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Your baptism, covenant young people, is your uniform. That point we stressed in our 

previous article. True, it is more than that. It is also a means of grace, whereby the Holy Spirit 

enriches the church in her salvation in Jesus Christ, and whereby the conscious faith of the child 

of God is confirmed. However, baptism is also the uniform whereby the children of believers are 

distinguished from those of the world. How clearly this is stated in our Heidelberg Catechism: 

“They (infants) must, by baptism, as a sign of the covenant, be also admitted into the Christian 

Church, and distinguished from the children of unbelievers”. What this entails in the way of 

responsibility and calling to walk as children of God we have seen. 

Young people, is it requiring too much in the way of spiritual interest to ask you to take 

up your February issue of Beacon Lights and read once again what was written on this subject? 

That will refreshen your mind and at the same time serve as an introduction to what follows. Do 

this, by all means. 

In this article we place ourselves before the question: More specifically, what does 

baptism signify! Just what does that uniform, that distinguishes us from the world, declare? In 

the main, what does it preach to the church and to the world? When one is really baptized, what 

happens? If you really wear the uniform according to truth, what have you, and what are you? 

One who wears the uniform of the U. S. Army, and does so truthfully, is an American soldier, of 

course. One who wears the uniform of Christian baptism, and does so in truth,—what is he? 

Really, young people, we should know this. 

Baptism is a sign and seal of the covenant of God. 

How clearly this is stated, time and again, in our Baptismal Form. Always baptism is 

connected with the covenant of God. Thus we read: “For when we are baptized in the Name of 

the Father, God the Father witnesseth and sealeth unto us, that He doth make an eternal covenant 

of grace with us.” A little later we read: “And if we sometimes through weakness fall into sin, we 

must not therefore despair of God’s mercy, nor continue in sin, since baptism is a seal and 

undoubted testimony, that we have an eternal covenant of grace with God”. To the parents it is 

said: “Beloved in the Lord Jesus Christ, you have heard that baptism is an ordinance of God, to 

seal unto us and our seed His covenant”. 

(By the way, friends, learn to appreciate the beautiful Baptismal Form. Baptism is a 

beautiful thing. When this sacrament is administered in your congregation, don’t think of it as a 

drab, monotonous, fruitless part of the service; a sort of necessary evil. Sit up and take special 

notice: follow the reading of the form in your Psalter: try to understand the significance of 

baptism for yourself and the congregation as a whole. In this way you will experience that the 

sacrament never grows stale; in fact, you will see a little more of its beauty each time it is 

administered. Also, let us as ministers do our best to promote proper interest in the sacrament of 

baptism and to make the form live for our people, old and young. Let us read it with reverence 

and expression. Let us not speed and stumble through it in such a way that everything seems to 

say: this is just a matter of dead routine: let's get it over with as quickly as possible.) 

That these quotations from the Baptismal Form are indeed based on the inspired Word of 

God, is plain from what we read in Genesis 17:10 and 11: “This is the covenant, which ye shall 

keep, between me and you and thy seed after thee: . . . .and ye shall circumcise the flesh of your 

foreskin; and it shall be a token of the covenant betwixt me and you.” This passage speaks of 



circumcision, l know. However, whereas baptism and circumcision are exactly the same in 

meaning, differing only in form: and whereas baptism came in the place of circumcision: in fact, 

whereas baptism is called by Paul “the circumcision of Christ”. —therefore the words also apply 

to the covenant sign of the New Testament: “and it shall be a token of the covenant betwixt me 

and you.” 

Now, then, what is the covenant? 

The covenant, friends, is the heart of the Christian religion. It is the end and purpose of 

our entire salvation: the pinnacle of bliss for the creature. If there is one doctrine that 

distinguishes the Reformed churches from all other churches in the world, even more than do the 

doctrines of unconditional predestination or particular atonement,—this is it. Therefore, it is so 

essential that we know something about it. Be determined, as maturing covenant young people, 

that you shall understand and appreciate this truth, and all reformed truth. Study it wherever the 

opportunity presents itself to do so. Remember, you are the church of tomorrow. Does this mean 

anything to you? 

The heart of this doctrine of the covenant is not so difficult to grasp. The covenant may 

be defined as the living, concrete relation of fellowship and friendship between God and His 

people in Jesus Christ. FRIENDSHIP WITH GOD—therein lies the chief idea of the covenant. It 

implies, purely and simply, that the great and eternal and all-glorious God of heaven and earth 

will condescend to be our Friend, and we may be His friends: that God is our Father and we are 

His children; that the Triune God receives us into His family life, in creaturely manner and 

measure, takes us to His bosom, opens to us His heart, walks with us and talks with us: and that 

we may live under His roof, gather round His family table, as it were, lie in His bosom, know 

Him, trust in Him and love Him with all our heart and soul and mind and will. In short, family 

life with God, a home life with God, a life of friendship and intimate fellowship with the Triune 

God—that is the essence of the covenant. It is the realization of that Word of God: “I will be 

your God, and ye shall be my sons and daughters.” 

Baptism is the sign and seal of that covenant. 

Now, then, with respect to that covenant of God, just what does our baptism signify? 

This question, friends, must wait. I do hope, in all sincerity, that our young people will 

make a study of these things and make these truths their own. If your baptism is to mean 

anything to you, it must be understood. I hope that these simple efforts may in some measure 

help you to come to that understanding. The Lord willing, we shall continue this subject in the 

next Beacon Lights. 
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