’ first answer to them. 



In vs. 56 Jesus comes back to their argument regarding Abraham. He is much greater 

than Abraham that this patriarch exulted to see His day, and did see it and therefore was glad. 

First of all he rejoiced that he was to see it, and secondly he did see it and was glad. The question 

is how Abraham saw the day of Jesus. Many answers are given to this question. We believe that 

it refers to the birth of his son Isaac. Being an old man it was from all natural viewpoints 

impossible for him to have children. The father in him was dead. But the promises of the Lord 

were his. Isaac was therefore according to the promise and by strength of the promise a child-

raised from the dead. In this, Abraham saw Christ and His resurrection. And these blind Jews are 

living in the days of Jesus, hear and see Him, and understand nothing of Him, but on the contrary 

hate Him and ere long will nail Him to the cross. “Before Abraham came to be”, says Jesus, “I 

am”. Jesus always is, never was or will be. He is also the eternal present, being God Himself. 

This is enough for the Jews. Parts of the temple being in the process of rebuilding, the 

Jews find no difficulty in finding stones to throw at Him. They will take the law of Lev. 24:13-16 

in their own hands. But Jesus passed right through the midst of them, another wonder taking 

place, and they fail to realize their intentions. Again do they see the power of God, but they are 

too blind to see. 

Questions: Why did the Jews so often speak of Abraham, instead of one of the other 

patriarchs? Why didn’t the Jews ever really enter into Jesus’ arguments, but on the contrary hurl 

some other accusation at Him? How do people today speak the language of these Jews in 

boasting in and relying on their descent from Abraham? Why is this so dangerous? 

 

LESSON XXX. 

Jesus Heals The Man Born Blind 

(John 9:1-25) 

 

The Miracle, vss. 1-7: 

Jesus now shows by deed that He is the light of the Word, just as He had showed it 

before by His word, John 8:13. This is one of Christ’s symbolical miracles whereby He shows 

that He can give to men, who are born blind, spiritually, the true light of the Holy Spirit. At the 

same time the breach between Jesus and the Jews is widened. 

Perhaps this wonder was performed on the same day that the Jews tried to stone Jesus, 

according to the previous chapter. And in passing by He saw this man. Perhaps Jesus (and the 

disciples) saw this man on previous occasions, but doesn’t pay any special attention to him until 

now. Now the right time has come. 

The man has been blind from birth, a blindness which naturally is incurable. This makes 

the healing so much greater in the eyes of the people. The disciples ask first of all who has 

sinned, the man or his parents. They are of the opinion, with many of the Jews, that a specific sin 

has been committed, the punishment of which consists in this blindness. But they are at a loss as 

to the guilty person. Jesus answers that this man is blind that the works of God may be made 

manifest; this man is blind in order that Jesus may perform this miracle with him and so God’s 

works may be seen. Think of it, this man has been blind all these years for this very purpose. 

Now the time has come. Often undoubtedly similar things happen in our lives, even though we 

often fail to see them. 

The purpose of it all is that men may see Jesus in His power as the Light. Now it is still 

day, vss. 4, 5, soon it will be night (the cross, etc.) and the end well have come of His labors on 

earth. The description of the healing is very short, as is usually true of the miracles. We can ask 



why Jesus used means here, wouldn’t the spoken word have been sufficient? Perhaps the purpose 

was to impress upon the man that the healing power comes from Jesus. Besides, saliva was 

commonly considered to be a remedy for diseases of the eye, although not, of course for the 

removal of blindness. This Jesus can do. The man obeys. It is quite likely that he has heard of 

Jesus before. He comes back seeing, but Jesus has retreated from the scene. He will stand in the 

background for the time being, taking notice of the effect. 

Questions: How does this miracle show that the restoration from darkness, to light is in 

no way the work of man himself? Do children bear the results of the sins of their parents? Do 

they also bear their iniquity? 

 

The Miracle Made Known, vss. 8-12: 

Nobody being around the man went home. How strange! Yet so proper, for Jesus will let 

His work speak for itself. The neighbors and others soon recognize him as the former blind 

beggar. It seems well nigh incredible to them. They even doubt whether he is the man, but the 

man given sight puts an end to that question: I am he. Naturally these people ask: How then were 

thine eyes opened? And the beggar narrates the story quite correctly. Then they ask: Where is 

he? The answer: I do not know. 

 

The Pharisees’ Obstinacy Revealed, vss. 13-25: 

The man is brought to the Pharisees, they must hear of the matter. This evidently was an 

unofficial gathering of the Pharisees, but they acted with authority nevertheless since they later 

cast him out of the synagogue. 

John makes a note of it that the miracle took place on the Sabbath day. Why? To show 

how the hatred of the Jews has increased. Formerly they made a big issue of this, now they will 

deny the miracle itself, if at all possible. Therefore they go to the parents, perhaps this man never 

was the beggar who he claims to have been. In this they fail. Then they will discredit Jesus. In all 

their words it becomes plain that they are determined not to give Jesus the credit, denying His 

power even here with the beggar standing before them with open eyes. Here is a picture of the 

hardness of the sinful heart, hardened by the Word itself. The beggar only, as it appears, is 

brought to Christ by means of it, and gives Him the glory. The Jews in their devilish hatred and 

feigned religion tell the man to give God the glory, implying that Jesus should receive none at 

all. They simply refuse to acknowledge Christ. 

Questions: Wouldn’t it have been better that Jesus had simply refrained from having any 

more contact with these miserable Jews? What do you think of the beggar, spiritually? What do 

you think of his parents? 
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