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All of us are baptized. What does this mean? And what, if anything, is the connection 

between our Christian baptism and Christian Living? 

These questions we began to answer some time ago. Since then our attention was 

diverted to other things, like young people’s conventions, Reformation Day, Thanksgiving Day, 

Christmas and New Year. We shall continue the important subject of our baptism now. It is not 

my purpose to enter into a doctrinal discussion of that nature. I want to discuss baptism only in 

as far as it is related to our Christian life, and I will strive to do so as simply and practically as I 

know how. 

Your baptism, young people, is your uniform. Baptism is a sign and seal of the 

righteousness which is by faith in Christ. This sign God has ordained for His church in the world. 

As such it can and does serve as a distinguishing mark, a uniform for the Church. The U. S. 

Army has a uniform, which distinguishes its wearers from the soldiers of all other countries as 

well as from civilians and members of the other branches of the service. The U. S. Navy has a 

uniform for the same purpose. Pilots and nurses, policemen and mailmen, have their uniforms. 

Thus the church of God in the world has its uniform,—baptism. That uniform we wear if we are 

baptized, and that includes us all. 

As such your uniform distinguishes you from the children of the world and of darkness. It 

proclaims to all the world: l am a member, not of the world, but of the church of God; I am a 

child of God. Baptism is a sign of the righteousness which is in Christ; hence, of forgiveness and 

justification, regeneration and sanctification in Christ; hence, of being a believer in Christ and a 

child of God. Your baptism, therefore, preaches: I am a believer, a Christian! Whether this is 

actually true or not—whether you are really a believer in Christ or only a fake—whether you 

ARE a child of God or just a hypocrite—whether you belong to God’s people actually or only in 

name—whether you are really one of God’s sheep or only a wolf in sheep’s clothing,—that is a 

question of faith, of true living, active faith in Christ. But, you wear the uniform, and it declares I 

am a believer, a child of God, one of the sheep of His pasture. 

 It is entirely possible, of course, that the latter is not the case; that in reality you are no 

Christian, no child of God at all. That is a terrible thing! Then you are baptized, and-yet you are 

not! You have the sign but not the thing signified! You have the water, but not the blood! Then 

your name may be written on the books of this or that church, but not in the Lamb’s Book of 

Life! Then your uniform will be to your eternal damnation, because it is contradicted by the 

inner reality.  

Even so, you wear the uniform, and it declares only one thing. 

What all this implies in the way of admonition and sacred obligation to live as children of 

God, as true members of God’s church and as sincere believers in Christ, we feel, do we not? 

There should be complete harmony between that uniform and the whole of our Christian con-

duct. 

A wearer of the uniform of the U. S. Army is certainly doubly responsible to be faithful 

to his country and to defend America against any attack from without. If he doesn't, if instead he 

aids the enemy and becomes instrumental in delivering his own country into the hand of the foe, 

he is a traitor of the worst kind and worthy of a traitor’s death. 

Thus it is with you and me, Christian friends. We, who wear the uniform of the church of 



God, that is, who have received the sacrament of baptism, are certainly under the double 

responsibility to be faithful to our God and to our Lord Jesus Christ; to fight the battle of God's 

kingdom; to reveal our faith in and our loyalty to the Lord Jesus at all times and in all places; to 

live a holy life, in public and in private, at home and on the street, in school and at the office, in 

our work and in our play, anywhere, everywhere, always: to crucify our old nature, forsake the 

world, and walk in a new and holy life. 

Doing this, we are pleasing to God and faithful to our uniform. Our baptism will be a 

blessing to us, the very means to confirm our faith. And God will be glorified in and through us. 

Failing in this and neglecting our calling, we shall be beaten with double stripes. God is 

not mocked. What we sow we shall reap. Trampling our uniform under foot, despising our 

birthright, deliberately profaning the covenant of the Highest, God will be doubly furious. He 

who loves the world and serves sin while bearing on his forehead the mark of God’s covenant is 

nothing less than an accursed traitor. 

And he who loves the traitor's life will die the traitor's death! 

Terrible it will be to fall into the hands of the living God! 

For the quizzling it will be doubly so! 
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