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It is with not little hesitation and apprehensiveness that I reflect upon the subject treated 

in last month's issue of Beacon Lights and analyze the approach of my friend and fellow 

seminarian Marvin Koerner. Although I emphatically agree with Marve as to his contention that 

“Youth For Christ’’ is not properly sponsored,—an agreement which legitimatizes this critique 

since only similars can be contrasted with advantage and only like people disagree,—yet, it 

seems to me, that the process whereby this conclusion is achieved is wholly incoherent and 

inconsistent. 

By way of explication to a positive, constructive perspective, let us analyze my friend's 

theme: 

In re: “They have the bad approach, which is “winning souls for Christ.” Notice that this 

statement embodies two unproved assumptions namely, that the endeavor to “win souls” is bad 

and that Y.F.C. is guilty of this activity. The first assumption is fallacious because “soul-

winning” per se is not only permissible but virtuous. (Proverbs 11:30. “The fruit of the righteous 

is a tree of life; and he that winneth souls is wise.”) 

As to the second assumption, this could only mean that Y.F.C. is occupied in doing that 

which is “wise”. Furthermore a “humanistic” interpretation of the phrase “soul winning” is 

excluded by the Y.F.C.’s doctrinal platform, point four, which reads, “We believe that for the 

salvation of the lost and sinful men, regeneration by the Holy Spirit is absolutely essential.” 

(Doctrinal Platform adopted by Y.F.C. International, July 23, 1915 as quoted in “Youth for 

Christ”, by Mel Larson). 

In re: “They use the wrong approach entirely”. It is a question in my mind whether we 

often do not fail to distinguish between “sheep-feeding” and “fish- catching”. Certainly we 

would not feed sheep with fish bait or visa-versa. It is true, the Word must always be preached, 

but the form of the presentation may vary with the nature of the audience. 

 In re: “The preposterous goal of Y.F.C. is to evangelize the whole world.” This statement 

can mean either of two things, depending upon the interpretation of the term “evangelize” and 

“world”. The term “world” can be used quantitatively to express the idea that the gospel must be 

preached in every nation as a prerequisite to Christ’s return. Certainly this goal is not a 

preposterous one. (Matt. 24:14: “And the gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the 

world for a witness unto all the nations; and then shall the end come”). But then the “world” can 

also be understood in an ethically qualitative sense as including the reprobate. Indeed, if Y.F.C. 

endeavors to save the reprobate world their goal would be “a preposterous one”. In fact, to say of 

any one that he endeavors to do that which he by his own terminology confesses to be impossible 

is to question his rationality! To maintain that Y.F.C. is guilty of this latter charge (world in the 

qualitative sense, retaining M. K.'s interpretation of the term “reprobate") without presenting 

substantiating data is to beg the question. 

In re: “We do not have . . . . or any other kind of testimonies.” Although the language is 

vague, from the context we may assume that Mr. Koerner felt that the absence of testimonies 

among us was desirable. Contrast this sentiment with that of the preceding .... “Certainly we can 

present Christ to the youth of today. We can do this by our walk, manifesting that Christ is our 

Lord and Saviour.” To this I would reply, is not one’s walk a testimony? Is not the first statement 

so interpreted, contrary to the latter? Granted that by our walk we should testify, must we then 



desist with our tongue: should we not sing and shout and be glad for the work of grace in our 

hearts and feel compelled to tell others about it? Surely if we can walk in that narrow way we 

shall be able to speak about it. Let us not shun so rich an opportunity, such an impelling 

necessity because others have abused it. You and I must give testimonies reflecting God's 

goodness. 

Having then shown that the method whereby Marve reached his conclusion is 

inconsistent, it is not my intention to disagree with this conclusion, but rather to show that this 

conclusion can be drawn from legitimate premises. Because of the looseness in organizational 

structure, another point not in its favor, it is difficult to evaluate Y.F.C. without becoming lost in 

objections to a particular rally. We must evaluate broadly enough to include all of the various 

articulations of the organization without criticizing generally on the basis of a particular rally 

which we have attended. We must attack a constant factor, Youth for Christ International, rather 

than individual meetings which change their color with the various speakers. 

It is my conviction that Y.F.C. lacks a sound foundation in virtue of its extra 

ecclesiastical existence. This is its basic error. Y.F.C. is a group which arose spontaneously 

through the efforts of such men as Torrey Johnson and Jack Wyrtzen in conjunction with others 

who led small independent youth movements which in turn developed into an international youth 

organization. Rather than such an independent movement, it is the Church of Christ which has 

received the command to gather the elect and to preach the word: in this respect Y.F.C. is an 

imposter, a competitor of the Church. Together with Dr. P. Jasperse, commenting on this point in 

“De Reformatie”, June 7, 1948, I would like to maintain that God always addresses Himself to 

the Churches as the recipients of His benediction and the executors of His mandate. (Als Jezus 

Christus Zijn Openbaring aan Johannes gaat geven (die Openbaring is dus de eigen openbaring 

van Jezus Christus aan Johannes, zie Hfdst. 1 vs. 1), BEGINT, BEGINT, BEGINT Hij met Zijn 

positie te bepalen tegenover Zijn kerk. Vs. 9 e.v. Het eerste, dat hij neerschrijven moet, moet zijn 

aan de gemeenten in Azie, de kerken van Efeze, Smyra, Pergamus, enz. Deze kerken noemt de 

Christus-in-verhooging Zelf: “gouden kandelaren”; zij, die kerken, zijn de lichtdragers; zij 

hebben het Woord; daarbuiten is geen licht. Temidden van die “gouden kandelaren” is Hij. de 

Zoon des menschcn; daar is Zijn plaats; Hij, en Zijn lichaam behooren bij elkaar en zijn daarom 

bij elkaar! Aan het hoofd van die kerken staat een predikant. een “engel der gemeente”; die 

predikanten worden verzinnebeeld door “sterren”. Die “sterren” nu houdt Hij blijkens vs. 16 in 

Zijn rechterhand!) 

Observe that the New Testament epistles and particularly the Revelation of St. John 

(chap. 1:4: “John to the seven churches which are in Asia: . . . .”) are predominantly addressed to 

the churches. The Church is the only institution which can properly preach and bring Youth to 

Christ. 

Yet, we must face the facts. Even though Y. F. C. functions in a capacity not rightfully its 

own, it must be admitted that its results are astounding. It cannot be denied that in America and 

in England hundreds and even thousands of young people have come to the realization of their 

sins through the influence of Y.F.C. Neither can the sincerity of these individuals be doubted, for 

what greater can any man say than that God is his Lord. Youth for Christ is helping to gather the 

Church of Christ through its truths and in spite of its errors. This is the fruit of an organization so 

insecurely founded. Oh, how great is the power of our God who in spite of man’s sin and error 

has seen fit to use vessels fit to destruction for the salvation of His Church. 

It is not inconsistent to contend that God uses Y.F.C., an inherently wrong organization, 

to gather His Church, but this is merely the application of the accepted truth that God uses all 



things to accomplish His purpose. God uses sinful men to work out His counsel. Think of Judah, 

who actually carried out the work of the Kingdom he tried so hard to destroy. Judas, through his 

own wickedness made possible for us the redemption he did not share. Judas himself sinned, but 

the result of his sin was our salvation. The Devil tempting Eve tried to set God's plan at nought, 

but through the execution of his plot enabled us to enjoy life everlasting. Even as we may not 

disapprove of the existence of Judas and Satan, so also we may not disapprove of the existence 

of Youth For Christ. 

 We must not, however, make the mistake of concluding that the result God wishes to 

achieve, ethically effects the nature of the acting agent. Even though the results of an 

organization are good for the Christian, we may not infer that the character of the organization is 

good. Y.F.C. is not sponsored by the church and is therefore basically unsound. But this does not 

exclude the desirability of our recognizing the apparent truth that God is using Y.F.C. to a good 

end. Y.F.C. is fundamentally wrong, but its fruit accomplished in spite of itself is worthy of our 

recognition. This, I think, should be our attitude toward “Youth for Christ.”  

Whatever our attitude, let us always be guided by the sentiment of the Psalmist in the 

following words: 

O Lord, how shall a youth preserve his way, 

At every turn by vanity surrounded? 

In truth, if he Thy statutes will obey, 

If on Thy Word his attitudes are founded, 

Thou whom I've sought, O let me never stray  

From Thy commandments, lest I be confounded. 

 

O let Thy Spirit be my constant aid. 

That all my ways may ever be directed. 

To keep Thy statutes, so to be obeyed, 

That from all error I may be protected. 

I shall not be ashamed then or afraid, 

When Thy commandments I have e’er respected. 

—Psalm 119. 
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