
Entering into God's Covenant 
Rev Richard Veldman 

 

 

Baptism, we stressed, is the sign and seal of the covenant of God. 

However, that can mean much more. More must be said. With respect to that covenant of 

God, that blessed relation of infinite fellowship between God and His people, just exactly what 

does baptism signify? 

Christian friends, our baptism signifies and seals our entering into that covenant of God. 

That is the difference between it and the sacrament of Holy Communion. When a child is born it 

enters, as it were, into the home; it is received into the fellowship of the family. That is signified 

by baptism. When a sinner is born again, regenerated by the Almighty grace of God, resurrected 

from that spiritual death wherein we lie by nature, he enters into the covenant and is received 

into God’s family. Therefore baptism is called “the water of regeneration” or the sacrament of 

incorporation. After a child is born into a home it lives in that home continuously; eats and drinks 

there from day to day; plays and sleeps there. That is signified by communion. Having been 

received into the covenant of God, we live in that covenant continually. Therefore baptism al-

ways precedes communion. You must enter into a family before you can live in it. Therefore you 

are baptized only once, but you celebrate communion all the rest of your life. You are born into a 

home only once, but you live in it continually. If you are really baptized, therefore, you have 

entered into the covenant of and with God. Of course, entering into something also implies a 

going out of something and a passing through something. These are simply three phases of one 

thing. Thus, entering into the covenant of God implies a going out of the world and a going 

through Christ. We shall return to these other elements in a following article. Even so, the end 

and purpose of it all is our entering into God’s covenant. 

That this is indeed the main significance of baptism our Baptismal Form indicates when it 

begins: “The principal parts of the doctrine of holy baptism are these three: First, that we with 

our children are conceived and born in sin, and therefore are children of wrath, in so much that 

we cannot enter into the kingdom of God, except we are born again. This, the dipping in, or 

sprinkling with water teaches us.” 

Hence, baptism is a sign and seal of our entering into God’s covenant. 

However, we enter into God’s covenant only by faith. You understand, that we are not 

really in God’s covenant simply because we are born of Christian parents and in the church of 

God on earth. We must be born again; ingrafted into Christ by a true and living faith. No man 

can dwell with God except in the way of righteousness, and righteousness is only through faith. 

Therefore Scripture speaks of the sacrament as “the seal of the righteousness which is by faith”. 

Only in the way of a living faith can God be our Friend, and we His friends; can God be our 

Father, and we His children; can God dwell with us, and we with Him; can God take us to His 

bosom, and can we love and serve Him as His friend-servants. 

Hence, baptism is the sign and seal of entering into God’s covenant, by faith. Never does 

baptism signify and seal and promise anything to everybody. Whatever it promises, all the riches 

of God’s grace, it promises only to believers. 

Now this faith, whereby we enter into the covenant, is of God alone, never of ourselves. 

“By grace are ye saved, through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God.” Eph. 2:8. 

Thus baptism represents and guarantees the sure and irresistible grace of God, whereby God 

freely gives the faith whereby we enter into His fellowship. Hence, baptism is the sign and seal 



of entering into the covenant, by faith. Never does the sacrament declare anything else. 

Once again! If all this is true and faith is the free gift of God, contingent on nothing in 

man, a matter of pure grace, it follows, that God alone determines sovereignly who shall receive 

that grace and thus be received into the covenant of God. Those thus determined unto eternal 

blessedness are, of course, the elect. As many as are ordained unto eternal life believe. 

Hence, baptism is the sign and seal of entering into the covenant of God, by faith, the free 

gift of God to the elect only. Never does baptism promise or guarantee anything except to the 

elect from eternity. 

Now, then, that sign of the covenant you carry along with you when you are baptized; 

that distinguishing mark of the covenant you bear on your forehead; that uniform of the covenant 

you wear. And always it declares to the church and to the world: I am such a covenant child, 

such a believer, such an elect; I have entered into that covenant relation with God; I am God’s 

friend and He is mine; I am God’s child, and He is my Father; I dwell in His high and holy place, 

and He is my Host forever. Remember, whether all this is really true or just plain hypocrisy, 

whether you are really a covenant child or only a wolf in sheep’s clothing, whether you are really 

the friend of God or only a child of the devil in disguise, whether you are really a citizen of the 

kingdom or only a fifth columnist in covenant garb,—that is a question of faith. Even so, that in 

each case you are the former, not the latter,—that is the testimony of your uniform. 

Young people, what a tremendous responsibility is ours to live according to that 

testimony! What a calling is involved here! What an obligation to live and walk according to 

what our uniform declares, that is, to manifest ourselves from the heart as children of God, to 

seek the kingdom of God and its righteousness, to find our delight in the things of God’s cove-

nant and the activities of His church, to be diligent in catechism and society, to confess His 

Name and to abstain from all the corruptions of this present evil world. 

And what a crime against the living God it is to do the very opposite! To say: I am a 

covenant child, and then seek to serve the world with heart and soul. To say: I am God’s friend, 

and then seek the friendship of this world in all that you do. To say: My father is God,—and live: 

my father is the devil. Walking in the counsel of the ungodly, standing in the way of sinners, 

sitting in the seat of the scornful is always wicked, of course. To do all this while wearing the 

uniform of God’s covenant is doubly so. Again, to seek your pleasure in the company of world, 

in their filthy movies and dance-halls and dens of vice, is always an abomination to the Lord, of 

course. It is infinitely more so if we do these things as one who calls himself a Christian. How 

unspeakably terrible it is to say: I am a member of God’s church (this your baptism does), and to 

live: I am a fifth columnist, a quizzling, a spiritual termite who will do all in my power to 

devitalize and destroy the covenant of the living God. 

To them who walk in such a way of high treason the word of the Lord Jesus certainly 

applies: “Ye serpents, ye generation of vipers, how can ye escape the damnation of hell.” 

However, knowing who we all are by nature, I say to all of us: Let us seek the kingdom 

of God and its righteousness! Fight the good battle of faith! Keep your garments clean in the 

midst of the world! That is the way of peace and eternal life. Remember the words of our 

Baptismal Form and let them sink deeply into your souls: “Whereas in all covenants there are 

contained two parts: therefore are we by God through baptism, admonished of, and obliged unto 

new obedience, namely, that we cleave to this one God, father, Son and Holy Ghost; that we trust 

in him, and love Him with ah our hearts, with all our souls, with all our mind, and with all our 

strength; that we forsake the world, crucify our old nature, and walk in a new and holy life.” 
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