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Every once in a while the matter of tithing is brought up in our circles. In this connection 

the undersigned received the following: 

“Is it my duty as a Christian to tithe? I realize that the New Testament does not 

tell us in so many words that we should give one-tenth of our income to the Lord, 

but rather that all we have belongs to the Lord and we should give as He has 

prospered us. However, if I am not taught to tithe there is the danger that I will 

give even less than a tenth. May we ever give less than a tenth?” 

 

My correspondent states that the New Testament does not tell us in so many words that we 

should give one tenth of our income to the Lord. I would make this even stronger, the New 

Testament does not tell us at all that we should give one-tenth of our income to the Lord. Tithing 

as an institution belonged definitely to the Old Testament. Does it mean therefore that it is wrong 

to tithe? Not necessarily so. I know we have people in our circles who tithe. Tithing is a form of 

systematic giving. If someone thinks that he or she. should give a tenth for Kingdom causes, that 

might be a good system of giving for him or her. However, this should never become something 

legalistic. Neither should it be used as an excuse to never give any more. Much less should 

tithing be done because it “pays”, as I read in a church paper a few years ago. That particular 

person had been tithing for a number of years and he had observed that it certainly was a paying 

proposition, the Lord had “richly blessed and rewarded” him, as he put it. If that should be our 

motive for giving we certainly are extremely self-centered and make a “business” of it. Perhaps 

from the point of view of being a paying proposition the man I have in mind might have found 

out that it was still better “business” to give one-twentieth. 

But let me add in this connection that men who ought to know have often told me that if 

our people would tithe we would have much more money on hand for Kingdom causes than we 

have today. That sounds rather reasonable to me. Hence, the opposition against tithing as though 

we must have nothing of it because it is an Old Testament, legalistic institution, by no means 

always expresses the whole truth as far as the opponents are concerned. The element of saving 

dollars may very well enter into the picture. 

No tithing? No, we are not under the obligation of the Old Testament law. No systematic 

giving? By all means! How much? The exact amount is to be decided by the individual himself. 

Isn’t there a certain danger connected with this New Testament freedom? Indeed there is, 

because we are earthly-minded and oft times we forget (perhaps conveniently) that all we are and 

all we possess we owe to the Lord. There is great need to remind ourselves constantly of the fact 

that we are stewards. Of course I believe that if a person is indeed spiritually-minded, he does 

not have much trouble with the question of giving for the Kingdom. When he is able he is always 

ready to give for kingdom causes. You prove to him the need and he’ll open his pocketbook. 

You never have any difficulty to speak of with people that are really spiritually-minded. Also as 

far as giving is concerned, you can bank on them. 

May we ever give less than a tenth? I would think at times, yes, depending upon our 

income, depending upon specific needs. But by all means give systematically. Systematic givers 

are the best givers. Also as young people we must learn to give for Kingdom causes. I am afraid 

that some young people know how to “throw away” money, but they don’t know how to give for 



Kingdom causes. And don’t be afraid to give special gifts for special Kingdom causes. If the 

latter were done more in our circles we would have further progressed with various causes in our 

midst. 

SCHUILER. 
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