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For some time there has been considerable interest in our circles about the Liberated 

Churches in the Netherlands. Although most of this interest has been shown by our parents who 

are able to understand the situation because of their knowledge of the Dutch language, 

nevertheless certain events have taken place in the circles of Protestant Reformed youth which 

cause us also to have interest in affairs in the Netherland churches. To promote a better 

understanding of the things that are taught in that country I intended to set down here some of the 

impressions that I have received while reading literature published by the Liberated Churches. 

I have before me a 32-page booklet entitled “Appeal” written by Prof. C. Veenhof and 

Rev. E. T. Van Den Born of the Liberated Churches. These two men wrote this appeal at the 

request of the federation officers of the young people’s organizations of the Liberated Churches 

as a testimony and appeal to the young people of the Synodical Churches to consider the errors 

which the Synodical Churches uphold. 

In the first part of the booklet, Prof. Veenhof defends the doctrinal views of the Liberated 

Churches. The doctrine in question is the significance of baptism to the children of believers. 

This is a very important question. His view of the matter is that God promises his full salvation 

to each one of the baptized children without exception. The Scripture proof for this, Prof. 

Veenhof finds in the text of Acts 2:39. Our impression here is that Prof. Veenhof denies that ef-

fectiveness of the promise of God. The reality of life teaches us that all children of believers are 

not heirs of God’s promises. Scripture itself has many examples of this fact. We could cite Cain, 

Esau, Absalom, Eli’s two sons and others. This doctrine can be studied with great profit by our 

young people’s societies. 

The second portion of the booklet is more practical in nature and we find much that is of 

interest to us. The author, Rev. Van Den Born, cites at least seven concrete cases in which the 

Synodical Churches have compromised their heritage and are swimming downstream into the 

waters of worldlimindedness. We cannot mention them all here but we should like to remark 

about his crushing arguments against the Youth For Christ movement which is now present in 

the Netherlands also. 

Rev. Van Den Born mentions that the consistory of the Synodical Church at Leiden has 

given wholehearted endorsement of the Americans who arrived in that city to conduct a Youth 

For Christ campaign in the manner so familiar to us all here in this country. He points out that 

Christ has installed His church with its office bearers in the city of Leiden with the express duty 

of preaching the Word of God. He points out that the consistory of that church has in principle 

abandoned its duty and turned it over to a group of Americans who arrived recently and whose 

origin is outside of the instituted church and whose message of repentance is strictly Arminian. 

The wrong of the situation lies in the fact that it is Synodicals who have branded the Liberated 

from their fellowship on the grounds that they were Arminian. 

Much more could be said. This editorial must in no way be construed as an endorsement 

of the Liberated Churches and its theology. Its purpose is to stimulate discussion and analysis of 

the view of those outside our circles and I hope that our societies will concern themselves with 

spiritual matters such as these. 

 

Originally Published in: 



Vol 9 No 10 August 1949 


