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This is the Christmas season, a time of preparation for the celebration of the holiday we 

know as Christmas. During this season many thoughts and plans crowd our minds. These 

thoughts may range from the question of how much money we have to do our Christmas 

shopping to the pleasant speculation about the things we expect to receive from our friends and 

dear ones. Not only are these weeks a period of great activity in the sphere of material things, but 

it sometimes seems as though the air itself is charged with the Christmas spirit. As we visit the 

shopping centers in our cities and towns, we can sometimes go about for hours with the sound of 

Christmas songs in our ears. Everywhere the usual Christmas decorations abound and no effort is 

spared on the part of business men to remind us that now is the time to buy our gifts. 

No doubt you recognize that the commercialism of Christmas is a blight on the true 

celebration of Christmas. Christmas originally was a day set aside for the specific purpose of 

celebrating God’s gift to His people, the gift of a Saviour who was no one less than His only 

Son. The Church of today, that is, the true and faithful church, still celebrates the day in that 

sense. For that reason we go to church on Christmas morning and we listen to the word of God 

telling us of God’s gift to us and usually we are reminded of how unworthy we are to receive 

such a gift, how unwilling even to accept such a gift and how necessary that we have such a gift. 

God’s gift is given us in His eternal good pleasure and it is really a gift. It cannot be purchased. 

This was tried by Simon of Samaria in the days of the apostles and his name today is known to 

us in the term simony, an evil practicing of the ministry of the Word of God. 

This gift is a gift of God in the fullest sense of the word. It is given unto us freely and 

completely, without conditions or inducements, without regard to our lack of merit or 

worthiness. In fact those who have been given this Christmas gift by God are the first to admit 

how unworthy they are to have it and that they are often more undeserving than their fellow men. 

God’s gift is the giving of His Son to us as a Saviour and Redeemer so that all our 

dreadful guilt and sinful condition is removed from us. It is this that makes the gift of God so 

amazing. For God is just and righteous, He cannot accept any sinner in His favor unless justice is 

done. He gave His Son to the demand of that infinitely perfect justice. To do this, His Son was 

given to us in Bethlehem’s stable and He spent His life on earth under the wrath of God and 

delivered us completely. 

 For that reason it is entirely proper that God be praised at Christmas. We ought to sing 

from the heart songs of adoration and give Him the praise and the glory not only at Christmas but 

all through the year. 

 

Originally Published in: 

Vol 9 No 3 December 1948 


