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“The Peanut Man” is the biography of George Washington Carver, the famous negro 

scientist. It is written for children, and tells the story of the work of this freed slave. 

Although he was kidnapped when he was a baby and left in a swamp to die, he was 

rescued by his father’s former owners, but grew up to be a rather sickly boy. Almost from 

babyhood his interest centered about plants and wild life. He knew each plant, animal, insect, 

and bird in the woods. As he grew older he began to cultivate rare plants and experiment with 

them. After working his way through grade school, high school, and college, he received a call 

from Tuskegee, Ala., for help in educating the colored people in the proper use of the soil. 

Carver went, built his own laboratory, and began teaching the negroes and showing them by 

experiment the proper way to farm. 

He is called the “Peanut Man” because of all the products he developed from the 

peanut—three hundred in all. 

The book will hold the interest of any child, or adult as well, and is written from a 

Christian point of view. George Washington Carver professed to be a sincere Christian. The 

author, however, idealizes him too much. Even the chapter headings, such as “Sought After Wis-

dom”, ‘‘Come Not To Do His Own Will”, “For the Sake of His People”, remind one of like 

expressions used for Christ. 

His idea of prayer throughout the book is also wrong. One evening George prayed for a 

knife, dreamed of one in a watermelon patch, and found it there in the morning. 

Also, since the book is tinged with Arminianism and the idea of “helping God”, though it 

is interesting, it cannot be recommended indiscriminately for our youngsters. 
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