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It seems at this writing that the current comments that are made by leaders are limited to 

reflective comments about the world situation in general. There is an apparent lull: everyone, just 

as in the business world, is waiting for the new year to bring its surprises, its business. The 

problems though the same as in the past must present themselves in new garb, and at this time it 

seems that there is nothing particularly new to comment upon. 

For that reason I thought it profitable to turn our attention to the statements that give us to 

understand better the problems that are underneath and that give rise to the many happenings that 

we shall read about in the news. 

To turn our attention to the European problem we find the editor of the Los Angeles Daily 

News quoting an understanding statement from a book written in 1930, The Revolt of the Masses, 

by Jose Ortegay Gasset. It is, I think very worthwhile for us to see this point in order to better 

understand the reality of God’s hand in history, the mighty movements which no scheme of man 

can control or save, but which cries out for the coming of Jesus. 

Here it is: 

“There is one fact which, whether for good or ill, is of utmost importance in the public 

life of Europe at the present moment. This fact is the accession of the masses to complete social 

power. This fact means that actually Europe is suffering from the greatest crisis that can afflict 

peoples, nations and civilization. Such a crisis has occurred more than once in history. Its 

characteristics and its consequences are well known. So also is its name. It is called the rebellion 

of the masses. In order to understand this formidable fact, it is important from the start to avoid 

giving to the words ‘rebellion, masses, and social power’, a meaning exclusively or primarily 

political. Public life is not solely political, but equally, and even primarily, intellectual, moral, 

economic, religious, it comprises all our collective habits, including our fashions both of dress 

and of amusement. 

“The fact is this: from the time European history begins in the VIth Century up to 1800—

that is, through the course of 12 centuries—Europe does not succeed in reaching a total 

population greater than 180 million inhabitants. Now, from 1800 to 1914—a little more than a 

century—the population of Europe mounts from 180 to 460 millions! In three generations it 
produces a gigantic mass of humanity which, launched like a torrent over the historic area, has 

inundated it. This fact, I repeat, should suffice to make us realize the triumph of the masses and 

all that is implied and announced by it. . . .” 

This quotation helps us who realize how depraved natural man is, to see how vain the 

optimistic approaches of some American theologians are. I quoted previously from Time about 

the debate between Barth and Niebuhr. Since then, Barth’s speech has appeared in Christian 

Century and Time's editor on religion cannot forget the question and has referred to it in two 

successive issues. In the latest it has Barth's reply to Niebuhr. Barth makes the comment about 

Anglo-Saxon theology that it is an irresponsible attitude toward the Bible and he says, ‘‘in so far 

as I can see and understand in principle to a remarkable degree without mystery, and for this 

reason I have not been able up to now—I hardly venture to say this, and can only whisper it —to 

find it really interesting.’’ The situation of Europe and the world in the light of the Bible causes 

us to see how Barth’s criticism from the content is pertinent. 

 



The Indonesian Case. . . . 

This is interesting to us because it concerns the action of the Netherlands. So far all of the 

news reports and the editorials have been unfavorable toward the Dutch action. In fact they have 

condemned the action in severe terms. 

It seems, however, that the comments are made without examining the case carefully and 

without determining the exact point of argument of the Dutch. 

So far I have only read one commentator who sees the case in the light of the whole 

situation and is favorable to the Dutch. That commentator is Dorothy Thompson. She writes, 

“The present temper of our society pushes toward drastic solution regardless of results. One such 

‘drastic solution' demands a settlement of colonial problems by which, overnight, all human 

societies must become “free and self-governing.” . . . .The present struggle between the 

Netherlands and the Republic of Indonesia calls this to mind and requires more sober thought 

and much more information than is reaching us. 

“As far as I know, the ‘republic’—a puppet government by the Japanese and handed 

power when they evacuated the Netherlands Indonesia—has proved incompetent to keep the 

rudiments of order or protect the people against its armies”. 

 

Originally Published in: 

Vol 9 No 5 February 1949 


