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February is the month in which this nation observes the birthdays of two of its 

outstanding presidents, namely Washington and Lincoln. Every pupil in school knows the 

important roles played by these men in the history of the United States; how they led the country 

when it was in most adverse circumstances in such a manner as to bring the nation successfully 

through the crisis in which each found it. For their leadership the nation now marks their 

birthday annually as an occasion to commemorate them as heroes. 

It is not our intention at this time to pass on the merits of these heroes or on the value of 

commemorating their birthdays but it is our desire to point out to you the fact that there are some 

other heroes very much worthy of our attention. I am speaking of what Scripture calls “heroes of 

faith”, that roster of heroes listed for us in the eleventh chapter of Hebrews whose outstanding 

characteristic was faith in God and who through faith achieved many remarkable things in 

connection with the kingdom of God in the Old Testament era. 

This list of heroes is set forth to us as an example for us in the New Testament era. It is 

important to notice of what sort of stuff these heroes were made. They were not men of the world 

with garlands of flowers or beautiful military uniforms with many military decorations pinned to 

their chests. They were not men who were awarded wealth, honor and distinction among men. 

No, if we were to see these men today, we would see them marked and scourged, stoned, sown 

asunder, killed by the sword, destitute, afflicted, ill-treated, of whom the world was not worthy, 

living in caves, wearing rags, wandering from place to place. Cf. Hebrews 11:36-39. 

The question arises as to what made these men what they were. Why were they able to do 

as they did? What faculty did they have that distinguished them from their fellows? To that we 

answer that they had the vision of the promise of God. They did not receive the promise in their 

day, Scripture tells us, but they lived in the certainty that in due time the promise of God would 

indeed come to reality. 

In a sense, that is still true in the New Testament era in which you and I find ourselves. 

The reality of the promise of God is known to us too by faith only. Certainly, the Saviour has 

come and we know that our salvation is accomplished in Him. But we still live in a world 

committed to sin and unbelief and it is our calling in that world to live the life of faith. 

Heroic living then is the mark of the Christian in the New Testament era. 

In generations before us we know of many such heroes. These people of God through the 

centuries have sought the kingdom of God and its welfare. Many were great leaders in the 

church; others we know nothing about but heroes all of them are and we ask you if you Are 

willing to take your place in the ranks of these heroes of faith. 
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