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LESSON XXIII. 

Jesus at the Feast of Tabernacles 

(John 7:1-24) 

 

Jesus and His Brethren, vs. 1-9. 

The first verse speaks of a part of Jesus’ Galilean ministry. Very likely this period lasted 

some six months, comparing chap. 6:4 with 7:2, since these two feasts were some six months 

apart. During this time He fed the four thousand, healed the daughter of the Syro-Phoenician 

woman, etc. From this verse we also learn how the Jews hatred has come to the point of desiring 

to kill Him. 

The feast of the Tabernacles was celebrated from the 15th to the 22nd of our month of 

October, in commemoration of Israel’s passage through the desert, (dwelling in tents, 

tabernacles) and was made a festival of thanksgiving for the season’s harvest of grain, fruit and 

wine. 

Now His brethren enter the picture. How many He had we don’t know, but it is certain that 

James, who later was an elder in Jerusalem and wrote the epistle of James, and perhaps also Jude 

were His brother’s. At this time they had learned that Jesus was making no preparations to attend 

this festival. Was not Jerusalem their metropolis? As His relatives they would like to see Him 

make a grand triumph at the capital with the nation bowing at His feet. Their argument, too, is 

sound. No one who seeks himself to stand out in the eyes of the people does things in secret. And 

here Jesus is scattering His efforts among small, insignificant groups of people in remote parts of 

the country. Jesus claimed that He was sent to the world. Why not go to Jerusalem where 

thousands were gathered at this time? “To the world” is the very opposite of “in secret”. 

Vs. 5 is inserted not merely to tell us that they were as yet unbelievers (until after the 

resurrection) but also explains why they assumed this attitude and gave such advice. They were 

carnal and sought earthly glory. Therefore their time is always ready. They urge Jesus to go now. 

Christ in turn shows the big difference between Himself and His brothers. They are still 

of the world, and so is the crowd at Jerusalem. He calls the Jews the world. And the world 

always hates the light. Why? Because He bears testimony that its works are wicked. This the 

light always does. And so Jesus remained yet in Galilee for some time, perhaps a few days, while 

they went up. 

Questions: Which other feasts did the Jews have? What kind of kingdom did Jesus’ 

brothers expect? Doesn’t Jesus in vs. 8 contradict His own actions, since He did go up to the 

feast? 

 

Jesus Goes to the Feast, vss. 10-14. 

After the crowds of pilgrims have gone to Jerusalem and Jesus' brethren with them, and 

the roads are deserted, Jesus goes up. The question is if Jesus, according to vs. 1 did not go to 

Jewry because they might kill Him, why did He go at this time? Not because Jesus had now 

conquered the fear of death, but because He must testify of Himself as the Son of God to these 

multitudes, who came from far and near, and also because with such multitudes there was less 

danger of a tumult. No doubt Jesus could have hindered them at any time from taking Him, but 



He must still preach, bring testimony of God, and perform miracles, which would be quite 

impossible if conditions would be now what they were six months later when they did kill Him. 

Neither must this climax come too soon, therefore He stayed in Galilee for some time. 

At the feast there is much talk about Him. Where is He? Notice what they call Him. They 

expected Him and now even make a search for Him. Also there was much difference of opinion. 

Some consider Him to be a good man. i.e., one who brings some good, some benefit with His 

miracles, etc. Others think that He is false and uses the wonders to cover up His hypocrisy. What 

hatred and devilish evaluations! One is simply amazed at the hatred of the world! 

When the feast is half over Jesus appears on the scene. But not like with the first 

appearance at the Passover, neither like with the healing of the lame man. He uses only the 

ordinary privilege of a rabbi, teaching a group of interested hearers. This was a common sight. 

 

The Divine Origin of Jesus' Doctrine, vss. 15-18. 

The Jews had never before heard Jesus teach as a rabbi. What amazes them is that He 

does so without having attended one of their rabinical schools. In that sense He is unlearned. The 

purpose of this is to discredit Jesus before the audience. He has no credits. So they will condemn 

Him and His teachings. But Jesus in His reply, vs. 16, speaks only of the substance of what He is 

teaching. His doctrine is not His own at all, it belongs wholly to His great Sender. Again Jesus 

attests to them that His words are from God, and woe unto those who thus criticize and condemn 

Him. And they don’t believe that His doctrine is of God? Vs. 17 is the answer. Anyone that wills, 

sincerely, to do God’s will has the necessary subjective factor for the recognition of Divine 

doctrine as such. This doctrine corresponds with the saint’s inner spiritual nature. Vs. 18 is proof 

that Jesus spoke not of Himself, for all men seek their own glory. 

Questions: Can the natural man perceive and agree to the truth? Why do you suppose 

Jesus waited until half of the feast was past before He came? 

 

Judge a Righteous Judgment, vss.19-24. 

Now Jesus takes the offensive. Did not Moses give them the law? And did they not sit in 

Moses’ seat as teachers and guardians of the law? And yet none of them keepeth the law, they 

are all sinners. And yet in this capacity they try to kill Jesus. Surely, the law must be kept, also 

that of circumcision. This had to be done on the eighth day, and if that fell on the Sabbath, they 

circumcised on that day, and thought nothing of it. But when Jesus healed a man on the Sabbath, 

that was worthy of death, not seeing that this act was much greater than any circumcision. 

Therefore Jesus applies a general rule. They must judge a righteous judgment, not a superficial 

one, from the outward appearance. They must judge things as they really are. 

Questions: Do we often judge unrighteously? Isn’t all judging sin? How do you explain 

this verse in the light of Matthew 7:1? How do we often keep the letter of the law but fail to keep 

the spirit of it? 

 

LESSON XXIV. 

Jesus at the Feast of Tabernacles (continued) 

(John 7:25-36) 

 

The Divine Origin of Jesus’ Person, vss. 25-30. 

Having witnessed to them that His doctrine is from God and not His own, Jesus now also 

testifies of His own origin, namely, that He came from God. This is the point that John 



emphasizes throughout, but also the very focus that causes the sharpest conflict and most bitter 

hatred on the part of the Jews. 

Now some of the citizens of Jerusalem begin to speak, vs. 25. These men are better 

posted on the affairs and the attitude of the rulers towards Jesus than the pilgrims who came from 

far. Therefore the question: Is not this He whom they are seeking to kill? Yet Jesus speaks 

boldly, and no one takes Him. The rulers spoke once, vs. 15 but Jesus' answer silenced them. 

Can it be that He actually is the Christ? This question arises in their minds. But no, this cannot 

be, for they know Him and from whence He is. And this would not be true of the Messiah when 

He comes. This was a peculiar notion of the Jews. Since they therefore know Jesus and from 

whence He is. His mighty wonders and words mean nothing to them. Unbelief indeed is hard, 

and always finds excuses. Faith, that believes though not understanding, is lacking. 

But Jesus will answer them. With a loud voice, in the temple, He tells them the truth, vss. 28, 

29. First He says that they know Him, and whence He is and later in the same verse He 

ascertains that God who sent Him they do not know, implying that they do not know Him either. 

Sure, Jesus means to say to them, you know Me. From a mere natural viewpoint you do. And 

you think that you can explain all things concerning Me. But remember, I did not come of 

myself. This is very important. Someone sent me, and He indeed is real, genuine. He is God 

Himself. Him ye do not know, and therefore you don’t know me, spiritually. So Jesus points to 

their tremendous responsibility because of their contact with God Himself. 

Questions: What is the fundamental reason for their rejection of Christ at every turn? 

How would you explain the expression “He made an open show of them”, Col. 2:15 in this light? 

Why did Jesus cry with a loud voice? 

 

Jesus Speaks of His Departure, vss. 31-36. 

The previous words were spoken on the first day of the feast. Those of vs. 37ff on the last 

day. Hence these may have been uttered also on the first day, or possibly on some subsequent 

day. Now we also read of the Pharisees and Chief Priests sending officers to take Him. Possibly 

they were the police of the ruling body of the Sanhedrin. This implies that the Sanhedrin either 

was meeting at this time, or was meeting for the occasion. 

Not all, but a goodly number of the pilgrims believed in Jesus. Why? Because of the 

miracles. This implies that Jesus also performed some, perhaps many at the feast, of which we do 

not read. But these men cannot imagine that the Messiah, whoever he may be, would work signs 

that exceeded those Jesus did among them. 

This faith, however, and following puts the Jews to work. It must not go farther. They 

will take Him. So we see things developing. First, in the days of John, they enquire about Him, 

soon they begin to despise and hate Him, then the desire to kill Him grows, but now measures 

are taken to do so. 

Jesus, however, perceives what is going on. Vss. 33, 34 are His answer to them. The 

underlying thought is that nothing which they may do will change His program in the least. Jesus 

is always complete master of the situation, never the victim. Neither will they kill Him before 

His hour, He will complete His mission. And the time will come when they will seek Him, but 

will not find Him. 

Thereupon the Jews said to themselves: Where is this fellow about to go, etc.? They do 

not deem Jesus worthy of a reply. Is He going to run off somewhere and hide where they will not 

find Him? To the pagan Greek perhaps? The Jews reject Him, also those in the Dispersion, and 

so as the “Messiah” there will be no people left than the Heathen. So they argue. Bitter sarcasm! 



They know what Jesus means when He speaks of leaving them, also of going to Him who sent 

Him. 

Questions: Was this true faith on the part of the pilgrims? Compare chap. 2:23; 4:41, 45. 

What is meant by the Dispersion? In which sense would these Jews later seek Jesus? Surely not 

in the hostile sense for Jesus will be in heaven, neither as penitent ones for they will not find 

Him. How then? Cf. Amos 8:11, Prov. 1:24. 

 

LESSON XXV. 

Jesus at the Feast of Tabernacles (continued) 

(John 7:37-53) 

 

Jesus the Fountain of Living Water, vss. 37-39. 

The last day of the feast had come, which apparently was the most important one. Jesus 

now performs the role of a public herald, no longer that of a teacher, who usually was seated. 

With the crowds surging about Him He lifts up His voice so that as many as possible may hear 

Him: If any man thirst, etc. The question is why Jesus suddenly begins speaking about water. 

The occasion may have been the drawing of water from the fountain of Siloam. It was customary 

that each morning a priest draw water from this fountain, and, accompanied by a solemn 

procession, bore it to the altar of burnt offering, pouring the water, together with the contents of a 

pitcher of wine from the drink offering, into two perforated flat bowls. It commemorated the 

water that gushed out of the rock at Meribah and that was intended to quench the thirst of the 

Israelites in the desert. Jesus applies this unto Himself, for the rock and the water certainly were 

types of Him. Living water symbolizes life, salvation and all that is connected with it. He is the 

fountain of such living waters. The coming to Jesus and drinking symbolizes believing and by 

faith appropriating Christ unto ourselves, and the rivers of living waters that shall flow out of the 

belly refer to the abundance of active spiritual life which the Christian receives from Christ the 

fountain through faith. Cf. 1:16. This life manifests itself in the midst of a wicked world. 

Therefore John speaks of rivers of living waters, the water gushes forth so the man who by faith 

drinks from Christ the fountain. He will in many different ways manifest these waters flowing 

out of his belly (his inner spiritual life, in walk, confession, etc.) The emphasis, however, falls on 

Christ. In Him men can find it. 

Vs. 39 explains the previous words by telling us that Jesus spake these things regarding 

the Holy Spirit which was not yet given. This statement naturally causes many questions to arise. 

Wasn't the Holy Spirit in the church in the Old Testament? Much can be said about this, but our 

limited amount of space forbids us to go into detail. Suffice it to say that in the Old Testament 

the Holy Spirit certainly was present in the hearts of the redeemed elect, but only in a limited 

sense and then through the special offices, like those of the prophets etc. Later on Pentecost the 

Spirit was poured out, and that from Christ the chief Prophet and Teacher, etc. 

Questions: Why for many different reasons was Pentecost Day of tremendous 

significance? How would you refute Arminianism with vs. 37? 

 

The Effects of Jesus’ Testimony, vs.40-44. 

They vary greatly. There are at least three different groups. Some consider Him to be the 

prophet, who was promised according to Deut. 18 and was expected to be a forerunner of Christ. 

Others consider Him to be the Christ. But there is also a group that opposes Him. Vs. 41. There 

comes a division in the multitude because of Him, vs. 43. Jesus always divides, is either a savour 



of life unto life, or of death unto death. And notice the extremes, some believe, others are ready 

to aid in killing Him, but fail to do so. 

 

The Officers and the Sanhedrin, vs. 45-53. 

The officers also fail to lay hands on Him according to their instructions. Now they make 

their report. Notice its contents. They could have stated that they failed because of the danger 

they would have incurred from the friendly part of the multitude. But nothing of the kind. Jesus 

evidently also made a tremendous impression upon them which they are not ashamed to confess. 

The emphasis seems to fall on the manner in which Jesus spoke. Never man spake like this man. 

Mark 1:22. 

The rage of the Pharisees now breaks loose. Their own servants believe in Him. What 

business have they as servants to follow impressions and thoughts of their own? None of the 

rulers believe in Him. Some of the multitude do, but they are stupid, ignorant of the law. Here we 

find an old argument, but a very dangerous one, namely, that in religious matters men of power, 

authority, and learning cannot err, and that a humbler people ought to be guided by them without 

questions. 

Now Nicodemus lets himself be heard. This in itself must have caused consternation 

among the Sanhedrists. He objects that they don't keep the law themselves by failing to give a 

man a fair trial. Having boasted about themselves as the guardians of the law one of their own 

members points out that they are violating the law themselves. “Here we may remark that 

fanatical religious zeal on the part of men who claim great holiness for themselves often blindly 

violates the commonest ordinary justice when dealing with religious opponents”. Lenski. 

Vs. 52 shows again how they always look for excuses, for external things, credentials, 

etc., and fail, yes, refuse to listen to Jesus' words and notice His works. 

Questions: Apply vs. 48, 49 to our day. How are we as Protestant Reformed often 

criticized in the same way? Why do you suppose Nicodemus voiced his objections in the form of 

a question? Did Nicodemus do right by staying with the Sanhedrin ? 

 

 

LESSON XXVI. 

Jesus and the Adulterous Woman 

(John 8:1-11) 

 

Jesus Tried, vss. l-6a. 

Perhaps it was on the night of the last day of the Feast of Tabernacles that Jesus retreated 

to the Mount of Olives. Why? Possibly to pray. Early in the morning He returned to the temple. 

And all the people came unto Him. And He sat down and taught them. 

But the Jews have found something with which they will make another attempt to “catch” 

Him. They come with a woman taken in the very act of adultery. Moses gave his commandment 

concerning such sinners, but what does Jesus say? If Jesus condemns her He will contradict His 

former teachings and thus deny His own words. Besides, then He will also contradict the 

Romans who did not enjoin capital punishment for adulterers, no more than our country does. On 

the other hand if He justifies her He will contradict Moses' teachings. Then they will indeed have 

scored a point against Him. Which will it be? It must be one or the other. 

Questions: What was the law of Moses concerning adulterers? Why do you suppose the 

Jews took only one of the guilty parties to Jesus? 



 

Jesus' Answer to the Jews. vss. lib-9. 

What a wisdom Jesus displays! He first writes in the ground completely ignoring them. But 

they persist and ask and ask and ask, according to the Greek. Finally Jesus does give an answer: 

Let him that is without sin cast a stone at her. Why these words, and why this peculiar action? It 

means first of all that they are not in a position to judge, not legally. There was cause for action, 

but not by them. But neither are they able to do so, ethically, being sinners themselves. How can 

sinners condemn sinners? And the answer? They all walk out, beginning with the oldest, being 

convicted of their own sins. No one is in a position to condemn her. How defeated these haters of 

Jesus must have felt! 

Questions: Why did the oldest ones walk out first? Does Jesus’ answer mean that we can 

never condemn others? 

 

Jesus' Answer to the Woman, vss. 10, 11. 

None of the Jews can condemn her, being sinners themselves. Therefore Jesus only can 

do so. No, legally He doesn’t have the right to do so either. He is still the suffering servant, 

afterwhile He will be the judge of heaven and earth. Ethically He can do so, for He is perfect. 

And yet He doesn’t. “Go, and sin no more”. Does this mean that Jesus never condemns 

sinners? By no means, for this He did time and again with the Pharisees, telling them that they 

are of their father the devil, etc. But here He appears as the Saviour. The question was: what is 

His attitude towards a sinner so great as this woman? Therefore His actions and words preach 

salvation for sinners. No, this does not mean that this woman is necessarily saved, or forgiven. 

Jesus doesn't condone her sin. “Go, and sin no more”. This means that He reveals Himself as the 

forgiving One. He tells her to repent, and be sorry for her sins. And what is true sorrow for sin. 

This, that we are grieved because we have provoked God by our sins, but also seek forgiveness 

in the blood of Jesus. The case is dismissed. The Pharisees lose another argument. With injured 

pride their hatred increases. 
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