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“Yesterday we were sidetracked a little bit in our discussion of mission work”. John said 

by way of introduction the day following their last discussion. “And still after thinking the matter 

over a little I don’t know that we went so far off the track after all, for in order to properly 

understand love, Christian love, we certainly have to emphasize first of all that all true love is 

always and essentially love of God. Now before you start arguing with me suppose you let me 

finish what I started to say yesterday,’’ as he noticed Jack about to speak. 

“I said that it can be shown also from the viewpoint of Christian love that Mission work 

must begin at Jerusalem, that is, the church which walks in error”. 

“To begin with then, I'm not going to mention any names but just take a situation which 

we imagine to be true and which has happened repeatedly in the history of the church. You have 

a large, flourishing church in which the Word of God is preached, discipline maintained and the 

sacraments properly celebrated. But after a number of years that church becomes lax and adopts 

a doctrine contrary to the Bible. And just for the sake of clarity suppose we imagine that it is 

clearly and openly in contradiction to the Bible in its stand. Now in that church which has 

become lax you find people who still love the church and the truth which it taught historically 

from way back. What must they do?” 

“Well, that’s easy,’’ answered Jack immediately, “They have to protest and fight against 

any unscriptural teachings. That’s their duty. But I certainly don’t believe the Christian 

Reformed Church adopted anything contrary to the Bible.” “That’s not the point right now and 

for the sake of getting the idea across I won’t discuss the Christian Reformed Church right 

now—but let’s simply take an imaginary case.” And with this answer John again developed his 

idea in the following words: 

“I certainly agree with you that anyone’s duty in a case like that is to pretest and fight, 

but what if, as so often happens, the church doesn't hear their protest if they refuse to submit? 

We both agree, I believe, that the love of the child of God for God and for his fellow Christian 

demands that he fight against any unscriptural error that may creep in and that he must try to 

save the brother and the church. Anything else would not be love but hatred of the erring church 

and of the erring brother. As Jesus says also in Matthew 18, that we must go to the erring brother 

and tell him his fault and if he hears us we have gained our brother. On this I think we agree 

don’t we?” To which Jack answered immediately in the affirmative. 

“But how about the case in which the church or the brother—for it really doesn't change 

the matter too much which you have to deal with from the viewpoint of love—refuses to hear, in 

fact, threatens you and begins to excommunicate you and finally, perhaps puts you out of that 

particular church fellowship? Is that obligation of love changed at all? Isn't it still the calling of 

anyone who so believe to continue to warn and admonish regarding that error which lay at the 

root of the entire matter? And to simply lie down and comply and keep still—wouldn’t this be 

exactly the way of hatred. And incidentally, isn’t such an one who doesn't warn and admonish 

responsible for the fact that his church or his brother walks in sin, and also guilty of hating his 

brother instead of loving him.” 

“Well,” said Jack, “I think you’re right as far as the idea of the tiring is concerned but you 

have to have a false church and the Christian Reformed Church is still Reformed and teaches and 

preaches Reformed truth so your example certainly doesn’t apply to the case of your 



missionaries working in our churches at all. And it seems to me it is just hatred that is evidenced 

by such activity.” 

“But don't you see Jack”, John answered immediately. ‘‘That doesn't change the calling to 

love at all—I mean the fact that you think the Christian Reformed Church is still Reformed—we 

don't think so. We believe she left the path of truth in 1924 when she adopted the, three points 

and expelled those who would not agree to submit to them. So don’t you see that it certainly is 

our calling in love to point out wherein we think they are contrary to the Bible and to win your 

church, or because your church won’t listen, to win as many of God's people as will listen to us 

back to the truth as we see it?” 

“Besides, hasn’t this always been the case? Don’t you know that the Reformed fathers 

did mission work in the Roman Catholic Church, that the Gerefor-meerde fathers of the 

Afscheiding of 1837 did the same in the Hervormde Kerk of the Netherlands, and that your own 

Christian Reformed Church did and maybe still does the same in the Reformed Church here in 

America?” 

“In fact I would like to become even stronger and say that you are constantly violating the 

duties and calling of Christian love. If it’s true that you believe we sinned in opposing the three 

points of 1924, and that must be since you deposed those who did oppose them, then you have a 

duty overagainst our churches to do mission work in them and to convert us to the truth as you 

see it. That has never been done—and that to my mind is an evidence not of Christian love but of 

hatred—a don't care attitude regarding our spiritual welfare.” 

“This doesn't at all mean of course that our duty is finished if we preach to and in the 

Christian Reformed Church. Certainly we can’t stay in Jerusalem and have to move on. Besides 

this true love must certainly be manifested by each of us over against all our neighbors, that is, 

everyone with whom we come in contact. But you see what I mean about Christian love 

demanding that we begin in Jerusalem?” 

“Well, I don't know. . . .” said Jack. 
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