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Dear Schuiler: 

There was a time when we heard much about WORLDLY AMUSE-

MENTS, and the phrase meant something very definite to us. But today, though 

still used those words seem to lack content. We speak of “no sin in things”, and 

“our Christian liberty permits us to use all things in moderation.” What then really 

constitutes WORLDLY AMUSEMENT? Is it merely a subjective categorizing of 

things, the sin being in the individual’s attitude toward or misuse of those things? 

Or are there things that can be categorized objectively as being inherently wrong, 

which no one can use or do to the Glory of God?” 

I am sorry that my correspondent did not elaborate just a little more on the term “worldly 

amusements” by categorizing some of the amusements which, it seems to me, were definitely in 

the mind of the writer of the above question. However, I’ll try to say something about the 

question as it came to me in its present form. 

My dictionary tells me that amuse in Old French means ‘to cause to muse or waste time’. 

As we use the term ‘amuse’ it signifies ‘to entertain or occupy pleasurably’. Hence, amusement 

is entertainment. As such it is a diversion from labor and toil, a diversion pleasing to the senses. 

And there are of course a great many forms and varieties of amusement, in our day more than 

ever before. As such it is a diversion from labor, toil, and ordinary work; and a diversion which 

is pleasing to the senses. I would say the Christian, every Christian, takes in or practices certain 

forms of amusement. We could not very well make the blanket statement that all amusement is 

sin. But by “worldly amusement” we necessarily mean amusement which proceeds from the 

world (the ungodly world), is worldly in its content, governed by the principles of the world, 

worldly in its purposes, and lacks every higher, spiritual principle. It is merely meant to satisfy 

man’s natural, sinful lusts, cravings, desires. To use a concrete example, we, Reformed people, 

have always considered dancing a ‘worldly amusement’. That’s what it was called by our fathers 

of old already, how much more so should we consider the modern dance “worldly amusement”. 

In the same breath with dancing Reformed people have always stamped theaters, the modern 

movie, card playing (gambling), etc., as places of or forms of “worldly amusement”. 

Is it true that this phrase lacks content today? If that is true, that is not due to the fact that 

‘worldly amusements’ are standing on a higher level than formerly, but this would simply imply 

that we have come down to the lower level of the world. 

True, there is “no sin in things.” But this does not at all imply that there is no sin in 

seeking worldly amusements. We must not try to cover a multitude of iniquity by a nice 

sounding phrase. The question is how do we use things. Do we use them to the glory of God and 

our own spiritual wellbeing? Then the use of them cannot be condemned but can be 

recommended. The misuse of things, whatsoever these things may be is always sinful. And a 

thing that is inherently used for sinful purposes cannot be good and cannot be used by us. Think, 

for instance, of the modem dance. That's why it is not true either that “our Christian liberty 

permits us to use all things in moderation.’’ That is simply a nice phrase to cover up one's sinful 

desires, cravings, acts, deed?, for that which is inherently sinful and used in the service of sin. 

In a previous paragraph I have already given a description of “worldly amusement”. And 

that is not something subjective but something very objective. I certainly believe that there are 



indeed things which can be categorized as being inherently wrong, which no one can use or do to 

the glory of God. In this connection I mentioned e.g. theater-going, movie-going, gambling, 

dancing, etc. 

At the same time I am a little afraid of categorizing various things and stamping them as 

sinful. I believe the problem is deeper, more profound. However, it would take too much space to 

enter into this matter now, hence, the Lord willing. I'll continue this subject of “worldly 

amusements” in the next issue of our Beacon Lights. 

—SCHUILER. 
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