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As you probably remember from last month John and Jack were rather good friends even 

though John did belong to the Protestant Reformed Church. Jack had made some rather sharp 

and pointed comments on the mission activity of the Protestant Reformed Churches which John 

had, at the moment, been unable to answer. But after checking over the matter with his father he 

felt rather well prepared to defend himself and his church and began. . . . 

“I’d like to begin by saying a word about Geheim, where our missionaries are now 

working and where your uncle lives who sent you that letter about us. It isn’t us though we just 

sent our men out blindly, or so my dad says, but he tells me that they had a definite request from 

some people there who were not satisfied with the preaching there, had heard of us and wanted 

us to do some work there.” “That doesn’t really make any difference though,’’ retoned Jack 

immediately, “because you will always find a few grumblers who are dissatisfied if you look 

long enough, and if that were all we wouldn’t mind it so much. We’re probably just as well off 

without them and you can have those ‘trouble-makers’ and welcome. I believe you've had some 

experience with some of them in your own churches: ‘trouble-makers’ who kept right on making 

trouble. But you lead a lot of good people astray also, people who are church members, who are 

satisfied, who have been loyal to the Christian Reformed Denomination for years and years. 

Besides this you make hard feelings in the families when one goes and the other stays, and as 

long as they are good Christians and church-members I can’t see why you don’t go to those who 

are heathen.’’ 

“I know it really doesn’t make any difference whether we were asked to come or not,” 

answered John, “and I only said that to point out that it was a call that we couldn’t ignore. When 

people say, “Why don’t you come over and help us,” even as a denomination you must hear and 

heed and if possible go over and help. But I admit it wouldn’t have been a bit different and we 

have just as much right to go anywhere as to go to Geheim. And so if we want to get the straight 

of this we have to go first of all to Christ’s commission to His Church in which He lays down 

His command regarding mission work. This we find first of all in Matt. 28:19, 20, where we 

read, ‘Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the 

Son, and of the Holy Ghost: Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded 

you: and, lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of the world’.” “That’s exactly it,” broke 

in Jack, "don’t you see that Christ here points out that the field is all nations? Why don’t you go 

to the heathen?” 

 “It’s true,” replied John, “that Christ here specified all nations as the field but it’s 

obvious that it is physically impossible for one church to preach to all nations, you can't do that 

either.” “That's true,” answered Jack, “But at least we try to do our best.” “Yes, but the point I 

want to make,” retorted John, “is that you must find more definite instructions as to the order of 

procedure of mission work and that you find in the ‘geographic order' of mission work in Acts 

1:8 ‘And ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and 

unto the uttermost part of the earth,’ so we must begin at Jerusalem and work out from there.” 

“And that’s exactly what we do and you don’t,” Jack shouted triumphantly, “We have our 

mission work among the unchurched, that is ‘Jerusalem’, then we also go out further to 

‘Samaria’ and I would compare that to mission work we do among our own Indians but we also 

go to ‘the uttermost parts of the earth', for we have our Chinese, our African, our Ceylonese 



fields and we hope soon to have a field in India. And I don’t believe that you have a single 

mission that tries to reach your unchurched neighbor, nor a foreign missionary, only those who 

try to tear down our churches.” 

“Just a minute, Jack, do you think that Jerusalem refers to your unchurched neighbor, 

Judaea to those a little farther away, and Samaria and the uttermost part of the earth to those 

people who are farthest away of all?” “Surely, that’s what I mean because that’s what the text 

says. The apostles had to preach to their neighbors and friends and slowly on widen out until 

they reached the whole world.” 

“But why does our Lord say Jerusalem then?” asked John. “It’s simply a fact that all the 

disciples with the exception of Judas Iscariot were not of Jerusalem but of Galilee. So if it meant 

your next door neighbor or the one near you. Jesus would have said Galilee or named every 

man's home town. But He doesn't! He simply says Jerusalem first. And this becomes plain when 

you remember that Jerusalem was the head and the center and the heart of the Old Testament 

worship of God. There was the temple and the altar and the sacrifices. There and there alone 

Israel could worship God. There God dwelt with His people. But what happened? That Jerusalem 

became Sodom and Gomorrah when it crucified the Lord! It becomes the false church as the 

Apostle expresses it, “He came unto His own and His own received Him not.” To that false 

church, which claimed to be the only church, Christ sends His apostles to witness first of all. And 

history certainly bears this out too. They do begin to preach in Jerusalem. And next is Samaria 

that still has a remnant of the fear of God and then and only then the heathen.” 

“Do you mean to say then,” asked Jack angrily, “that the Christian Reformed Church is 

the false church, is Sodom and Gomorrah, is guilty of crucifying the Lord?” 

“I wouldn’t yet call it Sodom and Gomorrah because I believe it has more than three 

righteous people in it,” laughed John, “but in 1924 it certainly became corrupt in adopting the 

three points and especially in casting out and deposing her true children who were preaching and 

believing the Word of God. It certainly turned in the direction of the false church and that 

doesn’t mean now that there are no children of God present in her any longer but it does mean 

that she has turned from the truth, at least officially, and we who were her true sons are in the 

same position as the apostles in Jerusalem. And therefore we, in obedience to the command of 

Christ, strive with all our might to rescue those of your church who still believe and we say 

continually to them, 'come out from among them, and that’s why we begin our mission working 

the Christian Reformed Church. It simply is God’s commandment.”  

“That surely reveals a hateful attitude just the same,” Jack said with a trace of disgust in 

his voice. 

John smiled and replied, "You know, I was just going to add, that this whole thing can 

also be shown to be correct if you look at it from the viewpoint of true Christian love. . . .” 

But just then the whistle blew and back to work for the rest of the day, but John 

determined that he would finish this matter the next noon-hour. 

NOTE: In the original article, readers were invited to answer Jack from the viewpoint of 

Christian love by writing to the author of this article. 
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