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This is the title of a pamphlet published by Baker’s Book House and put out by the Youth 

and Calvinism Group. Apparently this is a group of Calvin College students who wish to present 

their views to the Christian Reformed Church. In the preface it is called a Report, a Confession, a 

Criticism, a Plea. 

So far it has succeeded in evoking criticism from some leaders of the Christian Reformed 

Church. 

Since, however, we are interested in Calvinism as Protestant Reformed youth we ought to 

take an interest in these voices too. More particularly as Calvinists having the same Dutch 

background and of the same stock we are naturally interested in our brethren. We could say too 

that because we consider it our mission to speak to the Christian Reformed constituency we feel 

sympathetic to any sincere voice of criticism within the church. 

Although the title suggests that it is youth that speaks we should not discard it as merely a 

youthful expression. It should be evident that in a large measure we are dealing with sentiments 

of professors and leaders in the church. This is evident from quotations that are made, and from 

the natural law of the relation of pupil and teacher. The youth are to be given credit for their 

grasp of the teachings and especially for their zeal to appear in print and speak to the public. 

To make a few comments about the contents of the pamphlet we would point out first of 

all that the criticism concerns itself with the program and action of Christian Reformed 

Calvinists. It accepts the principles of the Christian Reformed Calvinism. There are eight articles 

which touch upon the challenge of working out a program socially, politically, scientifically, 

with literature, educationally, with respect to amusements, and finally in regard to the pulpit. 

There is much with which we can agree in regard to the negative criticism. Some of the 

positive suggestions are also worthwhile. 

However, there is a serious fault that should be pointed out and it seems that that is left 

for those outside of the Christian Reformed circles to do. 

The serious error is that the principles of the Christian Reformed Calvinism are taken for 

granted. There is only one sentence which speaks of re-examining the Principle of Calvinism and 

develop from it a Program (page 111). This thought is not, however, taken seriously by any of 

the writers. Their criticism is not with the Principle but with the Program. 

This error lies at the door of the leaders who have interpreted the Principle solely from 

the wrong perspective of common grace. This perspective has been criticized and is being 

criticized today and the leaders in the Christian Reformed Church have not taken this criticism 

seriously nor honestly. 

The Calvinistic youth should therefore correct this failure and question whether the 

wrong action or failure to action is due to the wrong interpretation of the principles. This 

involves a study of the Scriptures. It has been correctly pointed out that there is no Scripture 

proof adduced in this pamphlet. This is due to the lack of Scriptural proof in the defense of the 

common grace theory in the past. 

After there has been a clear understanding of our principles and comparison with the 

clear teaching of Scripture we are ready to ask ourselves about the purpose and aim of history. 

Thereupon we may find a clear outline for action which also agrees with the action of the saints 

in the Bible. 



If we have a wrong interpretation or understanding of the principles, of our calling and 

aim in history the danger is not that we fail to act but that we act in the wrong way and become 

instruments of Satan without realizing it. 

There lurks behind the suggestions for a positive program a failure to understand the 

Scriptural principles of faith and works and also a lack of understanding of the aim of history. 

The Barthian criticism of American theology that it is Pelagian should be received for 

information by these youth. At least they should be acquainted with the abundance of literature 

produced by Protestant Reformed men who also were youth for Calvinism at one time in the 

Christian Reformed Church and who have contended that there is definite evidence of 

Pelagianism in the teachings of their leaders. 

Finally we all should turn to the powerful preaching of Peter, when he says “we have not 

followed cunningly devised fables when we made known unto you the power and coming of our 

Lord Jesus Christ.” Especially we as Calvinists should have in our Calvinism more of the power 

and coming of Christ. 
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