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Whereas this issue of the Beacon Lights is the last one before our Convention in Pella and 

Oskaloosa, I am taking this opportunity to address a few words to our readers. As most of you 

already know, the Rev. J. De Jong and myself have been in the Netherlands for the past several 

weeks. The Rev. J. De Jong and myself hope to be present at our Iowa Convention to bring the 

greetings from the Reformed Youth of the Netherlands. 

We have had several opportunities to observe, and to share in the activities of the Young 

People's Federations of the Netherlands. It is customary here for the Young Men's Federation to 

have their Convention on Ascension Day, while the Young Ladies’ Federation meets in 

Convention on the Monday after Pentecost, both of these days being National holidays here in 

the Netherlands. Arriving just the day before Ascension Day, and having made arrangements to 

spend a week with the Van Spronsens, who met us at the boat in Rotterdam, it was impossible 

for us to attend the Convention of the young men. We did receive and accept an invitation to be 

present at the meeting of the Federation of Young Ladies' Societies, at which the Rev. De Jong 

was also asked to speak a few words of greeting. It was indeed an inspiring sight to see such a 

large gathering of Reformed youth. The Evangelical Lutheran Church, the use of which had been 

obtained for this occasion, was filled to capacity. There were more than 2000 young ladies 

present, as also a considerable number of young men. The business meetings had been conducted 

the Saturday before, so that this entire day could be spent in inspirational gatherings. I shall 

never forget how enthusiastically these young people sang the Dutch Psalms, accompanied by 

the majestic strains of a tremendous pipe organ. Miss Permantier of Leiden, the president of the 

Young Ladies' Federation, spoke an inspiring word of welcome, after which she introduced the 

Rev. De Jong and myself to the large gathering. The first speaker of the day was the Mr. K. C. 

Van Spronsen, well- known also in our circles from his recent trip to our country, and from his 

book “Van Kust tot Kust”. He spoke on the subject “What and How do you Read.” He pointed 

out the tremendous dangers which are connected with the reading of books which do not breathe 

a positive Christian world and life view. Every book which we read influences us either for good 

or evil, and therefore we should be very careful in our selection of reading material. He also 

warned against a certain type of novels which were principally evil but disguised under a veneer 

of Christianity. After the speech opportunity was given to ask questions. Every one having a 

question came forward on the platform, gave their name and stated their question, which were 

then answered by the speaker. From the many questions it was evident that the speech of Mr. 

Van Spronsen was thought provoking, and that he had a very interested audience. Hereupon the 

Rev. De Jong was called upon to speak a few words of greeting, which he did in his own 

interesting and genial manner. During the lunch hour we were invited to have luncheon with the 

executive board in the church parlors. Besides the executive board there were also present the 

Mr. and Mrs. A. Schilder of the Hague, the Mr. and Mrs. Van Oordt of Utrecht, Rev. and Mrs. L. 

Doekes of Hilversum, Mr. Milo and others. In the afternoon the Prof. B. Holwerda of the 

Kampen theological seminary spoke on the subject “De Gang Van Den Gulden”, in which he 

emphasized the calling of the Christian in times of economic stress. We were deeply impressed 

by the fact that our Reformed youth in the Netherlands can listen to solid speeches with rapt 

attention for three hours. The whole program consisted of these two speeches and the answering 

of the questions. In the evening we were invite to make a canal tour of the city of Amsterdam 



which was very interesting. 

We were also invited to an excursion of young people to the island Vlieland, on 

Wednesday, June 29. About 600 young people left Harlingen, Friesland, on a comparatively 

small steamer. The trip lasted about two hours. Vlieland is a beautiful island in the North Sea. 

Immediately after landing all the young people were seated in a natural amphitheater and gave 

undivided attention to two speakers, the Rev. P. Keizer of Groningen, who spoke on the subject 

“The Mighty Works of God”, and the Rev. H. Vogel of Amsterdam, on the subject “The City of 

the Book
”
. Also on this occasion the Rev. De Jong and myself were asked to speak a few words 

of greeting. In the evening we again returned on the boat to Harlingen. The boat trips, both in the 

morning and evening, were most pleasant. How these young people can sing and really enjoy 

themselves. It was a most profitable and pleasant day. 

The week of July 11 we have been invited to attend a week long conference of young 

people at Wassenaar, near the Hague. These conferences are held thru out the summer in various 

parts of the Netherlands. At these conferences a certain portion of Scripture is studied and 

various subjects of a practical nature are discussed. At each conference the same portion of 

Scripture, and the same subjects are on the program, but at each conference there is a different 

leader, and different speakers. We are looking forward to this week of Christian fellowship, and 

hope to tell you more about it upon our return to the States. 

May we look forward to meeting as many of our Protestant Reformed Young People as 

can possibly come to our coming Convention, and may the Lord continue to bestow His blessing 

upon all our Young People’s Societies. 
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