
Who Am I? 
Rev Cornelius Hanko 

 

 

1.  Three of our ministers came from the Protestant Reformed Church of Hull, Iowa.  I 

am one of them.  Born near Hull, I lost my mother soon after birth, so that my aunt assumed the 

responsibility of caring for me until my father married again and could once more make a home 

for me.  In those days I was distinguished from my cousin who was also the oldest in the family 

and had the same name as I had, be being called “Peter W.”, and he was referred to as “Peter J.” 

2.  Besides attending the Hull Christian School, I spent my early years on the farm.  As I 

grew older I often accompanied my father during the winter months when he went out 

butchering.  In this work I became quite proficient, so that I can still enjoy going out 

occasionally to ply my former trade.  This often proves to be as much recreation for me as an 

excursion or hunting or fishing. 

3.  But my aspirations never lay in that direction.  Being of a serious disposition, I 

attended the Protestant Reformed Church of Hull, even before our family was members there.  I 

took great interest in the doctrine as taught there, and the conviction grew upon me that this is 

the Truth of Scripture which I, too, was called to maintain.  My desire grew stronger to enter the 

ministry, until finally I saw my way clear to take up my studies in our Theological School. 

4.  During my student years I became acquainted with Miss Esther Pals of our Orange 

City Church, who became my wife upon graduation, which was in 1939.  I received and accepted 

a call from the Rock Valley Protestant Reformed Church, where I am still serving.  You also 

must have met my department in Concordia. 

 

(Answer: Rev. Peter Vis, pastor of our Prot. Ref. Church at Rock Valley, Iowa.) 
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