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I once read an explanation of the text: “Lord, remember not the sins of my youth”, and 

the author concluded that the sin of youth is the sin of lack of appreciation. Failure to appreciate 

what God, our parents, teachers, ministers, and associates are doing and have done for us, that is 

the sin of youth. The author further explained that he had reached that conclusion because failure 

to appreciate so strikingly reveals the enmity in our hearts against God and man. While in a 

peculiar sense lack of appreciation is the sin of youth, it is not the sin of youth alone, but very 

definitely the sin of all mankind. Men work and toil and sacrifice to serve others, as parents do 

for their children, teachers for their pupils, ministers and elders for their flock, whether they are 

appreciated or not, but how much easier all this toil becomes if it is appreciated! 

In some circles, appreciation has become a hollow-sounding word because men 

hypocritically pat one another on the shoulder, or flatter with their lips while in their hearts they 

despise God and the brother. In our circles, we find such flattery abominable and rightly term it 

vanity. But what about us? Are we careful to appreciate what others about us are doing? Perhaps 

some would say that it's not necessary to appreciate what men do. At any rate that’s a minor 

concern. Our major aim is to bring all our praise and thanks to God, Who is the author of all 

things. Let's ask a few concrete questions then? Is it necessary to appreciate what our ministers 

do for us because in the ultimate sense it is Jesus who is preaching the Word to us? Is it 

necessary to appreciate the musical talent of one of our members because after all they have re-

ceived that talent from God, and they did nothing toward receiving it? We can answer that all 

appreciation of what men do is not only unnecessary, but definitely wrong if appreciation means 

hypocrisy, or if it means robbing God of His glory. But if appreciation means that we sense 

keenly and esteem adequately the position, calling and work of others, it becomes a beautiful 

trait not only, but also a serious obligation of every member of the body of Christ. If we 

recognize that God accomplishes His work through men, and that He has given to every member 

His proper gift and place in life, we will and should appreciate whatever each member is and 

does. God has so designed us that we need encouragement from one another and appreciation 

does just that—it encourages, helps and stimulates us in our work. Therefore, the more 

wholesome our relationship to God is, the more we will appreciate what others are doing. Where 

appreciation wanes, men's work lags. No wonder then that appreciation has been called the great 

lubricant of life. 

On the other hand, we must never work for appreciation—we may never make that our 

aim. If we do, we’ll never get it, and we begin to complain that we're not appreciated. There is 

something very pathetic about these chronic complainers of lack of appreciation. They really 

have an exaggerated notion of themselves, and they certainly are not working for God's glory, 

but for their own. We must give little thought to whether men appreciate us or not. In the final 

analysis, it doesn’t make a bit of difference what men think of us—the question is, “What does 

God think of us?” We must be true Christians in all our work. We must do all our work as unto 

the Lord and not as unto men, each in his own place and according to his own ability. We must 

be faithful in whatever calling we are engaged. If we are concerned about what God thinks of us. 

We have His promise that appreciation will come. Sometimes it comes a little in this life 

already—but if not, why fret about the fact that we’re not being valued at our worth. The day is 

coming when God will say to all who have done their work to His glory—and deeply conscious 



we will be in that hour of our own unworthiness; we won’t be able to believe our ears—will say, 

‘‘Well done, good and faithful servant. Thou hast been faithful over a few things; I will make 

thee ruler over many. Enter thou into the joy of thy Lord.” 

 

Isn’t that appreciation enough? 
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