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That people are basically all alike and that no matter where one goes, he meets the same 

kind of people that he meets at home, is a fact which undoubtedly most of us have discovered 

long ago. That was also our experience when we were in Canada; we met a good, many people 

there and found that no matter where you go you find that “people are people”. As far as our 

work was concerned, it meant that we met with especially two kinds of people; those who were 

interested in what we had to say and those who were not. And usually it did not take long to find 

out to which group a certain individual belonged. In respect to the first group there are especially 

two kinds. On the one hand, there are those who are quite liberal and “broadminded”, who do not 

care to concern themselves with any “fine points” of difference but assume that there are good 

people in every church, so that it doesn't make much difference to which church one belongs. On 

the other hand there are those who are very “narrow” and bigoted beyond all hope, who because 

of personal or ecclesiastical prepossessions would not even dare to consider that their particular 

church could possibly be wrong in regard to any particular view. It stands to reason that when we 

came into contact with people like that, although we were cordially received by them, we 

nevertheless actually stood before a “closed door” as far as our real purpose was concerned. I 

suppose most of us have met people like that and we know therefore how little can be done with 

them simply because they permit others to do all their thinking for them and take no real, 

personal interest in the knowledge of the truth. 

However, there were also some who were not merely interested in what we had to say but 

were willing to talk about the matter, desirous to know more and also deeply concerned about 

those things that concern the Church and the truth as it is confessed by her. We could be sure, 

when we contacted people like that, that our literature, which we left with them, would be read 

and that on our next visit there would be questions to be answered and problems to be discussed. 

And that meant that a beginning had been made. If only one can get the people to listen to him 

and to talk about the issues that are involved and to take a personal interest in the matter, he has 

gained a whole lot. It is a sad fact, but nevertheless true, which we have discovered in the past 

and are finding to be true at present, that the members of the church which cast us out simply are 

not interested. That simply means that we have no field. By a “field” I mean a place where we 

can settle and work with some definite prospect of positive fruit. 

In this respect, we believe that Canada offers us a broad field. 

We have been able to contact only comparatively few of the immigrants because we had 

to limit our efforts to a few localities, both because of the time allotted us and because we 

believed that the only way to determine whether there was enough interest to warrant continued 

and permanent labor was to concentrate our attention on a few localities. The results were 

encouraging. Thus we felt that the Lord had given us an “open door” in more than one place. 

And I am sure that anyone else in our position would have felt the same about it. How could 

anyone feel otherwise when people not only expressed their desire to hear our preaching but on 

their own initiative made the necessary arrangements and willingly opened their homes in order 

that a service might be held? Not only that, but after they heard the preaching they desired that 

we would preach for them again. 

Of course this does not mean that all these people were in perfect agreement with 

everything we said. We did not expect that. But the fact remains that they were keenly interested 



in what we had to say and desired to hear more. And that means that they did find much with 

which they agreed and that they are willing to be instructed on the basis of the Word of God. 

Moreover we found that we could discuss those points on which we did not see eye to eye. In 

this way we had opportunity to defend our views and to maintain them over against all contrary 

opinions. When that is the case it can only mean that there is work to be done. 

Just what positive fruit our labors will have in Canada, we can confidently leave with the 

Lord. We certainly must not expect that we shall be able to organize churches where ever we go. 

But that the possibility of establishing churches there actually exists, we are confident. And we 

rejoice in the prospect that our truth will be confessed, maintained and propagated also in 

Canada. Pray that the Lord will make that possible for us. 
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