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LESSON XIV. 

Jesus and the Samaritan Woman (continued) 

John 5:16-24 

 

Evoking a Confession of Sin: vss. lfi-18. 

With these words we have the beginning of the second phase of Jesus’ conversation with 

her. Go, call thy husband, etc. But didn't Jesus know about her present, and past conditions? Of 

course, but this was the sore spot where the heading was to begin; there must first be a 

confession of sin. Sin there certainly was, for even though her first five marriages were legal, she 

now was living in adultery, perhaps what in our land is called a “companionship marriage”. 

What surprises us is that she doesn’t evade Jesus’ question, or that she doesn’t “rebuke" Him for 

such intrusion of her private affairs. No. she confesses. First Jesus presents Himself to her as the 

one who gives living water. Even though she is interested in her own way, she fails to see Him as 

the Messiah. Now Jesus elicits this confession. And then comes the gradual manifestation of 

Jesus as the Messiah. This prophecy of her husband already made a tremendous impression on 

her, regarding Him as a prophet. 

Questions: Why did Jesus in His desire to deal with the Samaritans contact such an 

adulteress? Why must there always be a consciousness of and confession of sin before one can 

come to active faith in Christ? What great difference do we notice between this woman and most 

of the Jews whom Jesus contacted? 

 

The Woman’s Question: vss. 19-20. 

She immediately perceives that Jesus is more than an ordinary person, for He has spoken 

the truth concerning her life. But a question she has, very likely one which was of great concern 

to her for some time. Here is one who perhaps can give answer. Where must men worship, in 

Jerusalem or in Mt. Gerizim? The latter was a mountain not too far from where Jesus and the 

woman were conversing. Zerubbabel (who led the Jews from Babylon to Jerusalem) refused the 

Samaritans permission to join in building the temple at Jerusalem, and Nehemiah had driven out 

a son of Joiada who had married a daughter of Sanballat (a constant opponent of Nehemiah), 

Neh. 13:28. Consequently this man with others instituted the worship in Gerizim in Samaria, 

built a temple there, etc.  

 

Worshipping in Spirit and in Truth: vss. 21-24. 

Jesus gives a beautiful but also rather profound answer. The fact that this “Jewish 

prophet" should declare that the temple worship in Jerusalem was to be temporary, was even 

soon to cease, must have astonished this woman greatly. The point in Jesus' answer is that the 

specific place of the worship is a secondary question, whereas the true worship itself is the 

essential. Only for the time being the place still has its importance, soon it will disappear. This 

does not mean that worshipping at Gerizim or Jerusalem is identical. Salvation was of the Jews, 

to them the Lord had given it. There the Lord had also instituted the proper forms of worship in 

the types. But they, too, would soon fall away. The hour is coming, yea is here already (Jesus 

already had a small following), when they will worship in spirit and in truth, irrespective of 



place. And the reason for this kind of worship is found in the fact that God is a Spirit. Our 

worship of Him must correspond with His being. For the sake of clarification let us take notice of 

the following: 1) Men must always worship God in the spirit, even in the Old Testament. Wor-

shipping God is something spiritual, it is a matter of the soul. By faith we serve Him, faith is 

something spiritual. True worship of God does not consist in clinging to some visible, physical 

forms. It is an invisible, spiritual action of the new man. Even in the Old Testament the saints 

were conscious of this. Consider the Psalms, the prayers of saints, etc., the many warnings that 

sacrifices, gifts, lip-prayers, etc. without a broken contrite, believing heart mean nothing. 2) But 

we do need certain visible forms, which will serve as mediums for our worship. We are earthy, 

and physical. So we have many forms of worship, rituals, etc., such as the preaching of the 

Word, prayer, etc. In the Old Testament they had the types, but remember, these were more than 

mere forms. They were also expressions of the salvation itself, of the blood of Jesus, etc. Without 

their use no one could possibly be saved. So the saints in the Old Testament worshipped in spirit 

and in types. However, many (perhaps most of them) considered these types to be mere forms, 

and considered the use of the types to be religion itself. Think of the Pharisees. The same was 

true of the Samaritans in re Mt. Gerizim. 

And the worship in the spirit was lacking, they failed to come to true worship through the 

types or shadows. The forms of the Samaritans naturally meant nothing since salvation was of 

the Jews, only through those types was salvation possible. 3) These Old Testament “forms" will 

now fall away. The truth of the types has come, Jesus Himself. As the truth He is the fulfillment 

of all the shadows. The temple, its forms of worship, sacrifices, priests, etc. will all be abolished. 

And wherever Jesus is with the Jews, or the Samaritans, or any place in the world, there is the 

truth. But we need both. Omit the spirit, and you have mere formalism; omit the truth and though 

the whole soul is thrown into the worship, it becomes an abomination.  

Questions: Wherefore do we find Jesus today on earth? Is the danger great today, too, of 

“worshipping'' in the spirit without the truth? How? Also in the truth without the spirit? How? 

Also especially as Protestant Reformed? Why is it that men are always inclined to do either or? 

 

LESSON XV. 

Christ And The Samaritans 

(John 4:25-42) 

 

Jesus Identifies Himself: vss. 25-30. 

The impression Jesus makes upon the woman is that she automatically thinks of the 

Messiah. Of the little we know of the Samaritans' ideas of the Messiah to come we do know that 

in many respects they coincided with those of the Jews. This woman, even though she lived in 

sin, expected Him with eagerness. He will tell them all things. But we must not fail to see how 

Jesus affected this very ordinary woman who was not even a Jewess. It was Christ’s work in her 

first of all that gave this wonderful interest and response. First a learned Nicodemus, and then an 

unlearned, sin-laden, ordinary unnamed woman in the despised Samaria. How contrary to all 

expectations! To this obscure woman Jesus reveals point-blank what He had revealed to no one 

else. This is the climax, the one speaking to her is the Christ. 

Thereupon the disciples return with food. They marvel that Jesus is conversing with her, 

for the Jewish custom forbade that a rabbi should speak in public with a woman, especially on 

matters of the law. But they respect Jesus so that they refrain from intervening. For why would 

Jesus talk with her and about what? The woman now quickly leaves. With the presence of the 



disciples she must have felt out of place. Quick witted as she showed herself in her answers to 

Jesus, she now strangely forgets to take her water-pot along. This indicates how deeply the 

words of Jesus had gripped her heart. And she certainly has news for her fellow-men. A mar-

velous testimony she gives of Jesus. She believes that He is the Christ because He told her all 

things (most likely many more than recorded here) that ever she did. And the result? Ridicule? 

Unbelief? Or an ignoring of this adulteress? No, they went to Him. They will investigate. 

Questions: How could this woman have knowledge of the coming Messiah, being a 

Samaritan? Does II Kings 17:24-28 give the answer? Why did Jesus so plainly identify Himself 

to this woman whereas the Jews asked for this very thing time and again but failed to receive 

such an answer? 

 

The Spiritual Harvest: vss. 31-38. 

But Jesus had been hungry and tired when the disciples left. Now they have food for 

Him. He refuses. The only possible conclusion the apostles can come to is that perhaps this 

woman gave Him something to eat, or somebody else. And yet this they did not expect, since 

according to the original their question is stated in such a way that they expect a negative answer. 

It's a riddle to them. But Jesus explains it to them, later to be understood fully. This gives us a 

glimpse of how Jesus put His very soul into His work. Doing the Father’s will gave such joy and 

satisfaction that it acted like food and drink to his body, weary as He was. But more. This work 

is a necessity for him, something He must have, as we must have food. It is His meat and drink. 

Christ is enjoying the spiritual harvest. Seeing these Samaritans coming to Him, perhaps, 

between the fields of grain which will not be ready for harvest for some time, He speaks of the 

ripe fields of believers among the Gentiles. The one main idea of vss.36-39 seems to be that first 

of all Jesus is the Sower, even in the prophets of old. Always it was Christ in them. The disciples 

are the reapers, they bring in the sheaves, of course strictly speaking also through Christ. But 

here Christ is beginning to see the harvest of His sowing, Gentiles (the Samaritans coming to 

Him). Perhaps He here visualizes the multitudes of Gentiles which will follow in the days of the 

apostles. This is His joy, bringing in God's people; the joy of the sower is always in the harvest. 

Therefore He rejoices with the reapers, it is simultaneous. Eat and drink? His hunger is gone. 

 

Many Samaritans Believe: vss. 39-42. 

And now the Samaritans come! According to the original they repeatedly urged Him to 

stay with them for a few days. The citizens of Jerusalem never did this: afterward He passed 

through Jericho, and not a soul asked him to stay. In the next verses we are told what their 

reaction was, marvelous indeed. To the Jews Jesus had spoken, and will speak, in many forms, 

parables, etc. And the effect, finally? They crucify Him. Here a few words are sufficient. For the 

woman a history of her life is sufficient for faith. And He stayed only two days. Notice, too, that 

Jesus didn’t perform one miracle here. Why? It wasn’t necessary. Signs always were given to 

confirm the word, but these people believe the word. The fields indeed were ready for harvest. 

And yet Jesus soon leaves and again goes into Galilee. 

 Questions: Give instances where the apostles also found the Gentiles more responsive 

than the Jews. Can this principle be applied in any way to our home missionary activities? Can 

we conclude from the expression “Saviour of the World’’ that the Samaritans actually expected 

the Messiah’s salvation to also be for the Gentiles? 

 

LESSON XVI. 



Healing Of The Nobleman’s Son 

(John 4:43-54) 

 

Jesus Goes Into Galilee: vss. 43-45. 

It may surprise us that Jesus stayed with these people, the Samaritans, only two days 

whereas they were so "receptive”. But He must first go to the lost sheep of the house of Israel; to 

Galilee He will therefore go. 

Vs. 44, as can be expected, has all kinds of explanations. If a prophet is not esteemed in 

his homeland, how can that be a reason for his present return to it? And yet this is exactly the 

reason why He returns to His own country. The difficulties increase when we read in vs. 45 that 

the Galileans received Him. Also that from Cana Jesus goes directly to Nazareth (Luke 4:16ff) 

His home town and is utterly rejected. To understand what we consider to be the proper ex-

planation we must consider the following: 1) That in the previous as well as in the subsequent 

verses we read of the faith of the Gentiles, the nobleman also very likely being one. 2) That the 

Galileans received Him because of the things they saw Him do in Jerusalem, i.e., as their 

countryman now made famous by His miraculous deeds, in this sense we must also understand 

Luke 4:15 where it says that He was glorified by all. In this sense the homeland is always proud 

of its sons (think, e.g. of presidential candidates and their home states but their sons must not 

assume authority and power over them. Jesus’ popularity they liked but when He placed Himself 

above them, with the right to teach and rebuke them it became an entirely different matter. In 

that sense a prophet is without honor in his own country 3) In this sense it is also true of Jesus. 

And He goes into Galilee to make this manifest, as the Messiah they reject Him. His own 

received Him not. The vineyard will be given to others that will bring forth fruit in due season, 

namely the Gentiles. 4) Therefore before He goes to Nazareth to be rejected, we read of this 

nobleman coming to Him and believing. 

Questions: Why did the Jews always reject the Christ? What do you think may have been 

the Divine purpose(s) regarding this? Rom. 11:11. Would there be salvation if they had not done 

so? 

 

The Nobleman Believes the Word: vss. 46-50. 

This nobleman was a certain royal official of the Roman government (perhaps Chuza of 

Luke 8:3) whose son was at the point of death at Capernaum. Having heard that Jesus was in 

Galilee he hastens to ask Jesus to come to Capernaum. Notice here that he comes to Jesus, while 

Jesus often had to go to the Jews. Notice, too, that though he is a ruler with many servants, he 

goes himself, and acknowledges Jesus. Yet only his desperate need drives him to Jesus, 

otherwise he most likely would not have been concerned very much about Jesus. But Jesus is not 

concerned first of all in the health of his son, but in faith in Him as the Saviour. Therefore He 

performed signs and wonders. But usually their "faith’’ stopped with the signs, and did not 

advance to Jesus' word. Now many of them did truly believe in Him, but only by seeing signs 

and wonders. The nobleman wants Jesus to come to the bedside of his son. But Jesus refuses and 

merely tells him that his son lives. The man had never thought of Jesus as heading at a distance 

by the sole power of His word. But the word he believes, and he goes. 

Questions: What was the real purpose of the miracles? Did Jesus ever perform them 

where there was no faith? Did unbelief ever hinder Him to perform them? Why do you think so 

many thousands often followed Jesus, to see signs and wonder? or because they would hear His 

words, believing in Him ? How do people still do the same thing today, essentially? 



 

The Power of Christ’s Word Revealed: vss. 51-54. 

Why these last few verses? That the man may learn to know the power of Christ's words, 

the son having been healed at the very same time Jesus told him that his son would live. And by 

means of this mighty sign he and his family (as entiles) are brought to faith in Christ. How much 

different it would soon be at Nazareth with his own “fellow-men’’! 

 

LESSON XVII. 

The Healing of the Impotent Man 

(John 5:1-16) 

 

The Miracle: vss. 1-9. 

The setting of this wonder we find in vs. 1. There was another feast at Jerusalem (perhaps 

the Passover Feast), which brought thousands to the city. At such a time Jesus performs this mir-

acle, men must learn to know Him. 

We knew very little about Bethesda (House of Mercy) itself. The five porches were like a 

hospital filled with a crowd of sufferers, four classes being mentioned. What a picture of 

suffering and misery as the results of sin. In describing the miracle we must notice that it is 

performed for the sake of Jesus, not for this man. All serves the Saviour. Therefore He selects 

what was probably the worst case there, a man that had been lame for 38 years. His was a hope-

less case undoubtedly thousands knew him and pitied him. All the rest Jesus leaves in their 

misery, who undoubtedly looked on with envious eyes when Jesus made this man whole by the 

mere power of His word. 

The point is that Jesus healed him on the Sabbath. But couldn't Jesus have forecome 

much offense if He had waited with this until the next day? No, it must happen now. It was a 

beautiful symbol of Christ bringing His own, who are spiritually dead, sick and lame, into the 

eternal Sabbath of life and peace with God. The Sabbath really was the most suitable day. 

Intentionally Jesus tells this man to take up his bed and carry it home, while He Himself retreats 

into the background. Men must see His work, not Him at this time. And what will the effect be 

upon the people? 

Questions: Did faith precede the healing in this case? Why didn’t Jesus heal the others 

there? Can you find anything here that proves the error of Christian Scientists  

 

The Reaction of The Jews: vss. 10-16. 

Most likely these Jews were of the leaders, (Pharisees, vs. 16. and some of them perhaps 

Sanhedrists). Are they amazed at the sight of this man walking, who was considered to be in a 

hopeless condition? Wouldn't it be most natural that they ask who healed him? Nothing of the 

kind, however. They are totally blind to the marvelous sign, and even stumble over it. Their only 

concern was whether a thing was lawful. The ceremonial law they will keep at the expense of the 

fulfillment of the entire law, Jesus Christ. 

That this man didn't even know who it was that healed him, not even showing that much 

interest seems to be a testimony against him. Here again we see that the miracles Jesus 

performed do not show a particular love of Jesus for certain individuals, but wholly serve His 

purpose regarding His own testimony to the people. It is probably with a view to the man’s 

ignorance of Jesus that Christ approaches him again, warning him to sin no more lest a worse 

thing come upon him. It seems as if his illness therefore was the result of certain sins. Therefore 



this is Jesus word to him personally, and if he sins likewise something much worse than 38 years 

of infirmity will be his lot, namely eternal hell-fire. 

Later the man went to the temple, perhaps to thank God. There he evidently finds these 

Jews again and tells them that Jesus had made him whole. First they are told that the man who 

healed him commanded him to take up his bed; now that Jesus was His name. Notice again that 

the testimony of Christ’s healing is put before them. Jesus made him well. But they are still 

blind, and in their blindness now have what they've been looking for, evidence. And they seek to 

slay Him, so great the hatred and opposition is already at this time. Questions: Did these Jews 

really believe the law? The Old Testament? Are there people today, too, who maintain strict 

external adherence to the laws, rituals, etc., but fail to see and keep the spirit of them? What is 

the deepest reason for such religion? 

 

LESSON XVIII. 

The Father Working Through The Son 

(John 5:17-80) 

 

Jesus and the Father are One: vss. 17, 18. 

The Jews had accused Jesus of breaking the Sabbath, failing to see the wonder of healing. 

Now Jesus answers them in crystal-clear words. This is God's work. Couldn't they see this, for 

who else can perform such wonders? And it is unthinkable that the Father should ever break the 

law, and therefore neither the Son, for they are one. There must be something radically wrong 

with the charge of the Jews. But is not Jesus under the law? Of course, but He was also the 

fulfillment of the law, and therefore with doings of this nature showed them the very spirit and 

purpose of the law. By means of His power He will bring men (His own) into the true Sabbath, 

delivering them from misery and death which are the results of the law. But the Jews refuse to 

believe even these plain words, and find more excuses. Now they accuse Him of not only 

breaking the Sabbath but of destroying it, and therefore the more seek to kill Him. 

 

How the Son is One With the Father: vss. 19, 20. 

Jesus gives an elaborate explanation of Their unity. The Son can do nothing of Himself, 

but what He seeth the Father do. Never does He do anything on His own initiative. Always the 

eyes of the Son are upon the Father. He seeks not His own will, vs. 30. The Father’s will is His 

will, nothing else He desires to do. There is perfect and constant contact between the Father and 

Himself. Therefore the Father loves Him, and shows all things unto Him. The works of the Son 

are the works of the Father. Whatever Jesus, therefore, does before these Jews or says to them, is 

also of the Father. That they must realize. He is the Word become flesh. Notice again how John 

emphasizes his theme. 

Questions: Do these words of Jesus refer to the Son of God in His human or His Divine 

nature? Did these Jews fail to believe because they misunderstood Him? 

Show that Jesus in no way made His word appealing to the flesh, or came with an invitation of 

salvation? 

 

What the Father Works Through the Son: vss. 21-30. 

Even greater works than these the Father will work through the Son, vs. 20.  

Prophets, too, had wrought miracles, but they were only men. Jesus as the Son will do 

much greater works, greater even than physical resurrection of the dead, such as that of Lazarus, 



etc. In vss. 24 to 30 Jesus speaks in particular of the works mentioned in general in vss. 21, 22. 

First of all, vs. 24, through His word He gives everlasting life, and freedom from condemnation. 

This means that He gives them heavenly life, now. And He gives that to whom He will, through 

the way of faith, etc. In vs. 25, 20 He speaks of the Spiritual resurrection which takes place in 

time, which we call regeneration: In vss. 28, 29 He even tells them that the final resurrection will 

take place through Him as the Son. And in vs. 30 He will be the judge of all men. All this will 

take place through the Son, in order that all men will honour the Son even as they honour the 

Father, vs. 23. And this Son, Jesus means to say to these Jews, is standing before you. What will 

you do with Him?  

Questions: What according to vs. 21 is the deepest reason for the unbelief of these Jews? 

Why then did Jesus preach the Gospel to them? Considering that Jesus (who speaks such words) 

looked like any other man, can we from a natural viewpoint understand the unbelief of these 

Jews, and others? 

 

Originally Published in: 

Vol 9 No 4 January 1949 


