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This novel won first place in the $5,000 Christian Fiction Contest sponsored by 

Eerdman’s Publishing Company. 

The story tells of Jansie Sanders, hunch-backed, crippled, and ugly, who lives with a 

shiftless mother and step-father and two half-brothers in a crude shanty at the outskirts of 

Collin’s Texas. When Chris is left, orphaned, at the Sanders’ home, Jansie cares for her. She sees 

to it that Chris goes to school, even though she often does not have money for a tablet or pencil. 

During the flu epidemic after the First World War Jansie’s mother dies, and she has the full 

responsibility of the family. Her half-brother, Joe, who has gotten in with a rowdy gang, worries 

her, but she feels incapable of dragging him out of his troubles. 

Chris meanwhile goes to high school and graduates as valedictorian. Chris has a 

scholarship to Holden College and by leasing their property to oil prospectors, Jansie helps pay 

her expenses, and Chris goes to college. Jansie is troubled because she can’t read, and thus won’t 

be able to read Chris’ letters while she is at college. But the preacher, Charles Robertson, offers 

to tutor her, and at thirty-five she learns to read. 

 Chris’ year at college is a hard one for her, mixed with poverty, hard work, and falling in 

love. She comes back to Jansie for the summer, and finally finds a place to teach in the fall. She 

learns to like teaching, and learns many lessons herself as she is teaching the children. 

This truly is a fine story. Although modern, it is not vulgar. It is packed with interest from 

start to finish. The characters become alive, especially Jansie, in her struggle with poverty and 

her own ugliness. The story, too, is expertly written, both as to style and vocabulary. 

As was said, it won the Christian fiction contest prize. But it seems to me the judges were 

looking more for a good story than for a good Christian story. True, it is tinged with religion, for 

Jansie’s aim was to “bring up Chris right” and they both “got religion”. Later, when Chris was 

disappointed in her love affair, Jansie comforted her by saying that her Saviour could help: “He’s 

already done all there is to do, on the cross’, Jansie said simply. ‘All you can do is to accept what 

He's done. He took the punishment Hisself.’ ” 

Written in that vein throughout, the book certainly is not Calvinistic, but Arminian. Even 

the Christianity of the two girls is not strongly emphasized and it seems a weak religion that 

helps in time of trouble. The book deals more with social problems, such as intense poverty, 

class distinction, etc. 

If we read the book with all this in mind, we can enjoy it as an excellent story. 

Perhaps someday someone should give us a good definition of Christian fiction. 
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