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LESSON XIX. 

Christ’s Witnesses 

(John 5:31-47) 

 

Who These Witnesses Are: (vss. 31-40). 

Having spoken to these Jews about His works in the previous verses, such as resurrection 

and judgment, Jesus now gives to them witnesses to prove to them that He speaks the truth, and 

indeed is the Son of God. But He cannot bear witness of Himself, for this no man can do. 

Therefore it is another that bears witness of Him. The emphasis falls on the words other and true. 

Not for one moment does Jesus ask the Jews to accept His own testimony in His own behalf. If 

they do not accept this witness they will condemn themselves. Who is this witness? Not John the 

Baptist, vss. 33-35. True, John did testify of Him, and these same Jews sent a committee to John 

who in return pointed them to the Christ, whose shoelatchets he was not worthy to untie. But 

Jesus does not take the testimony of a man to verify His Sonship. This does not mean that He 

doesn’t accept the many testimonies of John, which He certainly did, but not in order to use them 

against His opponents. 
But why, then, mention him at all? The last part of vs. 34 gives the answer, “that ye may be 

saved”. Jesus mentions John for their advantage, that they on their part may attain to salvation. 

Does this mean that Jesus sincerely desires the salvation of all these Jews, but miserably failed? In 

answering this question we must remember first of all that not all of them were necessarily un-

believers. There may have been believers among them. We must also remember that after the 

resurrection, and also Pentecost many believed on Him who opposed Him, even vehemently, 

during His life. 

Regarding His Sonship Christ has two witnesses, who are not men, not even men as great 

as the Baptist. First of all there are the works which testify of Him. Cf. Mark 16:20. By these He 

means all His Messianic works, giving sight to the blind, causing the lame to walk, the dead to live, 

etc. These were all symbolic of His spiritual work. Tremendous testimonies they were, that the 

Father sent Him, surpassing all the prophets before Him. In each work God testified to the 

people: This is my Son whom I have sent. Hear Him! 

But there is another witness, one of the Sender Himself, the direct testimony in the 

Scriptures. All the O. T. Scriptures speak of Him, and of Him only. Long ago these had been 

given and received. Why, then, did the Jews know nothing about them, and therefore about Him? 

Because they have never heard His voice nor seen His shape, vs. 37. The idea is that in 

the O. T. God Himself is speaking continually and showing His shape (form) in respect to His 

beloved Son. In them God reveals Himself, so that they can hear and see Him, in His testimony 

of the Son. The believer can continually see God Himself and hear Him in these Scriptures. What 

a marvelous definition of the O. T.! But this His word is not in them, vs. 38. Here is my witness, 

says Jesus, examine it. This, of course, implies that thus far they have never really searched it. 

Questions: How do you explain the inconsistency that the Jews on the one hand 

tenaciously clung to the O. T. and on the other failed to see the Christ of which it speaks 

exclusively? Did they really have the O. T.? If not, why were they so zealous in clinging to it? 

Do all these things still happen today? How? 



 

Why the Jews Did Not Believe These Witnesses: (vs. 41-47). 

There doesn't seem to be any connection between the context and vs. 41. The Jews 

perhaps think that Jesus’ pride is wounded because they do not honor and glorify Him by 

rejecting Him and His witnesses. But nothing of the king. Even when men did offer it to Him He 

spurned it, chap. 6:15. Christ knows the reason for this unbelief. It is because they do not have 

the love of God in them. No wonder God's testimony counted so little with them. All lovers of 

God accept His testimony, cherish and love it. But if another would come in his own name, him 

they would accept. And how true to life this is! There have been all kinds of pseudo-messiahs, 

and exactly those who refused to believe the testimony of Christ received these men and hailed 

them as saviours. Throughout history there have been scores of such men, and millions of such 

followers. 

Jesus continues. He goes deep. How can they believe since they seek the glory of each 

other and not of God? The receiving of the glory of God consists in receiving salvation in our 

hearts, with all that it implies, deliverance from the power of death, and exaltation into glory, etc. 

All the saints can testify that this is a marvelous glory. But men rather receive the praise of men, 

from those who are on the same poor, wretched level. Yet this is so often true. Cf. chap. 12:43. 

Such men are not even able to believe and receive God's testimonies. 

Finally Jesus turns their own confession against them, 45-47. We know how the Jews 

clung to Moses, yes, their Moses. With one sweep Jesus not only takes their Moses away but 

hurls the real Moses against them, and the one who already condemns them. The mastery with 

which Jesus does this must ever captivate our hearts. 

Questions: It is always true that failure to believe the Word of God and its truth is due to 
absence of love for God? In the process of apostacy, which is first, that men fail to cling to the 

truth, or that they lose their love for God, and the glory of His name? Is it also true today that 

those who prefer the glory and praise of men, rather than the glory of God, cannot believe the 

Scriptures? If so, what is our tremendous calling in re this truth, as Protestant Reformed? 

 

LESSON XX. 

The Feeding of the Five Thousand. 

(John 6:1-27) 

 

The Miracle: (vss. 1-13). 

As chapter 5 relates, the rise of opposition in Jerusalem, so chapter 6 relates the rise but 

also the crisis of opposition in Galilee. So we now find Jesus in Galilee. This is the beginning of 

His third and last circuit in this northern country. (Locate on your map). From the expression 

“went away beyond the Sea” we get the impression that Jesus had been working here for some 

time before this outstanding miracle took place. Here, on the eastern side of the sea, great 

multitudes came to see Him, especially because of His miracles. As the day passed on, and 

evening was drawing near and the multitudes becoming hungry the disciples sensed that a 

difficult situation will soon arise. They ask Jesus to dismiss the people. But Jesus answers that 

the people need not depart, the disciples should give them to eat. Matt. 14. But fact is that Jesus 

also here is complete master of the situation, and controls all things. He purposely waited until 

this time, to create a perfect setting for His wonder and so once more manifested to them His 

glory as the Son of God. Jesus asks Philip regarding the feeding because he was from this 

country as well as Andrew and Peter, chap. 1. What further happened we all know. Since there 



were some 5000 men only, there may have been a few more thousand counting the women and 

children. It is remarkable that they were all filled, and also that Jesus after all this prodigality is 

very saving with the remnants. 

The meaning of the miracle is evident. The disciples first of all are called upon to feed the 
people, spiritually of course. The Synoptics seem to emphasize Jesus’ word to the disciples: 

“Give ye them to eat.” But Jesus causes them to see the utter impossibility of doing this. What 

are five little loaves of bread and two fishes for such a multitude? Thereupon Jesus will teach 

them that He only can feed people, in Him there is an abundance of food for men. As the Son of 

God He is the fulness of all the blessings that are in the Father. John 1:14. In eternity the saints 

will behold this infinite riches. This the people must also see, He is the Bread of Life Him the 

disciples must bring, for they have nothing of themselves. And having filled them (for of His 

fulness have we all received, grace for grace, chap. 1:16). He commands the disciples to gather 

what is left, and they gather 12 full baskets. The number 12 is the number of election. There is 

still an abundance for all the other elect of God. 

 

The Crossing of the Sea of Galilee (vss. 14-21). 

The effect of this miracle is that the people consider Him to be the prophet that would 

come into the world, vs. 14. They become fanatic with enthusiasm and therefore will now with 

force make Him king. But Jesus perceives that a crisis has arrived, hence He sends His disciples 

alone across the sea as they shall have to be sent in the future. And Jesus Himself receded alone 

into the mountain to pray. Again Jesus by means of His intuitive knowledge is complete master 

of the situation, and therefore not the victim of the circumstances. 

The storm on the sea is perhaps indicative and prophetic of the storms the disciples in the 

future will have to encounter. Their ways will indeed be difficult. 

But the unseen Jesus will always be with them, with Him they will ride the storms and always be 

conquerors and never the victims. Immediately after Jesus enters the ship they reach shore, 

another miracle taking place. 

Questions: Did the people understand the miracle that Jesus performed with the 

multiplication of bread? If not, why did they follow Him? What was the difference between the 

first storm on sea experienced by the disciples and the second? Why this difference? 

 

The People Follow Jesus to Capernaum, (vss. 22-27). 

The multitude returns to Capernaum on foot. They are surprised to find Jesus here, even 
though they have been looking for Him, vs. 26. They enquire especially about the way in which 

He came to Capernaum. But Jesus replies to their hearts, not merely to their words. He gives 

what men need, not merely what men would like to have. They ask about Him, He answers about 

them. In plain terms Jesus rebukes them because they follow Him for material gains, they want 

more bread. According to the original they were satisfied like the ox when his belly is full of 

fodder. But labor not for this meat, which perishes. Work for that which remains unto eternal life 

which the Son of Man shall give you. So Jesus admonishes them. 

Questions: Show that these people were “religious” merely for personal gain. A famous 

philosopher once said that people are “religious” merely to escape through Christ the dreaded 

power of death. Is this true? Is this true worship of God? What are the proper motives for seeking 

Christ? Is there any difference between the churches that today will have peoples and nations 

turn to Christ to attain lasting peace and prosperity on earth and this multitude of John 6? 

 



LESSON XXI. 

Jesus The Bread Of Life 

(John 6:28-59) 

 

The Jews Apparently Seeking the Bread of Life, (vss. 28-31). 

Having told them that they must work for the bread that perishes not Jesus secures a 

response. Jesus speaks of working, but what must they do. It seems as if these Jews are 

inquisitive about the true bread, apparently they agree. These people imagine that there is an 

entire scale of such works, meritorious deeds to be done by them. Jesus is speaking of grace, they 

think only of righteousness by works. But they fail to see this difference as yet. Jesus in reply 

speaks of only one work, believing in Him whom God sent, namely Jesus. That is the one work 

of God, work wrought by God in us, they must do. 

The Jews do realize that this faith must be in Him. However, asking so much of us, they 

say, what art thou doing to justify that? They will have a sign whereby He will identify Himself, 

one even greater than the miraculous feeding of the previous day. Can't He give them a sign like 

Moses did with the manna? Jesus after all only multiplied bread, but Moses gave them bread 

right out of heaven. In His reply Jesus shows again how far He excels Moses, vs. 32. Moses 

didn't give them bread out of heaven, for the manna never was in heaven. It was only earthly 

bread, made on earth. But His Father is giving bread that comes directly out of heaven, and it 

actually gives life to the world. Wonderful bread this is, salvation itself. The Jews still don't 

understand, thinking this to be material bread. “Lord, evermore give us this bread.” 

Questions: Do you consider the difference between Jesus and these Jews rather small or 

one of great proportions? Wouldn’t this audience have been a perfect setting for a soul-stirring, 

passionate general invitation of salvation? Prove that Jesus didn't do this. Would Jesus have had 

a few more converts if He had used a sentimental approach, as so many do in our day? 

 

Jesus the Bread of Life: (vss. 35, 36). 

In reply to their request Jesus tells them in plain language that He is the Bread of Life, 

and not only gives it to men. He is the Bread of Life, not a bread of life. Others there are not. 

And He assures them that everyone coming to Him shall never hunger, nor thirst. 

We can imagine that these words were a great disappointment to these Jews. 

Undoubtedly their unfavorable reaction was written all over their face. The difference between 

them and Jesus is becoming manifest. They have seen Him, vs. 36, seen His miracle of feeding 

the people, but they believe not. Spiritually they do not see. They don’t believe in Jesus as the 

Bread of Life for their soul. What does Jesus do now? Try to win them, coming with a kind 

invitation to all? Nothing of the kind. He will let them know that His work is not the work of 

men but of God. And even though they don't believe they must not think that He is a failure. All 

what the Father gives to Him (the elect) shall come to Him, and those coming to Him will never 

be cast out. God always gathers His own. 

These Jesus will never cast out because His will is wholly wrapped up in the Father's 

will, vss. 38, 39. God's will is His will. And what is this will of God in respect to the people? 

This, that he who believes in the Son will have everlasting life, vs. 40. Again Christ presents 

Himself before them. Time and again He emphasizes in this chapter that only through Him is 

there salvation. 

Questions: Show how Jesus' preaching differs greatly from most of the preaching in our 

day. Does Jesus here preach the Gospel to all these Jews? What is the difference between a well-



meant offer of salvation and a preaching of the Gospel to all? Is the content of the Gospel for all 

people or only for a particular group? 

 

The Jews Murmur: (vss. 41-46). 

Ever more is it becoming plain to the Jews that Jesus has something entirely different in 

mind than what they desire. The deep chasm between them and Jesus is becoming ever more 

evident. Now they murmur because Jesus said that He was the bread come down from heaven, 

knowing His parents, family, etc. These are the ‘‘excuses” of unbelief. Unbelief always finds 

“excuses". Today such find “excuses”, too, for their behaviour. They do not go to church because 

of the living and behaviour of the church members. Then again, one finds people who believe 

that one church has a purer preaching than another, but do not join that church because they have 

found “excuses”. But Jesus tells these Jews what the deepest reason is for their failure to believe 

in Him and why they find “excuses”. It is because the matter of believing in Jesus is not a matter 

of freewill of man, as they may think. “No man can come unto me, except the Father which hath 

sent me draw him”. And whoever God does not draw efficaciously comes with “excuses”, 

always. 

 

Further Attestation of Himself as the Bread of Life: (vss. 47-59). 

Jesus now turns again to the main thought of His discourse. He is the Bread of Life. The 

manna given by Moses was not superior to any other earthly food. The Israelites also died. The 

bread given to the 5000 was no different. In this kind of bread, material things, the Jews are 

interested. But He is the true bread, which if a man eat, will give him life eternal, vss. 49-51. 

Thereupon Jesus tells them How He is the Bread of Life, namely, by means of shedding 

His blood and giving His flesh. And man can appropriate this Bread of life by spiritually eating 
His flesh and drinking His blood. Except he do this he has no life in him and never will have, but 

he that eateth of this Bread shall live forever. It is all in Christ Jesus, by faith. 

 

 

LESSON XXII 

The Effect of Jesus' Discourse 

(John 6:60-71) 

 

The Offended Ones: (vss. 60-66). 

Since we read here only of disciples the question is where did the multitude stay. Perhaps 

that anyone could hear Him. By the word hard they mean that His teachings are objectionable, 

offensive, impossible to believe. This principally is the offense of the cross, for to this Jesus had 

definitely referred when He spoke of giving His flesh and shedding His blood. 

Jesus does not need to be told what is passing through the minds of these disciples. 

Therefore He asks them whether this offends them, i.e. whether they fall over this. If so, what 

will they do after  while when they behold the Son of Man going up where He was before. This 

will be much harder to believe as the way of the Saviour. By this ascent is meant not merely His 

ascension, but also the cross, His death, burial, etc. Through this way He would ascend to the 

Father in heaven, from whence He came. In that light we must also understand vs. 63. These 

people are interested in the flesh, i.e., the outward appearance and work of Jesus, in earthly 

bread, etc. So they will also be offended in this bodily form on the cross. But the spiritual 

significance of Jesus' work is of profit. Just like manna in itself meant nothing, neither the bread 



Jesus gave to the crowds, so the outward appearance means nothing, not even an earthly king, 

but the spiritual work of Jesus. Therefore they must have His words and His Spirit. 

But there are some that do not believe. (Hence, others do). This, however, is no surprise 

to Jesus. This John wants us to know. Jesus knew from the beginning who believed and who not, 

also who would betray Him. Jesus knew what course every man’s heart would take from the very 

first moment of contact. And why do some not believe? Because they lack the inward Divine 

preparation, vs. 65. Jesus therefore again tells them that faith is purely a gift a God, and that 

those who have no faith fail to have this gift. 

In consequence many of His disciples went back. The idea is that they returned to their 

former occupations. This does not mean that all left at this time, even though some did and that 

only the 12 remained. Neither is the idea that those who left, left at this moment, but that from 

this time forwards more and more were leaving Him. Compare this with the previous day when 

the multitudes flocked after Him. 

Questions: Were these disciples followers only in name, or children of God who as yet 

didn't understand Him? Wonder who got the blame for their leaving? Who gets the blame today 

if such happens? Why doesn’t Jesus persuade them to stay with Him? 

 

The Disciples' Reaction: (vss. 67-71). 

Thereupon Jesus turns to the 12. His question to them may be put thus: “Do you, too, intend 

to leave?” Jesus does not ask this question on His own account as though seeking comfort for the 

loss of the many in the faithfulness of the 12: but for the sake of the 12 themselves, to establish 

them more in the faith. Peter is again their mouthpiece, the others silently consenting. Where 

shall they go? They know that Christ's words are spirit and life. vs. 63. By faith they know, 

though not yet understanding, that Christ is their only comfort and joy, being the very Son of 

God. To whom shall they go then, for besides Him there is nothing in the whole world? 

But Judas remains silent throughout. Shouldn't he have left with the multitudes? He 

should have and certainly did so at heart. But he remained and even silently assented to the 

words of Peter. Therefore Jesus must speak. One of them is a devil. This designates the real 

moral nature of Judas. From this Judas will know that Jesus knows him even now already, and 

the disciples will later know that also in respect to Judas Jesus was the master of the situation and 

not the helpless victim of deviltry. 

Questions: Lenski, a commentator, says that Jesus chose Judas not for the purpose of 

betrayal but only with the knowledge of that betrayal. What do you think of this statement? Why 

do you suppose Judas stayed with Jesus even now? Do you think towards Jesus was different 

from that of the other disciples? 

 

Originally Published in: 

Vol 9 No 5 February 1949 


