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LESSON VI. 

The Miracle At Cana 

(John 2:1-11) 

 

The First Attestation of Jesus. 

John the Baptist had testified of Jesus in various ways. The result was that John retreated 

into the background and Jesus became more prominent. John’s disciples also followed Jesus. 

Thus far we read of six of them. Also to them Jesus attests of Himself, as we saw in the last part 

of the previous chapter. Now the Lord enters His public field of labor, with the one purpose in 

mind of manifesting that He is indeed the Son of God, come in the flesh. This He will do by 

word and deed, namely by miracles. 

The first of these miracles we will study at this time. Remarkable it is that the sacred 

writer of this book mentions only seven miracles performed by Jesus before His crucifixion. 

From the other narratives we know that He performed hundreds of them, perhaps thousands. He 

was busy day after day as the Great Physician. But John mentions only the greatest, and then 

those in which the work as the Son of God clearly shines forth. In the end all are left without 

excuse who do not believe, while by the same might signs He causes His own to believe in Him 

as the promised Messiah. 

 

The Miracle, vss. 1-10.  

The third day spoken of very likely refers to the number of days that had passed since 

Jesus called Philip and Nathanael. It is very apparent that Jesus is invited to this wedding through 

His mother, Mary. And the disciples go along because of Jesus. God will have them see the 

mighty sign. To Cana they go. (Find it on your map). In those days weddings usually last 

approximately seven days. With betrothals the couples were really married, i.e. ceremoniously, 

but they did not live together until the day of the wedding. From here and ether passages in 

Scripture it is plain that wine was used very freely in those days, often gallons were drunk. 

The first thing that strikes our attention here is the position and action of Mary. Very 

likely she had some affiliation with the attendants. What would she as guest know about the 

supply of wine? Then, when the present supply is exhausted she goes to her son. Why? Did she 

expect Him to buy some in the town? Mary expected great things of her son. True, she did not 

yet know what would all take place, nor understand His work, but from all her past experiences 

with the angel (Gabriel), with Elizabeth, with the shepherds in Bethlehem, and with Jesus when 

He was twelve years old, she gathered that He would do great things, and may even have 

believed that He was the Messiah. 

Jesus’ answer to her seems almost rude. “Woman, what have I to do with thee?” In the 

kingdom of heaven Jesus is no more to her than a woman. Spiritually there is no more 

connection between the two than between others in the kingdom. Jesus’ hour is not yet come. By 

hour is meant His final hour of suffering on the cross, which would be THE work of the Messiah. 

That hour had not yet come. 

In terms of gallons the amount of wine made by Jesus was, at the very least, 120 gallons. 

What a wine! It is also sure from the remarks of the governor, that there was a marked difference 



between this wine and the first served, which very likely was also their best. 

QUESTIONS: What does our Marriage Form say about Jesus’ presence at this Wedding 

Feast? Much is made of this visit, some emphasizing that Jesus also could have a good time, 

others that we may also use wine and liquor, etc. What do you think is the lesson Jesus mean; to 

teach? What position do the Catholics give to Mary even now in relation to Jesus? Does this 

doing of Jesus prove that there is no sin in the use of alcohol? Didn't Jesus cater to Mary’s desire 

after all when He changed the water into wine? 

 

The Beginning of His Signs, vs. 11. 

This verse is of tremendous significance. It states that this miracle was the beginning of 

Jesus’ signs (better translation than miracles). Jesus’ wonders are often called signs. Now signs 

are visible manifestations of that which in itself is invisible. The serviceman’s clothes are a sign 

of his being in service. Here the sign is a visible manifestation of the real spiritual work of Jesus, 

as the Son of God. This will be fully realized after while through the cross and the resurrection. 

This sign manifests His glory. What glory? Again, His glory as the Son of God come in the flesh. 

Now glory is the radiation of virtue. Here the virtues of power and majesty shine forth, and prove 

that He is the Son of God come into the flesh. This would be the beginning of His signs, better, 

according to the Greek, the fundamental pattern of all the other miracles. Men must know that 

He is the Son of God, His glory they see. 

QUESTIONS: Do miracles by themselves work faith? If not why did Jesus perform 

them? Since Jesus’ words were efficacious why was it necessary for Him to perform wonders? 

 

LESSON VII. 

The Cleansing Of The Temple 

(John 2:12-17) 

 

The Cleansing, vss. 12-16. 

This undoubtedly is the first Passover Jesus attended since He began His public ministry. 

Some four or five months have during this time we know little of, except elapsed since His 

baptism. What He did His work at the wedding feast, and the performing of a few miracles in 

Capernaum. But such is Scripture, it is no history. Nor are the Gospel narratives a history of the 

life of our Saviour. 

The Passover festival lasted seven days. Its crowning glory was the eating of the roasted 

lamb by a party numerous enough to consume it together with bitter herbs. Every man of the 

Jews from twelve years up was supposed to attend this festival at Jerusalem, which overflowed 

the city with pilgrims. Although Jesus had made Himself known in Galilee, both in Cana and in 

Capernaum (Mark 1:21-34) very few in Jerusalem were acquainted with Him. The Passover 

Feast created a perfect setting for this. 

One of the first things He did at Jerusalem was to go up to the temple. Having entered 

one of the outer courts of the temple (there was also an inner court where the Holy Place, etc. 

were found) a spectacle met His eyes. There, ail along the walls, were lines of booths or shops in 

which money-changers were plying their usurious trade. The center space was crowded with 

oxen and sheep exposed for sale, and between the buyers and sellers all the turbulent traffic of a 

cattle market was going on. But why all this? In a way we can understand its origin. At all the 

great festivals, but especially at the Passover, an almost inconceivable number of animals were 

offered up in sacrifice. Josephus tells us of more than two hundred thousands victims sacrificed 



in the course of a single Passover celebration. Since most of the worshippers lived at a distance 

from Jerusalem it was quite impossible for them to bring their animals along. Hence, they buy 

them in Jerusalem. Then, too, it was the law that each worshipper cast one-half shekel in Jewish 

money into the temple treasury. And Jewish money was scarce, Roman money being much more 

popular. This explains the appearance of this market as well as the money changers. Naturally all 

this took place with the permission of the priests, perhaps they even took part in the business 

affairs. Possibly there was also much greed and graft in the whole matter, as history so plainly 

teaches to have been the case in times past. 

Into the heart of this throng Jesus enters. Of the hundreds or thousands possibly only a 

small number knows Him, Popularity He does not yet have, like with the second cleansing 

shortly before His crucifixion. Therefore the question arises how He was able to so drive them 

all out. At the touch of His slender scourge buyers and sellers stop their traffic and flee before 

Him. The resistance of a few men could have stopped Him. But no such resistance is attempted. 

The only possible answer is that He exerted here the same influence that lie did much later in the 

Garden when all His would-be captors fell before Him as dead. 

“Make not my Father's house a house of merchandise". This was too much for Christ. 

Was not the temple the house of prayer, but also the place where God dwelt with His people? 

And doesn't Israel know that Jehovah is holy, never dwelling with sinful men. He dwells in the 

light. 

With sinful and polluted men He cannot and will not dwell. Therefore this cleansing is 

symbolic and prophetic of the very work Christ came to do, namely cleanse God’s temple, purify 

His own to give them grace to dwell with God. As God’s appointed High priest He would really 

cleanse God’s temple.  

QUESTIONS: What was the difference between the first and the second cleansing? Why 

isn't Scripture a history book? Can you cite other incidents of pollution of the temple, either by 

the people or the priests? Does it still happen today? 

 

The Disciples' Version of the Matter, vs. 17. 

These men, being acquainted with the Old Testament Scriptures, see in it a fulfillment of 

Psalm 69. In a measure David had manifested the same zeal for the house of the Lord. Cf. also 

Psalm 27, 63, and 132. The purpose of this verse, however, is that John will show us how the 

disciples immediately recognized Jesus as the Messiah, the Great David. By the Scriptures they 

believe, they don't need signs as the Jews do. Truly men fit for the tremendous task unto which 

they are called. 

No doubt, they failed to realize how all this would materialize. As yet they didn’t have 

the faintest idea that Christ because of His zeal would be consumed by the enemies of God. So it 

was also with David, principally, Psalm 69:10. Nevertheless by faith they already cling to their 

Lord and recognize Him as such. 

QUESTIONS: In which way would Christ be consumed (eaten up)? Why didn’t the 

Pharisees recognize Christ in this action like the disciples, they also being acquainted with the 

Scriptures? 

 

LESSON VIII. 

Jesus and The Temple 

(John 2:18-25) 

 



Christ’s Credentials, vss. 18-21. 

The commotion caused by Jesus with the cleansing of the temple and the quick report of 

his unheard of procedure brought the authorities down upon Him. Possibly this was a 

representative body of the Jews accompanied by some of the Temple police. They demand that 

Jesus show His credentials to them. Without them He has no right whatsoever to act as He did. 

Only authorized men can perform such exceptional deeds. It may also be that they fostered a 

faint hope of Jesus being the promised prophet of Deut. 18:18, since Christ spoke of the Temple 

as being His Father's house. They demand a sign. They want an unmistakable, visible sign from 

heaven proving Christ's authority. Then they would believe in Him. Read Matt. 12:38. John 6:30. 

How strikingly Jesus answers them. Signs? Why all His miracles are signs of His power 

and Divinity! In the Greek they are actually called such. Are not His works sufficient? If they 

will not believe His words, then let them see His mighty wonders. But this is no seeking faith. It 

is unbelief, and unbelief receives no sign, except one, a very convincing one. It is the sign of 

Jonas the prophet: in a certain sense Jesus expresses the same thing here in vs. 19. Destroy this 

temple, etc. 

This seems to be a dark saying and we are inclined to criticize Jesus as being somewhat 

ambiguous. Why not answer these Jews in plain terms? An answer of this nature is often called a 

mashal, denoting a veiled and pointed saying, sometimes equal to a riddle. This riddle they can 

solve by further listening to Jesus and beholding His works. If Jesus had told them outright, they 

would only resent the telling; but since it is told in this way His words stick in their minds and 

secretly haunt them with their mysterious, threatening meaning. And the Jews never forgot, as is 

plain from the false accusations regarding this matter when He was before the Highpriest and on 

the cross. 

Break down this temple, etc. It means that Jesus foresaw the wicked doings of the Jews in 

crucifying Him. And in this they will tear down their own Sanctuary. Was not Jesus the 

fulfillment of the large temple that stood before them? Is not that blessed covenant-fellowship of 

God dwelling with His people realized first of all in the incarnation? With Jesus it is God in the 

flesh. He is the real Temple. This Temple they will break down, but it will be their judgment and 

condemnation. However, He will raise it up in three days, and so be victorious and establish 

heavenly temple fellowship. This is the sign Jesus gives them. 

QUESTIONS: In which way is the doing of Jonah a sign for the unbelieving Jews? Why 

didn’t Jesus once and for all give these Jews a sign from heaven which they so often requested? 

What do the Greeks seek? I Cor. 1:22. Would signs today make more Christians, or strengthen 

the faith of God's saints? 

 

The Mashal Understood, vs. 22. 

The disciples at this time also fail to understand this dark saying. But by faith they cling 

to their Lord. And after the resurrection they remembered all the things Jesus had told them. 

Then they receive the key to the explanation. The thought is not that they at first disbelieved or 

doubted but that then their implicit faith became clear and definite. Such is always the action of 

faith. Though not understanding, it believes also mashals. The child of God certainly does not 

believe only the things he understands. Principally he will then believe in nothing, for he really 

understands nothing of the heavenly realities. It is all faith. And these Jews were called upon to 

do what the disciples did, then they would understand. But unbelief refuses. 

Jesus’ Reservation, vss. 23-25. 

We hear no more about the authorities who demanded of Jesus His credentials. The case 



must have been dismissed, and was as far as the writer John is concerned. Now we read what 

further happened in the metropolis of the Jews. In the midst of the multitudes Christ performed 

many signs (not miracles as in the A. V.) The result is that many believed in His name. But it 

seems as if they believed only on account of the signs or miracles, and not the word of Jesus. 

However, Jesus didn’t become enthused with this following as ordinary men might do. These are 

not able to deceive Him. He remains aloof from the "many’'. An ordinary man would have been 

deceived by their first flash of "faith'’ and would have consequently wrecked himself by relying 

on it. But Jesus does not commit Himself unto them, i.e. trust in them, like He did in His own 

disciples. 

He needed no testimony of men concerning men. In no way was He dependent upon 

information from others. He knew what was in man, seeing the bottom of every heart and 

detecting all sin and hypocrisy. He knew a Nathanael, a Nicodemus, but also the hypocritical 

Jews.  

QUESTIONS: Did Jesus know all things? What is the difference between the Reformed 

and the Lutheran conception concerning the relation of Christ's two natures in re this matter? 

Why do you suppose John tells us about this noncommittal of Jesus? 

 

LESSON IX. 

Jesus and Nicodemus 

(John 3:1-8) 

 

Nicodemus, vss. 1, 2. 

If Jesus would appear on earth today and make a grand speaking tour He would receive 

tremendous audiences. Millions would listen to Him. This, according to popular conception 

would be the thing. But would it? Would there be more believers than today? Would many 

believe in Him? The number would be when He was on earth. Here is the mighty Sanhedrin, 

totaling seventy members, the very leaders in God's Church, but only one of them is interested in 

the cause of the Son of God. God’s cause is always small and insignificant in the eyes of the 

world and the so-called church. I Cor. 1:25-28. 

Who was Nicodemus? He is fully described. His party connection (a Pharisee), his name 

(Nicodemus) and his official position (a ruler of the Jews). The latter must mean that he was a 

member of the ruling body of the Jews, namely of the Sanhedrin. This body was composed of 

Pharisees and Sadducees. The Pharisees belonging to it were the Scribes, hence also Nicodemus. 

He, therefore, was one of the rabbis, learned in the Old Testament Scriptures. 

From vs. 2 two things are plain. First of all that he had heard Jesus teach but also seen 

some of His signs. And upon him they certainly made a tremendous impression. He is convinced 

that Jesus of Nazareth is sent of God, and indeed is a teacher, a rabbi. Now the Jews were vitally 

interested in the subject of the Kingdom, about which Jesus and John the Baptist had been 

speaking. As Jews they were the citizens of that kingdom, surely as Pharisees with their strict ad-

herence to the letter of the law. Having heard Jesus on this important subject, Nicodemus needs 

more light. 

To Jesus he goes. He is interested. This is what we like of this famous ruler. 

The other 69 members are indifferent, having that "I don’t care” spirit. The majority is never 

interested in the truth. So it was in the days They dispute and despise it, but never ask questions. 

The ruler goes by night, showing that already at this early stage he would be “branded” if seen 

by the public.  



Notice his approach, Rabbi, etc. etc. Though much older, and himself a rabbi, he 

acknowledges Jesus, much too young for the Jewish staff, as his superior. He shows at once his 

respect but also his faith. 

QUESTIONS: Who were the Sadducees? How do you explain that such men were the 

leaders in the Church? Some people doubt Nicodemus’ integrity? On what grounds would you 

refute this? Why is it that the church is always small in number, and even despised and rejected 

by the “church"? Why is it so foolish to in this light speak of the Church converting the world? 

 

Jesus Sweeping Statement, vs. 3. 

Why does Nicodemus come to Jesus? Very likely to hear more about that cherished 

subject of the Kingdom. But like a thunder-bolt out of a clear sky: Verily, verily, etc. Ye must be 

born again. Throughout his life this man has considered himself to be in the Kingdom due to his 

nativity and works of the law. But now? Not a new and superior knowledge is essential: not new 

and more difficult meritorious works; not a new national or religious party connection that is 

better than the Pharisaic party, but an entirely new birth is necessary.  

 

His Quest for More Light, and Jesus’ Reply, vss. 4-8. 

We would almost expect Nicodemus to leave Jesus, a young man, coming with such 

radical statements. But no, it is faith that needs more light. How can these things be? To this 

ruler of the Jews these things are much too profound. He can think of nothing else but another 

physical birth. 

Jesus makes plain that it must be a spiritual rebirth. In vs. 5 He also speaks of water 

because that is the sign of the Spirit, used with our baptism, but also then already by the Baptist. 

Further Christ speaks of a self-evident truth. That which is born of the flesh is always flesh, and 

that which is bora of the Spirit is always spirit. A stream never rises higher than its source. 

  Nicodemus evidently marvels at this. Is this too wonderful? It is marvelous, transcending 

all human comprehension. Who can understand the wind, its origin and its end? We can feel it, 

notice its effect, but no more. So is every one that is born of the Spirit. Notice that Christ does 

not say: so is the work of the Spirit, but so is everyone born of the Spirit. In other words, like the 

going of the wind can be known only by its effects, so the working of the Spirit is indeed marvel-

ous and incomprehensible, but its effects are noticeable in the regenerated heart. 

QUESTIONS: To what do you ascribe Nicodemus’ question in vs. 4, to stupidity or 

what? Where else in Scripture is the wind spoken of as symbolic of the Spirit? What does it 

mean there? Is the work of the Spirit mediate or immediate ? 
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