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The old year is past the new year has started. As we start our journey in this New Year let 

us take the Bible as our guide-book. For it is the only guidebook for our pilgrim journey here 

below. Let us remember this as we start this New Year in all we do. If we make resolutions let us 

be sure they do not concern things of the earth. But first of all that it concerns God’s Kingdom 

and its righteousness. For, let us remember the old year is past and we have entered into a new 

year. So we must remember again we are brought one year closer to the judgment day. 

For the earthly things it is a year like unto the one gone before. Again the crops will be 

sown and harvested. Let us draw to our attention the text in Psalm 119:105: ‘‘Thy word is a lamp 

unto my feet and a light unto my path”. Let us not refuse this light, for the Word of God is our 

only light. Some enter this New Year with joy and happiness as it seems to man’s natural eye all 

is prosperity, there is nothing that can go wrong. They have plenty of earthly riches. To others 

the future is not so bright. For them there seems to be no way out. But after all these earthly 

riches do not profit us if we reject the Word of God. Do we not read that God prospered the 

wicked for the day of judgment. For if those for whom the future is not so bright have the Word 

of God as their light and hope, that is after all much better. 

For also in Israel when they prospered they forgot God. Then when they were afflicted 

they turned again to God. So it is also with us, for after all we are still of the flesh. Let us not 

think that we are better than the Israelites. 

So let us at the beginning of this New Year resolve to study the Bible more and also to be 

more faithful in preparing ourselves for catechism classes, society and church services. These are 

all means of revealing the light of the Word of God to us. How can we expect to know and have 

this light if we do not care to study the Word of God, if we from the depths of our heart wish to 

seek the light of the Word of God. Then we will no more say we did not have any time because 

of our earthly work. For then our earthly work and pleasure will no more hold first place. So in 

this New Year let us strive with all our heart to seek God’s Kingdom and its righteousness first, 

trusting that all else shall be added unto us. 

Few know what New Year really means. These holidays have gone far aside from their 

true meaning, they have become days of worldly pleasures. The Christians, the true believers are 

the only ones who can celebrate the New Year properly. Whether they enter the New Year with 

health or in sickness, with riches or in poverty, makes no difference, for they know that they are 

entering the New Year with God who will care for us in whatever circumstances we may find 

ourselves. For we are not our own, we are the sole property of God. Let us remember as we start 

this New Year that God is our governor, He rules our whole life whatever it may be. Let us 

carefully examine ourselves whether God governs our life. And that we dedicate our whole life 

to God in this New Year and all the rest of our life. 

This past year has been prosperity for most of us. But we know not what this New Year 

has in store for us, for after all do we not read the time shall come when we will not be able to 

buy or sell without the sign of the beast. How soon these times will be here we do not know. As 

this New Year lies before us let us not live as though these times will not come. But let us 

diligently study the Word of God, so that we will be able to stand firm through all trials and 

temptations. Let us so enter this New Year with a firm desire after God’s Kingdom and its 

righteousness. 
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