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The Date of Easter: 

Although the early Christian Church from the time of the Apostles looked upon the first 

day of the week as the Lord’s Day, as the day of resurrection, yet it was not until the Council of 

Nicea (325 A.D.) that it was decided that Easter, the pascha of the Lord, should be observed on 

one day, and at one time throughout the world. Before this time there was a wide difference in 

the Christian Church as to the day of the year, and of the week, on which the pascha festival was 

to be celebrated. The Christians of Asia Minor had the custom of celebrating the pascha (Easter) 

invariably on the 14th of Nisan, the first month of the Jewish year, and falling in the Springtime. 

This was the day of the Jewish passover. But then, the day of the celebration of the resurrection 

of our Lord did not always fall on Friday or any other day of the week. Among the Churches in 

the West, i.e., in the European countries, a different custom prevailed. There, among others, it 

was customary that the various Bishops would proclaim the day of Easter. The result of these 

differences was that different sections of the Church might and did observe Easter on different 

dates. It was felt that there should be a unification of the date of the Christian pascha, so that all 

the Church would commemorate the Lord’s resurrection on the same day. Therefore the Council 

of Nicea fixed the date of Easter Sunday as the Sunday immediately following the first full moon 

which happens on or first after the vernal equinox, i.e., the 21st of March. Easter, then, cannot 

occur earlier than March 22, or later than April 25. This year, as you perhaps know, it falls upon 

the 17 day of April. The date of Easter also determines the date of Ascension Day (forty days 

after Easter), and of Pentecost which comes fifty days after Easter. 

 

Its Celebration: 

Let us beware of worldliness in our Easter celebration. The world does not, neither can 

understand the spiritual significance of Christ’s resurrection. Therefore it seeks to associate 

Easter with mere material and earthly things, and thus attempts to draw away the hearts and 

minds of the believers from the true joy of the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. Thus the 

world associates Easter with the Easter egg, the Easter bunny, associations which have been 

borrowed from paganism. In our modern day Easter is also associated with the Easter bonnet and 

the Easter parade. Christ did not suffer, die, and rise again merely to perpetuate earthly life, as is 

implied in the Easter egg, but neither did He come forth victorious over death and the grave in 

order to clothe us with fine ‘Easter’ toggery, but rather to clothe His people with garments of 

righteousness. Is there anything wrong with a new hat, or a new suit in the spring of the year? 

Not at all! Who wouldn’t like a new hat or suit occasionally, and especially in the springtime of 

the year, but let us not do as the world, let us not associate our new spring garments with Easter. 

Let us rather rejoice that He who was delivered because of our sins, was, raised again because of 

our justification. Another evil that is becoming prevalent in our day are the sun-rise services held 

on Easter Sunday. To the best of our knowledge these sun-rise services originated in our country 

by conducting early morning services on Easter Sunday on some hill or mountain peak. Now 

they are also held in large auditoriums and in some churches. I fear that this custom arises from a 

craving for the spectacular, for something out of the ordinary, as though a sun-rise service on 

Easter Sunday has some special significance. Our forefathers always felt that there was a certain 

danger in limiting the commemoration of the glorious facts of our redemption in Christ to certain 



days, such as Christmas, Easter, and Pentecost. There is a danger that such clays leave the 

impression as though the remembrance of these glorious facts of our redemption is something 

out of the ordinary, the exception rather than the rule. This may not be so with a child of God. 

Every day a Christian should drink from the cup of salvation, and the power or Christ’s 

resurrection should be the daily dynamic of our lives. No we do not agree with those who in the 

past have advocated that we do away with our Christian feast days, but we would urge upon our 

young people, and upon all of God’s people to always strive to live upon a high spiritual level. 

Every Sabbath day, is the Lord’s day, reminding us of Christs resurrection from the grave, and 

instead of striving to make Easter Sunday out of the ordinary, we should strive to make each day 

of our lives a day of Resurrection. 
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