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Our Grand Rapids Christian High School has again in the past week placed itself in the 

same category with the public high schools of our city. It has presented its Senior Class play! 

The play was repeated on three successive evenings, including Thanksgiving Day, because 

everyone wanted to see Christian’s play! The auditorium was filled each evening at $0.80 a seat. 

Imagine for a moment, if you can, that at our next convention, the Inspirational Mass 

Meeting would have to repeat its evening’s entertainment three times because the auditorium 

could not hold all those who wished to attend. Or if that is too remote, can you imagine filling 

the auditorium one evening, even with so dynamic a speaker on the program as Rev. Hoeksema, 

and free? Now what accounts for this difference? You say, a speech, or lecture, or any sacred 

program for that matter, lacks appeal. No, it doesn’t lack appeal! But it appeals to our spiritual 

nature. And this spiritual nature too often lies deeply buried under all our carnal desires and 

appetites. We keep them buried by starving them and stifling them while we feed and nourish 

our carnal interests. Christian High, too, with its theatrical performances is nourishing and 

feeding these carnal appetites. You wonder if this is true? Try to say to yourself as you leave 

such an evening’s performance that your spiritual life has been enriched, that the Christian 

school sponsoring the program has shown itself to be distinctively Christian, that God’s Name 

has been made great, that you could feel that He was near and that He was pleased with the 

performance. And if you cannot say that as you leave the auditorium of a Christian school, that 

school has failed to present a Christian program. The essence and content of every public 

program by a Christian school must, of course, be Christian. That is not only its calling but that 

should be its joy and its delight. Through its program it should manifest its Christian purpose. Oh 

yes, these programs are usually opened with prayer. If they were not it would be a frank 

admission on the part of the sponsors that God had no place in their midst that evening. But for 

what can they pray? Usually while the prayer is being offered asking God for "His blessing upon 

those taking part in the program the performers are busy with last minute fixings of wigs and 

make-up and lines and cues. All must be in readiness for upon the “Amen” the curtain will rise 

and the show will be on! No need for prayers backstage! Pray for what then?—that God may be 

glorified and His people edified, and then promptly proceed to remove God from all their 

thoughts and glorify self in the presentation of an evening of Godless entertainment. Isn’t it 

mockery? The prayer must necessarily be earthy, carnal and material as the program which is to 

follow. Not only does such entertainment have no appeal to our Spiritual nature, but on the 

contrary, it should be repulsive to a serious minded and sensitive Christian. This is one reason 

why we see the need for a Christian school system that will not conform but that will rather pride 

itself on being distinctive, by the grace of God. 

 Some of our Young People appeared on the stage those nights of Christian’s play! Many 

of our people appeared in the audience. Shame on us for refusing to be a peculiar people! 

Consider this matter carefully, not from the point of view of carnal pleasure, but of Christian 

principle. And then boldly take a stand! 
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