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For some time now we have been listening in on the conversations which have taken 

place between Jack, a young Christian Reformed fellow, and his pal John, from the Protestant 

Reformed Church. 

Let's do some more eavesdropping, shall we? 

One day, while they were working near each other, for they worked in the same factory, 

you know, their talk turned to amusement and recreation, especially for, the Christian. They had 

both agreed rather certainly that dancing was not the proper thing for a Christian to do. From this 

they had started talking about the movie and while both agreed that attendance at an ordinary 

run-of-the-mill movie was out of the question for a Christian, Jack maintained that a person 

might be allowed to pick out a very few excellent pictures and see them and none other, while 

John on the other hand maintained that all acting was sinful. In fact, the argument became rather 

heated, so much so that Ed, another boy working in the same department, was attracted by it and 

said, “The trouble is that you fellows are starting out from the wrong end entirely, but here 

comes the boss so we’d better get to work.” With which warning remark all turned busily toward 

their proper tasks. 

The next day, which was Friday, the three walked together to a table to eat their lunch 

and while eating, the conversation swung back toward that which had occupied their attention 

the day before. 

“What did you mean when you said that we were beginning from the wrong end, Ed?” 

asked John. “It seems to me that we were exactly going at it right, this whole question of 

amusements, by trying to bring the light of God’s Word to bear upon it.” 

“Oh, I have no objection to that” replied Ed. “I simply don’t like your theoretical 

approach. You can argue about it all you please and decide what you please, the plain fact is that 

many young people, and I mean Christian young people, will still go to the shows and dances 

and all your arguments won’t stop them. That’s what I mean when I say that you are approaching 

the whole thing backwards. And in that way you will never get the answer, I’m sure of that.” 

“Wait a minute, Ed,” John almost shouted, “You certainly can’t mean that we shouldn't 

determine from the Word of God what is right or wrong and then guide our lives accordingly? 

Why, that’s absurd. Where else would we learn to know what we may and may not do except out 

of the Bible?” 

“Well, maybe I left the wrong impression, fellows, by saying that your method was 

wrong. What I really meant to bring out was that you are always talking about right and wrong 

and never doing anything about it. It all ends in talk. You don't offer anything positive. You 

don’t get beyond the talking stage.” 

“But that’s not true”, burst out Jack, “We certainly do get beyond the talking stage and 

you can be certain that neither John nor I go to the show, much less go dancing. And if that's not 

being positive about the matter and getting beyond the talking stage, then I don’t know.” 

“Please, please let me finish”, Ed went on, “let me get done will you please? Why you 

hardly let me say a word let alone explain what I have in mind. I don’t mean that for yourself the 

matter never gets beyond the talking stage, but I mean you don’t have the proper approach for 

the majority of young people. You just say to them you mustn’t do this and you may not do that 

and you leave the rest blank and don’t go any further. You don’t offer them anything positive.” 



“You mean this matter of recreation centers either in church or outside of church where 

Christian amusements may be offered for us who are young people, under proper supervision, 

etc. Well, that question has been discussed in our circles often enough and I personally don’t 

believe that it is the answer. How about you, Jack?” 

“Well, I don’t just know what to say about them off hand. I really can’t see but that they 

might be the way out.” 

“I certainly wish you would let me finish,” complained Ed. “You still don’t understand 

me. What I mean is that the simple question of certain amusements being right or wrong isn’t the 

answer to our present problems as young people at all, no matter how you may decide the 

question. What we have to do is get away from the amusement and recreation tendency or 

craving or whatever you want to call it and turn it in an entirely different direction. Get away 

from the whole problem not simply by condemning it all or opening the door wider for it, but by 

substituting something entirely different for it.” 

“Well, that sounds all right, I guess,” retorted John, “But where are you going to find 

something that is entirely different, is not evil in itself, but positively good, and at the same time 

is attractive enough so that it will draw the young people? Your idea may be all right as an idea, 

but I’d like to know what you would substitute.” 

“I can point you to the one substitute that has all the qualification you require. Something 

different, far from being evil in itself, positively good and so attractive that the young people 

simply crowd the doors. You have it in our “Youth For Christ” meetings. Why don’t you go 

along with me and bring all your friends too. We meet tomorrow evening in the town hall. Why 

not come and see for yourself?” 

“Well. . . .I don’t know if the Youth for Christ is the answer,” both John and Jack replied. 

“We’ll have to think about it.” 
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