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Before delving too deeply into a discussion of success, it might be advisable to notice 

how much it figures in with our way of life. I would venture the opinion that most of our pattern 

of everyday living is motivated by an innate desire to get ahead. We are all striving to attain a 

distant goal and most of us are willing to go to great lengths and to make tremendous sacrifices 

to reach this ideal. Most of us would readily admit having a certain covetousness in our complex 

which yearns for some sort of achievement. But if you will concede this with me, the question 

arises what goal are we seeking, in what field do our interests lie wherein we are trying to 

achieve success. Is it for a successful career, do you want to attain a high rung in the ladder of 

fame? Or perhaps is your idea of success concerned with the acquisition of a certain item of 

property —a car or some other luxury, for which you, as its proud owner, will be envied and 

admired by people? Or, perhaps you are one of those happy-go-lucky individuals who desires 

nothing more than to make a go of life, to reach a state of social acceptance. Whichever it may 

be, in all of these the word success plays a prominent role. However, before condemning such 

motivation, is it not true that human nature being what it is, a person can hardly help striving to 

get ahead? Indeed, but we should remember to keep these ideals in their proper relationship; they 

should not be allowed to govern our life and action. Consider for a moment the results of seeking 

power. An aspiring magnate, in so doing, loses his liberty and becomes thrice servant. He 

becomes a slave to his sovereign or state, a servant to fame, and bound by his business. Not only 

his personal liberty is undermined, but his every act and each minute of the day is subjugated as 

he grasps for a higher rung on the ladder of success. This is exactly what will be the result for 

you, to a lesser extent perhaps, if you allow worldly success to govern your behavior. Our 

striving must not be for things of the earth, but instead, we should direct our goal toward 

heavenly things. We must desire success in God’s work, and if this becomes the pervading 

influence of our lives, all other earthly achievements will be cast in the background. “But seek ye 

first the kingdom of God, and His righteousness: and all these things shall be added unto you.” 

Matt. 6:33. Forward we must go, but let the direction be determined by heavenly interests. “For 

where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.” Matt. 6:21. 
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