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Next month, before another Beacon Lights makes its appearance, the Ninth Annual 

Convention of our Protestant Reformed Young People will be held at Pella and Oskaloosa, Iowa. 

I am writing these lines with that Convention, that annual convocation of our future men and 

women, in mind. May our covenant God bless it and cause it to be a blessing! 

It is not my business to suggest a theme song for this year’s convention. Very likely this 

matter has been taken care of already. However, a beautiful theme song would be No. 369 of our 

incomparable Psalter. It must have been used already. It could not have been passed by all these 

years. If the latter is the case it should be used for some future convention. There, under the 

appropriate heading “Brotherly Love” the church of Jesus Christ sings: 

 

How pleasant and how good it is  

When brethren in the Lord: 

In one another’s joy delight  

And dwell in sweet accord. 

 

Such love is like anointing oil  

In consecration poured: 

Such love is like the manning dew 

 With sweet refreshment stored. 

 

To those who dwell in brotherhood 

The Lord His blessing sends: 

He crowns them with the crown of life, 

Of life that never ends. 

 

What a wealth of truth and spiritual life are here expressed in a few brief lines. Psalm 133 

is one of the shortest and simplest in all the Word of God, yet how comforting and warm and 

vibrant with life it is. It is the voice of experience, the living expression of the heart of one who 

knows whereof he speaks. It is a psalm wherein deep truth and profound godliness are clothed in 

marvelous simplicity of style and language. It is the psalm of all the psalms that glorifies the love 

of the brethren, that extols the communion of the saints. That love, that communion of the 

saints,—it is so sweet and tender so beautiful and pure, so patient and unselfish, so good and 

pleasant. Also, it is so precious and rich in spiritual fruits for it brings with it the blessed promise 

and assurance of favor with God and everlasting life. 

Young people, may this year’s convention also, as much or more than any that preceded 

it, be such that these words of Psalm 133 apply in all their power and spiritual beauty. 

* * * * * 

The occasion on which this psalm was sung and with a view to which it was composed is 

easily surmised. 

We must think, no doubt, of the great convocations of the children of Israel to celebrate 

their God ordained festivals. There were three such feasts in Israel: the Passover, the Feast of 

Weeks or of the Firstfruits, also known in the Old Testament as Pentecost, and the Feast of 



Tabernacles. On these occasions all the people assembled together, they of the far north as well 

as they of the deep south. These convocations were already held at Jerusalem, of course. There 

was the house of the Lord; there the altar on which Israel has to sacrifice to the Lord: there the 

priest who had to appear in behalf of all the people before the face of the Lord. That communion 

of those thousands of the children of Israel marked the occasion on which these psalms were 

sung. Certainly, it is especially this that the author has in mind when he pours out his heart in this 

stirring song of love: “Behold, how good and pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in 

unity.” 

As far as the present is concerned, these words are surely applicable to all communion of 

the saints, all dwelling together in unity of the brethren, wherever and however this may be. 

Surely, they may be applied to our gathering together in God's house on the Lord’s Day. And 

certainly, they may be applied, too, to the annual convocations of our young people for the 

purpose of mutual edification and Christian fellowship. 

“How good and how pleasant!”  

“There the Lord commands the blessings.” 

* * * * * 

“When brethren in the Lord”— 

David, therefore, speaks of “brethren”. That stands to reason. Only brethren belong to 

one family, and only a family, after all, can dwell together. 

These brethren are the children of God, the brethren of and in and through our Lord Jesus 

Christ. 

Hence, David is not speaking about natural brothers, brothers according to the flesh. He 

is not making the mere observation here that it makes for a wonderful family life when the 

members live together in unity, when brothers and sisters of one family get along. Scripture is 

not interested in the mere natural. Neither, however, is David speaking about spiritual brethren, 

children of God, the church, from a purely natural point of view. He does not mean to say either: 

how pleasant and good it is when God’s people can have their banquets and picnics and pancake 

breakfasts and ball games and weiner roasts and good times from a strictly social and fleshly 

point of view. Scripture is not concerned about those things either. These things may have their 

place in the lives of our young people. However, they do not belong, particularly, to our 

activities AS “brethren in the Lord.” David is speaking about brethren in our Lord Jesus 

Christ,—AS brethren. 

“. . . .dwell in sweet accord.” 

We must not only BE together. That is not sufficient. That does not yet mean that we are 

dwelling together. I and my greatest enemy, I and the most shameless infidel, can BE together, 

but we do not DWELL together. The latter we do as one family in one home. Dwelling together 

expresses the covenant idea. It means that we live together as friends, under the same roof, as 

one happy family, in friendship and love and consideration for one another. 

Thus we must dwell together, also as Christian young people. That must be the great 

purpose of our conventions too. We ARE one, are we not? Together we have one Father, the God 

of our salvation, and one Mediator, our Lord Jesus Christ. Together we constitute one spiritual 

family in the Lord. Together we partake of one and the same life of God. In the true, spiritual, 

essential unity we have all important things in common. Together we are redeemed by the same 

Mediator. Together we serve the same Master and King. Together we are children of the same 

covenant God. Together we cherish the same hope; look for the same heaven. Together we love 

and study the same Word of God. We have one and the same battle to fight. We are subject to the 



same temptations and trials and troubles. We have the same problems. Everything that is really 

important we have in common as the one family of the living God. 

How inexpressibly sad it is that so often that wonderful unity is buried under a mountain 

of trivial and carnal things, under the irritations and bickerings of the flesh, that so frequently 

disturb the peace of Zion and destroy her unity in the Lord. 

Now then, with a view to that essential unity we should also DWELL TOGETHER, says 

David. Then, what do we do? Then we manifest that unity in all our lives. Then we have our 

socials and picnics and banquets and pancake breakfasts and good times. Yes, indeed! No 

objection! If only we understand that the real communion of the saints does not consist of those 

things, except, perhaps, in a very general way. If only those things are kept in their proper place, 

that is, on the bottom of the ladder of our church life. More important, then we really seek one 

another as brethren. We long for the fellowship of them with whom we are one in faith, and 

hope, and love. We look for one another’s spiritual welfare, in truth and righteousness. Together 

we serve and glorify the one Father. Together we speak of the one hope, trust in the one Lord 

and Saviour, fight the one battle. Together we study the same Word of God and struggle with the 

same spiritual problems. We exhort one another, admonish one another, comfort one another, 

encourage one another, pray for one another, help one another in every possible way. Thus we 

live together as one blessed family in the Lord. These are the things that constitute the commun-

ion of the saints. These are the things that should have the first place in our conventions too. I am 

not sure that this has always been the case and that past conventions have not over-emphasized 

the element of fun and entertainment at the expense of the things that are really important. 

“Dwelling in sweet accord” is a spiritual activity. 

“How pleasant and how good it is.” 

“Pleasant” is a pleasant word. It is that which is attractive, beautiful, nice, sweet, 

harmonious, melodious, easy to look at and listen to, nice to smell and taste and touch. This is 

the word that is used for the sweetness of honey, the beauty of the flower or of an attractive 

painting, the fragrance of perfume, the harmony in music. When many colors blend together into 

one gorgeous masterpiece: when many voices flow together into one harmonious choir; when 

many different instruments blend together into, one marvelous orchestra—that is pleasant. 

Thus it is pleasant when brethren dwell together in unity, when many children of God are 

united into one happy family, when also as young people of God’s covenant many voices, each 

singing his own part in his own way, blend together into one glorious chorus to the honor and 

praise of our God. 

 That is really pleasant for you, too, Christian friends. Discord, conflict, clash are terrible. 

Thus it is in nature, in painting, in music, on the organ or piano, in a chorus or band or orchestra. 

How a sour note or chord can go right through a person if he has any appreciation of harmony at 

all. Discord and conflict among the brethren is more terrible still. On the other hand, how 

pleasant, sweet, beautiful is harmony. It gives joy and rest to the soul. 

What is far more important, for brethren to dwell together in unity is pleasant to God, too. 

Therein God on High beholds a reflection of His own perfect love-life. God Himself is a 

covenant God, a family God, a God who dwells together in unity as Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

Of that covenant life of God Himself the life of the church is and must be a reflection. Therefore 

it is so pleasant to God when brethren dwell together in unity. He sees therein the image of Him-

self. Therefore it is so necessary that we live such a life, in order that we may be imitators of God 

as beloved children. Remember, God is glorified in a Christian life. From that point of view life 

is more than doctrine. True, life without doctrine is superficial and hollow. But, doctrine without 



life is dead and leads to little more than hot-headed and cold-hearted bickerings. Sound doctrine 

must bear its fruit in a godly life. That is pleasant in God’s sight. 

And what is pleasant is also “GOOD”. Good is that which is as it should be. For brethren 

to dwell together in unity is good before God, precisely because it reflects His life. That is good 

also for us, friends. Anything else is accursed of God and will certainly experience His just 

wrath. On the contrary, where the brethren dwell together in unity “there the Lord commands the 

blessing, even life for evermore”. 

May that true communion of the saints mark our Convention next month and in that way 

of the Lord may we experience in rich measure the truth of those lines: 

 

To those who dwell in brotherhood 

The Lord His blessing sends. 

He crowns them with the crown of life. 

Of life that never ends.” 
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